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ALUUC is a Welcoming
Congregation

When I was younger, I used to enjoy reading “It pays to
increase your word power” in Reader’s Digest. The only
words that I can recall from said drills are perusal &
plethora. In me, I invested in small desktop calendars
where one could tear oﬀ a leaf every day revealing a new
word. Some years, the vocabulary would be in Spanish. I
have to admit that I did not always keep up to date and
would have to discard mul ple pages, unread. Now of course, there are a
plethora of memes via social media that depict obscure words in picture as well
as by deﬁni on. Much to my delight, one is “balter” which means to dance
clumsily, a descrip ve verb that I could have employed during my teen years.
Another recent newcomer is the word “coddiwomple” which is deﬁned as
“to travel purposefully toward an as‐yet‐unknown des na on”. Apparently, this
is a recent inven on masquerading as a forgo en word, deliberately slipped into
the lexiconic mainstream like “quiz” or “gro y” by some clever person. Since it
does not bear an authen c heritage, it may not take root. More’s the pity,
though ‐ it would have been useful for many of us when we share our life
journeys. There is sa sfac on in thinking that we are moving with purpose,
albeit to des na ons unknown.
I am fortunate to partake in so many “Pathways to Membership” sessions
wherein newcomers and some established members have an opportunity to
share highlights of their spiritual development. Such stories get to the heart of
who we are and who we aspire yet to be. Not all of course are intended to be
circulated widely. I have heard people occasionally remark a er a Celebra on of
Life that they had learned details which they were sorry not to have known
before. Some mes, I have felt the same.
As the new liturgical year commences, I look forward to ge ng reacquainted
with those who have been elsewhere during the summer, and with those who
are just ge ng involved for the ﬁrst me. I trust that as we do connect our
eﬀorts and energy, it will be with purpose ‐ and perhaps towards a deﬁned
des na on. May we hold each other’s stories and sel oods as the precious
things they are in the coming seasons.
Sincerely, Rev. Mar n Woulfe, minister@aluuc.org

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congrega on is a religious community of individuals coming together for
spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical tradi ons of every person and honor their
cultural tradi ons, ages, abili es, economic status, race, sexual orienta on and gender.
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Membership Committee Update
Happy near Autumn!
The fall is almost upon us. We hope everyone has had a fun and happy summer. For the
Membership Commi ee, the coming Fall means prepara on and a busy schedule once
again. Pathways to Membership kicked back oﬀ on a regular basis in August and we'd like
to welcome ALUUC's newest members: Sandra and Michael Brewer; April Bracco; and
Chris Norman. We're glad to welcome you into our congrega on!
We've also set the schedule for Pathways all the way out through the rest of the year ‐ organiza on is a
beau ful thing! The September edi on of Pathways to Membership is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 9 a er
congrega onal services, and Monday Sept. 10 at 7 pm. We would love to see poten al new members for
September, but as I said, we have Pathways scheduled for the rest of the year, so if those dates won't work
for you, please contact minister@aluuc.org or welcome@aluuc.org to let us know, and we'll see you at a later
date.
There are other opportuni es to join with the Membership Commi ee and its ac vates. On September
30th we will have a table display and all kinds of informa on at the annual Involvement Expo. The
Involvement Expo is your chance to learn about ALUUC's commi ees and groups and the important func ons
that help keep our beloved community up and running. You'll also have the chance to par cipate by signing
up for those groups and ac vi es that most appeal to you.
As something to think about: we always appreciate our Ushers and Greeters. These are simple but
important roles that are open every Sunday morning. Ushers are those people who hand out the programs
and hymnals for the day; and greeters and those who welcome each person as they enter the building. We on
the Membership Commi ee like to think that the ushers and greeters are those special people who provide
the important, personal details each Sunday that help each person feel welcome. If you would like to help
fulﬁll one of these important roles, please contact Tracy Zieber at welcome@aluuc.org.
The next Membership mee ng will take place on Thursday, Sept. 20, at 6:30 PM. All are welcome and
encouraged to a end. Please contact membership@aluuc.org for more informa on.
Tracy Zieber, Membership Coordinator welcome@aluuc.org

COFFEE HOUR
Join us every Sunday morning a er service for
coﬀee and conversa on!
If you are interested
in helping out in the
kitchen on Sunday,
click here to sign up or
contact
email@aluuc.org.

FLOWERS
Sept 2 ‐ Ki y Wrigley
Sept 9 ‐ Phil Gregg
Sept 16 ‐ Available
Sept 23 ‐ Tabitha Bernhardt
Sept 30 ‐ Available
As always your tax‐deduc ble $20
dona on is payable the week before the Sunday
requested. Thank you!
Vi Lanum, Flower Commi ee, ﬂower@aluuc.org
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Sunday Morning Services
10:30 am
September 2, 2018
A Time, A Place, A People: The Spirit of the Labor Movement
Susan Solon, Member Interna onal Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
The Labor movement’s past and the present from a personal perspec ve. Susan’s talk will be grounded in the
rust belt and will be sad, anthemic, and rock‐n‐roll! And it will end on a high note.
“Change for Change” collec on for UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)
September 9, 2018
Water & Stone Communion
Rev. Mar n Woulfe
Bring a stone or a sample of water to share, along with a spiritual insight. If you forget, not to worry ‐ we will
have spare stones & water for your use.
September 16, 2018
The Truth About Religious Freedom
Rev. Mar n Woulfe
The phrase “Religious Freedom” has surged into the na onal headlines during the past year and gained
trac on among conserva ve representa ves of several faith tradi ons. What do they mean by “freedom?”
How does this compare with the UU deﬁni on of the same? How does this congrega on embody and
promote the liberal religious understanding?
All are invited to stay a er the service for our 65th Anniversary Celebra on ‐ see page 11 for details
September 23, 2018
Welcoming the Stranger
Pastor Silas Johnson, Calvary Missionary Bap st Church
On this Sunday, Pastor Johnson & Rev. Woulfe will visit each other’s faith community and preach on a common
theme: Welcoming the Stranger. Both ministers agree that this theme was essen al within the Jewish and
Chris an Scriptures ‐ and remains highly relevant in our own me.
September 30, 2018
Vote Your Values
Shelly Heideman, Execu ve Director Faith Coali on for the Common Good
During this electoral season, Shelly Heideman will explore several values that are central to our Unitarian
Universalist iden ty: ac ve par cipa on and representa ve democracy. In her presenta on, Ms. Heideman
will explain why building rela onships with voters is so important and why it is vital for eligible voters to
become engaged with the issues, and how these rela onships encourage them to turn out.
The Involvement Expo will follow the service
October 7, 2018
The Spiritual Discovery of America
Rev. Mar n Woulfe
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From Your Director of Religious Education
August is a very exci ng me for the Religious Educa on (RE) staﬀ and volunteers, as
we're gearing up for a new liturgical year. We began registering students on August 19th,
and will con nue to register, though classes began August 26th. Never fear ‐ we'll
register your students no ma er when they a end, but you'll want to get them to RE
soon and o en, for we have a GREAT year in store.
This year, we’re pleased to announce the pre K–5th graders will enjoy the Heart Tales curriculum, which
“Empowers kids to create peace” as it teaches “children skills to understand emo ons, connect with their
values, and respec ully ask for what they want. Lessons emphasize understanding (empathy) for yourself and
others, conﬂict resolu on, gra tude, and ac ve peacemaking.” The 6‐8th graders will study UUA’s Heeding
the Call, a social jus ce curriculum that not only explores linked oppressions in our society, but also
encourages par cipants towards personal growth in values that counteract the marginaliza on of others.
We're pilo ng a church‐to‐church exchange this year, which is s ll in the planning stages with a target date
of March 31. We also have several other events to highlight, such as the Costume Parade on October 28,
Thanksgiving Cra s on November 18, the Holiday Pageant on December 16, a Social Jus ce ac vity in
conjunc on with the Social Jus ce Commi ee in February, and an all‐RE (including SYG) movie (Am American
Tail) as well. Check the calendar on our bulle n board for more informa on.
Parents/guardians ‐ please be sure you supervise your students before and a er RE classes. Our volunteers
(and our teachers are all volunteers) need to use the me before classes to set up for lessons or ac vi es, and
they are o en cleaning up a er classes. Thanks in advance for your help.
We'd also like to ask your help with speciﬁc dona ons as we roll into fall. If you have any of the following
items clu ering up your living space, please consider dona ng them for the Nursery:
High Priority items:

Wish list items:

Wooden Number puzzle
Wooden Alphabet puzzle
Small dolls for doll house
Toilet po y seat for top of toilet
Beanbag chairs (2) round
Handheld ba ery operated
vacuum
Baby gate for door area

Swing (manual or electric) for
babies
Rock n play or portable crib
Doll clothes and accessories AND
baby dolls
Bookcase for toys and books
Sturdy doctor set
ABC or numbers coloring books

CD player and kids CDs
Toy vehicles
Small rocking horse
Hand soap and lo on (unscented)
Wipes
Lysol wipes

As always, there are a myriad of volunteer opportuni es with RE, and many of them are "one‐oﬀs" or ac vi es
you can do once and be done with it. If you would be interested in providing snacks for our youth, or helping
with a Children's Worship, or assis ng with a special event such as the Costume Party or the Holiday Pageant,
you would be very welcome. Contact Pat Woods at ALUUC on Sundays or via email at DRE@aluuc.org for more
informa on or to volunteer.
Thanks, Pat Woods, Director of Religious Educa on, dre@aluuc.org
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Adult RE Class
The Selma Awakening: How the Civil Rights Movement Tested and
Changed Unitarian Universalism
This six‐week class, based on the book of the same tle (2014) authored by acclaimed minister
Mark Morrison‐Reed, will be taught by Jan Droegkamp, star ng on Thursday, September 20.
Using UUA resources in addi on to the book, par cipants will gain a keen apprecia on for
this long‐neglected chapter of our faith movement’s history. Cri cs say that “The
foremost scholar of African‐American Unitarian Universalist history presents this long‐
awaited analysis of the denomina on's civil rights ac vism in Selma, Alabama, in 1965.
Selma represented a turning point for Unitarian Universalists. In answering Mar n Luther
King Jr.'s call to ac on, they shi ed from passing earnest resolu ons about racial jus ce to
pu ng their lives on the line for the cause. Morrison‐Reed traces the long history of race
rela ons among the Unitarians and the Universalists leading up to 1965, exploring events
and prac ces of the late nineteenth century and ﬁrst half of the twen eth century. He
reveals the disparity between their espoused values on race and their values in prac ce.
And yet, in 1965 their ac vism in Selma involving hundreds of ministers and the violent
deaths of Rev. James Reeb and Viola Liuzzo at last put them in authen c rela onship with
their proclaimed beliefs. With rigorous scholarship and unﬂinching frankness, The Selma
Awakening provides a new way of understanding Unitarian Universalist engagement with
race and oﬀers an indispensable new resource for anyone interested in UU history.”
Please sign up on the clipboard near the drinking fountain.

September 15, 7 pm: Rev. Jim Pavlovitz in Quincy
Who’s up for a road trip to Quincy, Illinois?
Indivisible of Adams Co. IL is pleased to bring John Pavlovitz to Quincy Saturday, September 15 at 7pm for a
lecture, to be held at the Quincy Senior and Family Resource Center, 639 York St., Quincy, IL.
John Pavlovitz is a pastor, writer, and ac vist from Wake Forest, North Carolina. A 20‐year
veteran of local church ministry, John is commi ed to equality, diversity, and jus ce ‐
both inside and outside faith communi es. He recently released his ﬁrst book, A Bigger
Table: Building Messy, Authen c, and Hopeful Spiritual Community. A new book, Hope and
Other Superpowers, will be published in November 2018.
The lecture begins at 7 p.m. at the Quincy Senior and Family Resource Center, 639 York
St. General admission ckets are $7 in advance and $10 at the door.
Please join John Pavlovitz on September 15th for a hopeful night of storytelling, encouragement, and honest
conversa on about se ng the table for a new, more loving expression of faith and community.
If you would like to a end, you may purchase your advance cket at: h ps://www.payit2.com/event/101873
(you can google Rev. John Pavlovitz + Quincy, IL to reach the link).
Please contact Rev. Woulfe for car‐pooling informa on.
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Green Committee Update
Prairie Path Gets Wildﬂower Identiﬁcation Signs
Green Sanctuary Report September 2018 by Bob Croteau

Ryan Croteau’s Eagle Scout project to create a pathway with medita on circle and install 12 wildﬂower
iden ﬁca on signs was completed with the help of volunteers on two separate workdays last month to help
visitors to the winding path be er understand the hidden beauty of this ecological restora on eﬀort.
The prairie is a gradually evolving tapestry of subtle and not so subtle wildﬂowers and other plants and
grasses that is in fast track to emerge with the help of many volunteers to ll, plant, mow and weed to help
the original blend of plants that otherwise evolved over thousands of years to a colorful equilibrium. Come
and walk the path, read the signs and see all the bu erﬂies who have come to see it too.

z
ALUUC Essay Contest
HOW TO PRACTICE NON-VIOLENCE ESSAY CONTEST
ALUUC will give an award of $100 to a high school aged child of a
member or a friend of ALUUC who writes the best essay as to how to
prac ce non‐violence.
The essay should have at least 500 words.
The essays should be submi ed to :
Vinod Gupta, by October 31, 2018.
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Pastoral Care
Do you know someone who would beneﬁt from a friendly call or visit? Someone undergoing surgery or
hospitaliza on, or recovering from either? Someone who would appreciate a meal?
Please no fy one of the co‐chairs of the Pastoral Care Commi ee, Delinda Chapman or Jodi Perko, or Rev.
Woulfe. If you would like to join the Pastoral Care Team, let us know!

Covenant Groups Update
ALUUC Covenant Groups Start New Season of Sharing
We hope you a ended and enjoyed the Covenant Group Service on August 26,
which included a “ﬁsh bowl” experience of a covenant group mee ng that
highlighted important aspects of group par cipa on. Our spring covenant group
par cipants are also sharing their personal experience on Sunday mornings.
The Covenant Group Commi ee and the Covenant Group Facilitators have been
working to bring another season of deep sharing and listening to the ALUUC
community.
As we have seen here, covenant groups have the power to build sustained rela onships between members
and friends within the congrega on and to deepen commitment to UU values. In Peoria, it changed the
environment of the church to be more loving: people listen be er, there is an increase in honoring everyone’s
me to share, and it served as a path to leadership development within the congrega on.
Facilitator Training September 9
Those covenant group par cipants who expressed an interest in becoming a facilitator will, with all current
facilitators, par cipate in the ﬁrst ALUUC‐sponsored covenant group facilitator training on September 9 a er
Sunday’s service.
Par cipant Signup through September 17
Par cipant signups started early in August and will con nue un l September 17. If you are interested in
par cipa ng in a covenant group, you can sign up here (h ps://www.aluuc.org/aluuc‐covenant‐group‐sign‐up‐
form ), download a form here (h ps://www.aluuc.org/togetherweshare/wp‐content/uploads/Covenant‐
Groups‐Sign‐Up‐20180213.pdf ) or obtain a paper form from Stu Jacobsen or any facilitator. The commi ee
will assign par cipants in September, with actual covenant group mee ngs star ng the last week in
September.
Par cipa on is par cularly important!
Covenant groups depend on regular sharing by all members, and it's important to make a commitment to
a end faithfully. You may be surprised how much you miss hearing the perspec ve of someone who has gelled
as a member of your group! Par cipants commit to meet regularly: twice a month star ng in October for about
two hours each mee ng. For each group, members will decide on their covenant and whether to con nue
mee ng throughout the spring.
To learn more, visit h p://www.aluuc.org/aluuc‐covenant‐groups, contact Stu Jacobson, or email
covenantgroups@aluuc.org.
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ALUUC Social Justice Committee (SJC) Update
Sunday Service SJ Moment lets you know what you can do to promote social jus ce.

ALUUC Vote Your Values Campaign
SJC is making voter engagement our focus leading up to the November elec ons.
The ALUUC Board is suppor ng this eﬀort and our goal to have 100% of people at
ALUUC over 18 years of age registered to vote with a clear personal plan for vo ng
their issues. By becoming engaged in the civic process, we will be empowered to
make our voice stronger for the priority values iden ﬁed by our congrega on.
This month, you will see volunteers on Sundays oﬀering informa on about voter
registra on, early vo ng, and vo ng by mail. Look for our table on September
16th, 23rd, and 30th following service. We have a ached some general dates to
keep in mind related to vo ng in Sangamon County. If you would like to help us
educate and mo vate ALUUC voters by staﬃng our tables a er service, please email Meg Evans or Beth
Emery.
Important dates and web address:
September 27 (Thursday) ‐ 1st day early vo ng (in the elec on oﬃce) & mailing mail ballots
October 9 (Tuesday) ‐ Last day to register to vote or make an address change
October 21 (Sunday) ‐ Last day online voter registra on through the State Board of elec ons
website: ova.elec ons.il.gov (Note: Site will close at midnight)
November 1 (Thursday) ‐ Last day to apply by mail for a vote by mail ballot
November 5 (Monday) ‐ Last day for early vo ng at the oﬃce of the elec on authority
November 6 (Tuesday) ‐ GENERAL ELECTION DAY
Here is the link to the complete list of Registra on and Vo ng dates: h ps://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/
Elec ons/Informa on/documents/Nov2018GeneralRegandVo ngDates_000.pdf
(Thanks Beth Emery & Jan Droegkamp for this)

An ‐discrimina on and Systemic Racism
SJC is looking into a congrega on wide series of events to examine discrimina on and systemic racism. In our
very splintered country, we need to learn where we are, why we are there & the impact that has on not only
those around us, but also on ourselves. If you are interested in ge ng involved in this from the ground up,
please contact Nancy Derrig.

Change 4 Change ‐ Thank you for your most appreciated and needed generosity.
You are always most generous in the 1st Sunday of the month Change 4 Change collec on
and the organiza ons have been very apprecia ve. Since many of you have expressed a
desire to do more to help, the organiza ons will now have a representa ve at a table
during coﬀee hour providing more informa on. Please visit them. SJC hopes you like this
change.

C-4-C

Continued on page 7

Continued from page 6
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September ‐ UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois) “Building Community for Jus ce”
UUANI works "to build our collec ve power to act eﬀec vely for jus ce by building rela onships within our
congrega ons and with other congrega ons." This network of Illinois UUs is working for meaningful social
change toward jus ce, beloved community and a healthy planet. ALUUC Social Jus ce Workshops last
spring were presented by Rev. Sco Aaseng, founder and leader of this group. UUANI does not receive
funding from the UUA (UU Associa on), so please be generous. Checks should be made out to ALUUC with
“UUANI” noted in the memo line.
August – Wooden It Be Lovely
We contributed $468.16 and 5 new volunteers for Wooden It Be Lovely, a ministry of Douglas Avenue
United Methodist Church. Their mission is to oﬀer hope & employment to mothers healing from lives of
poverty, addic on and abuse. The mothers are employed to refurbish and sell donated wooden furniture
while their young children are cared for onsite. Checks are s ll most welcome made out to ALUUC with
Wooden It Be Lovely noted in the memo line.

SJC Regular Mee ngs
We usually meet the 3rd Sunday, 12 noon, in the Berkley Moore (was Barton) room. No regular mee ng in
September. All are welcome; we need your concerns and ideas.
Be the change you want to see.

Upcoming Local Social Jus ce Community Ac ons
September 19 ‐ 22 ‐ Mobile Mexican Consulate will be at ALUUC to serve Mexican
ci zens.
September 22 ‐ ACLU Dinner 6‐10 pm, University of Illinois Springﬁeld, Public Aﬀairs
Center,
C & D, Tickets $50, Please call 217‐816‐9275 for more informa on.
September 23 ‐ Rev. Silas Johnson from FCCG (Faith Coali on for the Common Good) will be
our service presenter as he and Rev. Mar n Woulfe exchange pulpits.
September 30 ‐ Shelley Heidman from FCCG will present “Vote Your Values” at our service.

LOCAL CONTACTS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVITIES
UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)
A great site for local social jus ce ac vi es in Illinois. Our connec on to this group
is Deb Hagan. For more informa on and/or Email alerts: www.uuani.org or
www.facebook.com/UUANI.
Faith Coali on for the Common Good (FCCG)
FCCG is a local associa on of over 25 churches (including ALUUC), faith‐based
organiza ons and labor unions providing opportuni es to work on SJC focuses of An racism, Immigra on
and Homelessness with people of diﬀerent faith tradi ons. Much of their work is done through 4 task
forces: Educa on, Jobs and Economic Equity, Civic Engagement and Policy Involvement, and CUJO (Ci zens
United for Jus ce and Order). ALUUC members are on these task forces and would love to have you join
them. Please contact the FCCG oﬃce at www.faithcoali on‐il.org or Shelley Heideman at 544‐2297.
Informa on on upcoming task force mee ngs call the oﬃce or go to h ps://faithcoali on‐il.org/what‐we‐
do/ for a mee ngs calendar under News and Events There is strength in numbers and diversity folks.
(Thanks Stu for this informa on)
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Photos of the Fair
On Thursday, August 9, ﬁ y members and friends of ALUUC turned out to volunteer at Gate 7. Despite the
heavy traﬃc and warm weather, we were able to keep our cool and even at mes have fun! We had
volunteers of all ages ‐‐ some of whom even looked rather stylish in the ﬂorescent vests that were issued.

Minister’s Offi ce Hours
Monday ‐ Oﬀ
Tuesday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 3pm
Wednesday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 2pm
Thursday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 3pm
Friday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 3pm
Saturday ‐ Sermon Prepara on Day
Sunday ‐ Available a er coﬀee hour
Please call to schedule an appointment during evening hours.
Oﬃce Manager Cheryl Wycoﬀ will be on vaca on September 11 ‐ 24. Please contact Rev. Woulfe during her
absence.
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The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
invites you to our...

65th Anniversary Celebration!
Sunday, September 16, 2018

Festivities begin after service!
11:30 am — Luncheon & cake
1:00 pm — Dedication of the fire pit
and mortgage burning

Visit the following:
“GarageMahal”

Tours of our new super Solar Powered
Garage with mimosas

Prairie
Garden

Travel the new path through the
prairie garden, with plant signs
and purple martin birdhouse

Sanctuary

ALUUC history table with 65th
anniversary handouts, photos of
founding members, and more!

Fire Pit

Make s’mores!

ALUUC
t-shirts
on sale
in foyer

Voter Registration
Booth encouraging
members & friends to
‘vote their values’
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Involvement Expo on September 30, at 11:45 am in the Sanctuary
Do you stay a er service for coﬀee hour but would like to make deeper
connec ons with others? Why not join a small group or commi ee to be
of service to your church community and get to know others at ALUUC
be er.
Come meet our many wonderful commi ees! There will be informa on
about Commi ees and other small groups a er the service on
September 30. You can learn more about what our commi ees do, and
how you can par cipate.
Have a ques on before the Expo? Contact the chair of that commi ee!
Children’s Religious Education (RE)
This commi ee plans the curricula for the children’s religious educa on,
and plans other events for the children throughout the year.
Deborah Cavanaugh‐Grant is our chair (RE@aluuc.org).
Covenant Groups
ALUUC Covenant Groups meet regularly to discuss speciﬁc topics within a spiritual context. They provide
opportuni es for deeper community and for service to the congrega on and to the broader community.
Par cipa on in covenant groups is a way to help individuals build rela onships, experience a greater sense of
belonging, and feel supported in their spiritual journeys.
Stu Jacobson is our chair (CovenantGroups@aluuc.org).
Electronic & Communications (ECC)
This commi ee manages digital communica ons (website, monthly newsle er, oﬃcial emails, social media);
membership directories; oﬃce computers and related equipment; and audio/visual equipment (sound system,
hearing assist).
Marissa DeWeese is our chair (Email@aluuc.org).
Facilities
This commi ee maintains the building and grounds of the congrega on. Aesthe cs and Flower are sub ‐
commi ees of Facili es. Green Sanctuary Commi ee works closely with this commi ee. Our Mow Crew is a
part of this commi ee.
Gwen Childs & Kurt DeWeese are our co‐chairs (Facili es‐Com@aluuc.org).
* Aesthetics
This commi ee (a subcommi ee of Facili es) maintains the setup and appearance of the congrega onal
building. Gwen Childs is our chair (Aesthe cs@aluuc.org).
* Flower
This commi ee (a subcommi ee of Facili es) provides the ﬂoral arrangements for the Sunday morning
services. Vi Lanum is our chair (Flower@aluuc.org)
Finance
This commi ee coordinates pledge drives, iden ﬁes ﬁnancial needs and works with the Board to recommend
the annual congrega onal budget. Kurt DeWeese is our chair (Finance@aluuc.org).
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Fellowship
This commi ee plans fun ac vi es that build community and fellowship throughout the year.
We are s ll looking for a chair – are you interested? Contact Kim Villanueva.
Fundraising
This commi ee is tasked with developing exci ng and innova ve ways of raising funds for ALUUC.
Gwen Childs and Kim Villanueva are our co‐chairs.
Green Sanctuary
This commi ee iden ﬁes and seeks to develop ways the congrega on can func on in a more environmentally
sustainable manner. This commi ee also iden ﬁes and works with outreach eﬀorts in our community, both
local and global. This commi ee works closely with the Facili es Commi ee and the Social Jus ce Commi ee.
Jim Curran is our chair (GreenSanctuary@aluuc.org).
Membership
This commi ee fosters membership, reten on of members, organizes publicity for the congrega on.
Carol Kneedler & Dianne Roberts are our co‐chairs (Membership@aluuc.org).
Pastoral Care
This commi ee provides care and help to members having diﬃcul es. One of our ac vi es is to match
members with needs and members able to help. We need volunteers who are not interested in commi ee
mee ngs, but want to visit the homebound, drive for people, deliver stuﬀ, and some mes cook a casserole.
Delinda Chapman & Jodi Perko are our co‐chairs (PastoralCare@aluuc.org).
Program
This commi ee schedules the lay‐led sermon topics and plans the summer services.
Elaine Orr is our chair (Program.Com@aluuc.org).
Social Justice (SJC)
This commi ee educates the congrega on and takes ac on on social jus ce issues. This commi ee supports
many projects at the local, na onal and interna onal level.
Nancy Derrig & Meg Evans are our co‐chairs (SocialJus ce@aluuc.org).
* Welcoming Congregation
This commi ee (a subcommi ee of Social Jus ce) strives to maintain a diverse membership, promotes
learning and sharing of values, and fosters ac on that advances social jus ce and compassion, both in our
community and in our world. Meg Evans is our chair (WCC@aluuc.org).
In addi on to our Commi ees, we have several fantas c Groups and Classes, some of which will also be at the
Expo. Hope to see you there!

Milestones
The Program Commi ee is pleased to share that Milestones will be included
during the following worship services during September
September 16 ‐ Sung Milestones
October 7 ‐ Tradi onal Milestones
October 14 ‐ Sung Milestones
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults
A COURSE IN MIRACLES RE CLASS
Par cipants include some who have studied A Course in Miracles for years and
have a strong understanding of the material. Others are just beginning their
study and have lots of ques ons. Wherever you are in your interest in this text,
you are welcome to join us.
We will not meet on September 18th or 25 this month.
A goal of A Course in Miracles is to train us to listen to God’s voice, the Holy Spirit. This extension of
God’s mind serves as our inner guide, who will direct our thoughts, telling us exactly what to do, and
direc ng all our eﬀorts. To be truly eﬀec ve, we must learn to rely on our own internal teacher rather than
looking for help outside ourselves. We are thus guided to discover our own God‐given func on. As we are
led from the world of the ego to the world of love, our percep on of ourselves as separated persons is
corrected, and we remember our higher, or true Self. We remember we were created by God as His Child,
and we are enabled to accept the Christ within, and to see with Christ’s vision. We recognize our oneness
with God, our Self, and all our brothers, and are able, ﬁnally, to “teach only love,” which is our true func on
as Children of God.
We in the Berkley Room at ALUUC at 6 pm every Tuesday to read and discuss these concepts and how
they apply to our lives. Ques ons? Please email acim@aluuc.org.

HUMANIST GROUP
The ALUUC Humanist Group will meet Monday, September 24, at 7PM at ALUUC to discuss Columbia
College philosophy professor Stephen Asma’s book “Why We Need Religion”, facilitated by Carol
Floyd. Professor Asma argues that, like art, religion has direct access to our emo onal lives in ways
that science does not.
His book has been featured in the New York Times (h ps://
www.ny mes.com/2018/06/03/opinion/why‐we‐need‐religion.html) and Skep c
(h ps://www.skep c.com/science‐salon/why‐we‐need‐religion/).
Ques ons? Please contact Sarah Iaiennaro at humanistgroup@aluuc.org.

All groups must reserve their mee ng space in advance for mee ngs and/or events through Oﬃce Manager
Cheryl Wycoﬀ at oﬃce@aluuc.org.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults (Continued)
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
The ALUUC Book Group will meet on Tuesday, September 25th at 7 PM in the
Channing Room. Please join us as we welcome Jackie Jackson to discuss her
early volume, Stories from the Round Barn. These stories date from the early
20th Century when the Round Barn was built in Beloit, Wisconsin by Jackie’s
grandfather. This wonderful evening will probably include the reading of some
of the stories. If you have read any of Jackie’s other Round Barn volumes, you
are encouraged to a end.
Following are the selec ons for the remainder of 2018:
October 23: Madison Park: A Place of Hope by Eric L. Motley
November 27: Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate
No mee ng in December
Anyone can join us for a discussion on a book of your interest. You do not need to a end regularly.
For ques ons, email Penny Wollan‐Kriel at bookgroup@aluuc.org

NEWS GROUP
The News Group meets on the ﬁrst Thursday of each month at 7pm.
Join us on September 6th in the Channing Room of the church. If you have any ques ons
call Kurt DeWeese or Frank Kopecky, or email newsgroup@aluuc.org. Everyone is
welcome.

HIKING GROUP
This months hike will be at Lincoln Memorial Gardens Hike Saturday September 22 at 10am.
Email Jim Curran at hiking@aluuc.org for more informa on.

COVENANT GROUPS
Seeking a deeper connec on with your fellow UU’s?
Plan now to join the next cycle of Covenant Groups beginning this September.
For more informa on now, please contact UU members Stu Jacobson or Juliet Slack or
covenantgroups@aluuc.org.
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GSIA Interfaith Monthly Meeting
The Interfaith Group is pleased to launch its programming for the 2018‐2019 year. The ﬁrst event will be held
on Tuesday, September 4 at ALUUC (745 Woodside Road, Springﬁeld, 62711) and will feature Jane Ford who
will speak about changes to the SMTD and issues on the task force for Homelessness.
Jane Ford represents an advocacy group, Friends of Transit which was instrumental in the restart of night bus
service 10 years ago. They con nue to work SMTD to get the word out to the public especially to those who
may not have internet access.
The GSIA mee ng is from 11:45 am ‐ 1:30 pm. Please bring your lunch; various hot and cold beverages will be
provided.

Invitation to Mahatma Gandhi Birthday Celebration
The India Associa on of Greater Springﬁeld invites everyone to celebrated Mahatma Gandhi’s 149th Birthday.
Our very own Rev. Mar n Woulfe and Larry Golden are among the speakers at the event. The celebra on will
take place October 2, at 6:30 PM at IRC Center, 2940 N Peoria Rd. Springﬁeld, IL.
All are welcome! Refreshments will be served. Contact Vinnie Gupta for ques ons.

ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays) on the
Third Monday of every month. The next mee ng will be held at ALUUC on Monday,
September 17th at 7 pm.
This is a safe and conﬁden al gathering of LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer) people, their families, friends and allies to meet and
share. This PFLAG group is open to all and welcomes your energy!
Visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/PFLAGSpringﬁeldIL. To contact the group by email: pﬂag‐
springﬁeldil_1@juno.com.

Fabulous Fundraising
Scrip is a coopera ve that allows congrega on members to buy gi cards to na onal
retailers at face value. A percentage of each card sold comes back to ALUUC. Gas sta ons,
grocery and clothing stores, drugstores and restaurants are well‐represented on the list of
400+ vendors.
Go to www.aluuc.org/about‐aluuc/members/scrip‐program for step‐by‐step instruc ons on how to register
for this program. Use the code provided by Kerri to join the ALUUC’s program. Scrip gi cards are sent to
ALUUC; members then can pick them up and use them. Many scrip cards are reloadable, and you can also buy
scrip as a ScripNow eCard, which can be printed from your computer and used immediately.
Our next order deadline is September 16th. Please contact Kerri Skrudland at scrip@aluuc.org or phone for
more informa on about this exci ng program.
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Fellowship Events
Roy Zimmerman Concert at ALUUC on September 13, 7pm
Roy Zimmerman returns to Springﬁeld on Thursday, September 13!
Join us for an evening of musical comedy, wit, and social jus ce
poignancy. Fans are familiar with his repertoire that includes “Crea on
Science 101, To Be a Liberal, The Wedding of Church and State,” “To the
Vic ms of this Shoo ng We Send our Thoughts & Prayers, etc.” Of his work, Roy says, “Some mes I think
sa re is the most hopeful and hear elt form of expression,” says Roy, “because in calling out the world’s
absurdi es and laughing in their face, I’m aﬃrming the real possibility for change.” Roy’s songs have been
heard on HBO and Show me. He’s shared stages with Bill Maher, Robin Williams, Ellen DeGeneres, John
Oliver, Kate Clinton and George Carlin. He’s been proﬁled on NPR’s “All Things Considered,” and he’s a
featured blogger for the Huﬃngton Post. Tickets are $20 or pay what you can. The concert starts at 7 pm.

Game Night - Friday, September 14th at 6pm
Come out for a night of fun, food, and of course, games!
Pizza will be provided. You are welcome to bring your own sides, snacks, drinks, and
games!

Movie Night - RBG
Sunday, September 9th at 5pm
"An in mate portrait of an unlikely rock star: Supreme Court Jus ce Ruth Bader
Ginsburg. With unprecedented access, the ﬁlmmakers Betsy West and Julie Cohen
explore how Bader Ginsberg's early legal ba les changed the world for women."
RBG will also air on the CNN channel on Monday September 3, at 8pm and 11pm.
97 minutes. Rated PG. Popcorn will be provided, along with sub tles for those who are
hard of hearing impaired.

Labyrinth Walk
Friday October 19, 7 - 9 PM
Looking for a quiet yet invigora ng spiritual exercise? Our monthly
medita ve walks will resume in October. This method is a unique, ancient
pathway to greater spirituality that incorporates body and consciousness.
Each walk starts at 7 pm.
There will also be an opportunity to receive a Oneness Blessing before and a er you walk; those who wish to
stay a er the walk may join in an informal Vespers service‐UU Communion held in Rev. Woulfe’s oﬃce.
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September 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

2
Sunday Service
Change for Change

3
Labor Day

4
11:45am
GSIA Mtg.

5

6
7
7pm News
Group
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

8
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

12

13

14

7pm Roy
Zimmerman
Concert

6pm
Game Night

15
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

20
8am Mexican
Consulate

21
8am Mexican
Consulate

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

9
Sunday Service
Rocks and Water
12pm Pathways to
Membership
12pm Facilitator
Training
12pm RE Mtg

10

11

7pm Pathways to
Membership

6pm Board Mtg.
6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

*7pm Rev. Jim
Pavlovitz @ Quincy

5pm Movie Night
RBG
16
Sunday Service
65th Anniv.
Celebration

17

18
7 pm
PFLAG Group

19
1pm Mexican
Consulate

6:30pm
Membership
Com Mtg.

Scrip Deadline Deadline for
Covenant Groups
12pm Voter Reg. Signups

*10am Hiking
Group
*6pm ACLU
Dinner @ UIS

7pm Adult RE
23
Sunday Service
12pm Voter
Registration
30
Sunday Service
Involvement
Expo

24

25

7 pm
7pm
Humanist Group Book Group

26

27

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group
7pm Adult RE

22
8am Mexican
Consulate

28

* indicates event takes place off-site.
Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.

29
9:30 am Zen
Meditation
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Contact Information

Minister:

Rev. Martin Woulfe

minister@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Brenda Elam
Pat Woods
Tracy Zieber
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
dre@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Director RE
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

745 Woodside Road

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Kim Villanueva
Debby Hagan
Dianne Roberts
Alison Stachera
Bob Croteau
Bonnie Ettinger
Larry Muir
Lara Quivey
Dennis Rumme
Marsh Wijetunge

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

Gwen Childs
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
-Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
- Covenant Groups
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)
Social Justice
- Welcoming Congregations

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Elaine
Gambiani
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt
DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
TBD
Stu Jacobson
Kurt DeWeese
Jim Curran
Debby Hagan
Carol Kneedler & Dianne
Roberts
Delinda Chapman
Dianne Roberts
Elaine Orr
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Nancy Derrig
Meg Evans & Tracy Zieber

Springfield, IL
62711

(217) 585-9550

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

ALUUC

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org
webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
covenantgroups@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctuary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
membership@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
re@aluuc.org
socialjustice@aluuc.org
wcc@aluuc.org

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 65 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
745 Woodside Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711
217-585-9550

