ALUUC Focus
Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation Newsletter
November 2018

From Your ALUUC Minister
Special points of interest:
UU Group Photo
Craft Fair Information
Time Change
Welcome New Members
Circle Suppers Sign Up
Volunteer Information

Inside this issue:
From Your Minister

1

Services

3

From your RE Director

4

Membership Commi ee
Update

5

Stone Soup Service

6

Social Jus ce Update

8

ALUUC Photo

11

6th Annual Cra Fair

12

ALUUC Groups

14

Fellowship Events

17

Calendar

18

ALUUC is a Welcoming
Congregation

I probably should be dead right now, or at least terribly
injured. Worse yet, others could have been severely injured.
The incident took place last week – not my ﬁrst brush with
disaster while driving, but it le me shaking with sense of
“there‐but‐for‐the‐grace‐of‐all‐that‐is‐holy.”
I was on my way to church, you see. It was evening,
around 5:30 and I had just turned onto Chatham Road. I’ve
taken this route thousands of mes. As I turned, a sign adver sing ﬁrewood
caught my eye. Good ming ‐ I had been thinking about buying some ﬁrewood
all week. A good thing to have around the house since the Autumn has turned so
cold so quickly. My preoccupa on was punctured by the unexpected sight of a
solid line of cars, their brake lights lit up like red suns. I was going too fast and I
sensed that that this would be a bad one – a sensa on I had experienced
decades before, immediately before a head‐on collision. Spurred by a burst of
ins nct, perhaps adrenaline, I jerked the wheel sharply to the right and my car
surged oﬀ the road, down the embankment. Gripping the steering wheel, hi ng
the brakes, the thought ﬂashed in my head that the car could roll over or that
the axel might break. Or worse, maybe I would hit something. Or worst yet,
someone. My breath caught in my throat. By some extraordinary measure of
luck, the car held steady and I halted it without any apparent damage. Mor ﬁed
‐ yet recovering my nerve ‐ I put the car back into drive and coaxed it forward
towards the line of cars. One motorist let me merge back into the ﬂow of traﬃc
and within two minutes, I was in ALUUC’s parking lot.
Have you ever had one of those moments, a close brush? Memories of past
accidents came to mind. Of course, we have all known others who were less
fortunate. It took a few minutes to process the event, and pressed home the
no on that one’s life, and the lives of those connected with theirs, can turn to
catastrophe in an instant. But the ramiﬁca ons go much broader – in such
instances, the lives of others, complete strangers, can also be wrecked.
The grooves in the grass are s ll present, more than a week later. Each me I
pass, they oﬀer a silent admonishment and mute warning. Be mindful of what
you’re doing, be mindful of your surroundings. And be grateful for every chance
when one can walk away from error and start again anew.
Sincerely, Rev. Mar n Woulfe, minister@aluuc.org

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congrega on is a religious community of individuals coming together for
spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical tradi ons of every person and honor their
cultural tradi ons, ages, abili es, economic status, race, sexual orienta on and gender.
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Membership Committee Update
Membership has got lots of exci ng events coming up!
We'd like to thank everyone who came by our table at the Involvement Expo. We
had a great turnout, and cha ed about volunteerism and membership, and we certainly
enjoyed Dianne Roberts' delicious peanut bu er cookies.
If you haven't been to the ALUUC website for a while, now would be a great me to
give it a click. Check out the new Member Rights & Responsibili es Page here: h ps://www.aluuc.org/
member‐rights‐responsibili es This has been an ongoing project for the Membership Commi ee for a year,
with research, wri ng, and revisions. ALUUC Members enjoy a number of perks such as being able to rent
building space at a discount, and having a voice in congrega onal vote during the Annual Mee ng. The
purpose of this document is to help explore what it means to be a member, all the rights and responsibili es
thereof, and the pathways to becoming a member. It's good stuﬀ!
Speaking of Pathways, the November Pathways to Membership class will be held all in one session, on
Sunday, Nov. 11, a er services. For more informa on about that, please contact Rev. Mar n Woulfe at
Minister@aluuc.org or the Membership Coordinator Tracy Zieber at welcome@aluuc.org.
To celebrate all of our newest members there will be a New Member Ceremony on Sunday, November 18
during the regular service. The Membership Commi ee will be contac ng those who have recently signed the
membership book and asking them to join us for this special event in which the congrega on oﬃcially
welcomes our newest members. We highly encourage all to a end.
On November 2, from 5pm un l 8pm, Rev. Mar n Woulfe will a ending Interna onal Day at UIS. He will
have literature and informa on about ALUUC and Unitarian Universalism, and would welcome anyone who
would like to accompany him for this Interna onal Day of fes vi es and learning. Please contact him for more
informa on.
The next Membership Commi ee mee ng will take place on Thursday, November 29, at 6:30pm. All are
welcome and encouraged to a end. Please contact membership@aluuc.org for more informa on.
Tracy Zieber, Membership Coordinator welcome@aluuc.org

Milestones
The Program Commi ee is pleased to share that Milestones will be included
during the following worship services during November.
November 4 ‐ Sung Milestones
November 11 ‐ Tradi onal Milestones
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Sunday Morning Services
10:30 am
November 4, 2018
This Land Is Your Land, Rev. Mar n Woulfe

Join us as we celebrate in word and song the upli ing themes of community, democracy and egalitarianism!
“Change for Change”, Sung Milestones
November 11, 2018
When Church and State Collude, Rev. Mar n Woulfe
During this service, let us consider the extent that na onaliza on has undermined compassion and spirituality
within the larger secular and religious cultures.
Tradi onal Milestones, Pathways to Membership A er Service
November 18, 2018
The Spirituality of Scars, Rev. Mar n Woulfe
How and when do our scars – physical and spiritual ‐ deﬁne us? And what of the healing process – what
remains once the injury is well past, and what lingers s ll? In what ways might a more resilient “spiritual
health” be cul vated?
A New Members Welcoming Ritual will be included.
November 25, 2018
Stone Soup, Penny Wollan‐Kriel
Based on the folk tale, Stone Soup, this intergenera onal service will bring together the congrega on to ﬁll the
‘ke le with ingredients’ which will be given to the Kumler Food Pantry. Please see the newsle er ar cle for
desired dona ons and dona on plan.
December 2, 2018
The Colors of Christmas me, Rev. Mar n Woulfe
In this service, we will consider the “tradi onal” colors of the season – and what are their origins? How does
an understanding of them enhance our apprecia on of the present season?
Change for Change, Sung Milestones

MINISTER’S OFFICE HOURS
Monday ‐ Oﬀ
Tuesday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 3 pm
Wednesday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 2 pm
Thursday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 3 pm
Friday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 3 pm
Saturday ‐ Sermon Prepara on Day
Sunday ‐ Available a er coﬀee hour

Rev. Woulfe will be a ending the UU Ministers’ Fall
Retreat from November 12 ‐ 15. Please direct any
pastoral care concerns during that me to either
Delinda Chapman or Jodi Perko.
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From Your Director of Religious Education
I was reading an ar cle by Fr. Thomas Rosica concerning the nature of gra tude. I’ve
been doing research for November RE programming, so I’ve been reading a wide array of
sources. He reﬂects that “While Americans remember the Pilgrims se ling in the New
World, Canadians give thanks for a successful harvest. At the heart of our Thanksgiving
celebra on is the idea of giving thanks for the goodness of the season past. And yet how
o en do we simply give thanks for who we are and what we have when things are going
well in our lives?”
That got me thinking about what we’re teaching in RE this month. It didn’t seem to ﬁt much with
Thanksgiving! Our lesson for November 4th for the PreK‐5 students is about exploring anger and our lesson for
the following Sunday is about de‐fusing anger. Useful for those really large holiday gatherings when tempers
can be a bit edgy, but not really about thankfulness. However, then I was watching a TED talk by Susan Davis
en tled “Why It’s Good to Embrace Nega ve Feelings.” Her premise is that we make having feelings like anger,
sadness, and grief a “bad” thing, encouraging our youngsters to push such feelings aside, rather than allow
themselves to feel them and make those feelings a part of us so that we can “own our emo ons rather than
allow our emo ons to own us.”

That last bit ‐ “owning our emo ons” ‐ is a big part of we’re working on in RE ‐ with the PreK‐K all the way to
the SYG, and it really is something for which to be thankful. As the elec on season comes to a close, and we
deal with the results, regardless of what they are, we’ll need to
own our emo ons so we can help ourselves, our congrega on and
our country thrive and grow.
Looking forward to the rest of November’s RE oﬀerings,
Thanksgiving cra s on November 18, then an Intergenera onal
Service the last Sunday in November, followed by pageant
prepara on all December, and we have quite a bit to make us
thankful. The SYG hosted a speaker who talked to them about his
faith tradi on; the Pre‐K/K students have been making inspiring
cra s as they’ve learned about needs, feelings, and making
requests so those needs can be fulﬁlled; and the ﬁrst and second
graders have been using mo on to understand the diﬀerence between demands and requests. Third through
eighth graders have been reading some fairly demanding texts, and making comparisons between their own
Continued on page 5
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needs and feelings and those of people from history and literature.
All in all, we are quite thankful for our students, our teachers, our
parents/guardians, our congrega on, and the fact we have the
opportunity to share what makes us UUs.
Thanks, Pat Woods, Director of Religious Educa on, dre@aluuc.org

Welcome New Members
Please join us in honoring our newest members on
November 18:
Tyrese Thomas ‐ 05/05/18
Karen & Dan Skinner ‐ 05/21/18
Sandra Hudgins‐Brewer & Michael Brewer ‐ 08/06/18
April Bracco ‐ 08/06/18
Chris Norman ‐ 08/06/18
Barbara Pfeﬀer ‐ 09/10/18
Eli Bernardoni ‐ 09/10/18
Kyle MacKenzie Roughan ‐ 10/22/18
Amy Hawkins ‐ 10/22/18

CYFS Holiday Party
Volunteers and Donations
Needed
This will be a collabora ve eﬀort with other
religious organiza ons.
The Center For Youth & Family Solu ons
Holiday Party is
December 16th at
Cherry Hills Bap st
Church – Volunteers and
dona ons are needed!
Please contact Rev.
Mar n Woulfe for more
informa on.

WINTER WARMING CENTER - Volunteers Needed!
Volunteers are needed for the Winter Warming Center. Six people are needed per dinner for
each of the following Sunday evenings:
November 25
December 23
January 27
February 24
March 24
Meet at 6:30 p.m. at the Warming Center ‐ 1015 E. Madison Street, Springﬁeld 62702. Please
email Michelle Green to volunteer.
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Stone Soup Sunday November 25, 2018
Coordinated by Penny Wollan‐Kriel
Based on the folk tale, Stone Soup, this intergenera onal service will bring together the congrega on to ﬁll
the ‘ke le with ingredients’ which will be given to the Kumler Food Pantry.
According to your last name, please bring one or more of the indicated items to add to the ‘ke le’ or to the
serving table:
A–B
C–D
E–H
I–L
M
N–Q
R
S
T–Z

Canned Green Vegetables
Canned or Dried Beans (Black, Kidney, Pinto, etc.)
Canned Fruit [Most requested item]
Non‐Green Canned Vegetables; Canned Tomatoes
Soups, Chili, Sal nes, Crackers [Not Oyster Crackers]
Fruit Juices
Peanut Bu er, Jelly, Jam, Jello, Pudding
Pasta, Macaroni & Cheese, Skillet Dinners
Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes, Onions, Carrots

Please do not bring out‐of‐date items. Thank you for your generosity.

Pastoral Care
Do you know someone who would beneﬁt from a friendly call or visit? Someone undergoing surgery or
hospitaliza on, or recovering from either? Someone who would appreciate a meal?
Please no fy one of the co‐chairs of the Pastoral Care Commi ee, Delinda Chapman or Jodi Perko, or Rev.
Woulfe. If you would like to join the Pastoral Care Team, let us know!

COFFEE HOUR

FLOWERS

Join us every Sunday
morning a er service
for coﬀee and
conversa on!

Nov 4 ‐ Penny Wollan‐Kriel & Jack Kriel
Nov 11 ‐ Deborah Cavanaugh‐Grant
Nov 18 ‐ Sandra Creasey
Nov 25 ‐ Deborah Cavanaugh‐Grant

If you are interested
in
helping out in the kitchen on Sunday, click here to
sign up or contact email@aluuc.org.

As always your tax‐deduc ble
$20 dona on is payable the
week before the Sunday
requested. Thank you!
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Fundraise for ALUUC While You Shop!
Are you an Amazon customer? You can help ALUUC!
When Amazon customers shop on smile.amazon.com, the
AmazonSmile Founda on will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible
purchases to the charitable organiza ons selected by customers.
For example, if you make a $100 purchase, Amazon will donate 50
cents to ALUUC.
How does it work?
1. Sign in to your Amazon account using the on smile.amazon.com
link.
2. Put your cursor over “Account & Lists” from the naviga on at the
top of any page.
3. Click on “Your AmazonSmile” from the lists.
4. On the right side of the page, if you have already selected ALUUC, you will see Abraham Lincoln Unitarian
Universalist Congrega on, Loca on: Springﬁeld, IL | Year Founded: 1995.
5. If you don‘t see this, click on the “Change Charity” bu on.
6. Below “Or pick your own charitable organiza on”, type in “Abraham Lincoln Unitarian” (without the
quotes) and click Search.
7. Select Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist, and click Select. Every me you make a new purchase on
Amazon, be sure to start at smile.amazon.com!
Do you give Gift Cards? Shop with Scrip! Where a percentage goes to ALUUC!
Scrip is a coopera ve that allows congrega on members to buy gi cards to
na onal retailers at face value. A percentage of each card sold comes back to
ALUUC. Gas sta ons, grocery and clothing stores, drugstores and restaurants are
well‐represented on the list of 400+ vendors. Scrip gi cards are sent to ALUUC;
members then can pick them up and use them. See the list of retailers here at
shopwithscrip.com
Go to www.aluuc.org/about‐aluuc/members/scrip‐program for step‐by‐step
instruc ons on how to register for this program. Use the ALUUC’s code provided
by the Coordinator to join the ALUUC’s program.
Please contact Marissa DeWeese at scrip@aluuc.org for more informa on, and to complete your
registra on. Our next order deadline for physical cards is November 18, so sign up before then!
FAQ:
Because these are gi cards, does that mean that I should only use them as gi s?
Not at all! You can use these gi cards for your own regular use. What businesses do you shop at
regularly? You can get a Shop with Scrip gi card, and use it for your regularly shopping. Many scrip cards
are reloadable, so once you have used the amount on it, you can reload it online.
Can I only get physical Gi Cards?Some companies in the program support ScripNow eCards, which can be
purchased and printed from your computer ‐‐ or displayed on your smartphone ‐‐ and used immediately.
Would you like to help coordinate our scrip program?
Talk to either Marissa DeWeese or Kim Villanueva.
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ALUUC Social Justice Committee (SJC) Update
Sunday Service SJ Moment lets you know what you can do to promote social jus ce.

ALUUC Vote Your Values Campaign
The goal is to have 100% of ALUUCers over 18 years of age vote with a clear
personal plan for vo ng their issues. Social Jus ce Commi ee’s Vote Your Values
Campaign has been providing informa on to congregants a er Sunday service
about the importance of vo ng our values. Thanks to a grant from UU Fund for
Social Responsibility, secured by Frank Kopecky, we are pleased to oﬀer one last
opportunity for fellowship & social ac on.
League of Women Voters voter guide
For informa on about early vo ng and vo ng by mail, please contact Jan Droegkamp or Beth Emery
.
Important dates and web address:
November 5 (Monday) ‐ Last day for early vo ng at the oﬃce of the elec on authority.
November 6 (Tuesday) ‐ GENERAL ELECTION DAY
Here is the link to the complete list of Registra on and Vo ng dates: h ps://www.sangamoncountyclerk.com/
Elec ons/Informa on/documents/Nov2018GeneralRegandVo ngDates_000.pdf
(Thanks Beth Emery & Jan Droegkamp for this)

ALUUC members write postcards on October 14 encouraging their community to vote!

Understanding & Analyzing Systemic Racism Workshop in Springﬁeld
This workshop sponsored by Springﬁeld Coali on on Dismantling Racism (SCoDR) is an excellent opportunity
for individuals and ins tu onal leaders responsible for diversity or social jus ce. Using a variety of interac ve
tools, it explores the historical development of ins tu onal racism and its con nuing impact. Par cipants will
also be introduced to strategic methods to dismantle systemic racism.
Thurs, Dec. 6, 2018 at 6:00 PM to Sat, Dec. 8, 2018 at 4:00 PM
Simmons Cancer Center, 315 W. Carpenter, Springﬁeld, IL 62702. Cost is $300 ($280)
Contact Nancy Derrig if interested so we can get the discount.
Continued on page 9
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ALUUC Looks at An ‐discrimina on and Systemic Racism
SJC is looking into a congrega on wide series of events to examine discrimina on and systemic racism. In our
very splintered country, we need to learn where we are, why we are there & the impact that has on not only
those around us, but also on ourselves. If you are interested in ge ng involved in this from the ground up,
please contact Nancy Derrig

Springﬁeld Immigra on and Advocacy Network (SIAN)
SIAN is: Advocates from diverse cultural backgrounds, faiths and organiza ons who are taking ac on at the
local level to educate leaders, community member and ins tu ons to bring support to our immigrant
communi es and to promote posi ve change. SIAN members support immigrant and refugee advocacy and
contribute to a Springﬁeld in which ALL feel included, safe, valued, and welcome." SIAN is presently working to
help immigrants in the Springﬁeld area who have recently been picked up and interned by ICE (U.S.
Immigra on & Custom Enforcement). Contact Larry Golden for informa on or to help.
(Thanks Larry Golden for this)
ALUUC Postcard Party to remind UUs to vote 11/6. (Photos by Debby Hagan)
Change 4 Change ‐ Thank you for your most appreciated and needed generosity.
You are always most generous in the 1st Sunday of the month Change 4 Change collec on and the
organiza ons have been very apprecia ve. Since many of you have expressed a desire to do more to help, the
organiza ons will now have a representa ve at a table during coﬀee hour providing more informa on. Please
visit them. SJC hopes you like this change.
November ‐ ALUUC/CYFS annual Children in Care Holiday Gi Cards. “The Center for Youth & Family
Solu ons engages & serves children & families in need with dignity, compassion, and respect by building
upon individual & community strengths to resolve life challenges together.” Their
ac vi es include: adop on services, behavioral health counseling, foster care, Guardian
Angel Residen al Program for Youth, intact family services, day senior services, and
community outreach (extended family support programs, home conﬁnement for
criminal or delinquent ac vity, crisis interven on for runaways & a er school tutoring).
C-4-C
More informa on at h ps://cyfsolu ons.org/ Checks to ALUUC with CYFS noted in the
memo line.
October – We raised $887.79 for ALUUC Homeless Dinners at Helping Hands Winter Warming Center.
Arena Foods supplies the food at cost. Each dinner costs $325 & serves 50 adults. Contribu ons (or
sponsoring a whole dinner if you can) allow us to con nue this ALUUC tradi on. Volunteer at Community
Opportuni es for Helping Homelessness below. Checks s ll most welcome to ALUUC with “WWC dinners”
noted in the memo line.

Community Opportuni es for Helping Homelessness
ALUUC members will again serve meals on Sunday nights this winter. We provide funding, drinks, utensils,
desserts, service & good cheer at Helping Hands Winter Warming Center, 1015 E. Madison, Springﬁeld, 6:30
‐7 p.m. We need 6 volunteers per dinner – make it a family or friends occasion. Sign up for one or more of
the dates with Michelle Green.
November 25, December 23, January 27, February 24, March 24
St. John’s Breadline 430 N. 5th St., Springﬁeld, IL 62702, (217) 528‐6098)
Volunteer to serve meals weekdays 7:30‐10:00 am or 1:30–4:00 pm; 10 am–1:30 pm weekends & holidays.
Continued on page 10

Page 10
Continued from page 9

Groups welcome. h p://cc.dio.org/programs/st‐johns‐breadline
Contact Vinnie Gupta. He is a regular here.
(Thanks Vinnie)
Helping Hands 1023 E. Washington Springﬁeld, IL 62703, (217) 522‐0048
Arrange to provide a meal: h p://www.helpinghandsofspringﬁeld.org/, click the meal train picture; select
& book a date. Or call 522‐0048 ext 5; Brandy.
(Thanks Delinda Chapman)

SJC Regular Mee ngs
We usually meet the 3rd Sunday, 12 noon in the Berkley Moore room (was Barton Room).
Next mee ng November 18th. All are welcome; we need your concerns and ideas.
Be the change you want to see.
Nancy Derrig and Meg Evans, SJC Co‐chairs

LOCAL CONTACTS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVITIES
UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)
A great site for local social jus ce ac vi es in Illinois. Our connec on to this group is Deb Hagan. For more
informa on and/or Email alerts: www.uuani.org or www.facebook.com/UUANI.
Faith Coali on for the Common Good (FCCG)
FCCG is a local associa on of over 25 churches (including ALUUC), faith‐based organiza ons and labor unions
providing opportuni es to work on SJC focuses of An racism, Immigra on and Homelessness with people of
diﬀerent faith tradi ons. Much of their work is done through 4 task forces: Educa on, Jobs and Economic
Equity, Civic Engagement and Policy Involvement, and CUJO (Ci zens United for Jus ce
and Order). ALUUC members are on these task forces and would love to have you join
them. Please contact the FCCG oﬃce at www.faithcoali on‐il.org or Shelley Heideman at
544‐2297. Informa on on upcoming task force mee ngs call the oﬃce or go to h ps://
faithcoali on‐il.org/what‐we‐do/ for a mee ngs calendar under News and Events There
is strength in numbers and diversity folks. (Thanks Stu for this informa on)
Moms Demand Ac on For Gun Sense in Illinois
Since our incep on a er the Sandy Hook Elementary mass shoo ng, Moms Demand Ac on has mobilized
mothers across the country to become the largest grassroots movement working to reduce gun violence.
Moms Demand Ac on is a program of Everytown for Gun Safety, the largest gun violence preven on advocacy
organiza on in the country, with more than 1.5 million grassroots supporters. For more informa on on
joining, volunteering, ﬁnding a local chapter, or dona ng, please go to momsdemandac on.org. We can be
found on Facebook at h ps://www.facebook.com/MomsDemandAc on and on Twi er at @momsdemand.
Ac on Illinois
This local, grassroots group was created to: build a be er future for our kids & grandkids; spread posi ve
change in a world of injus ce & inequality; move forward with heads high & get our voices heard; & rage
onward for what is right. For more informa on and/or ac on alerts: h ps://www.facebook.com/
Ac onIllinois1.
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2018 ALUUC Congregation Photo

2018 Choir Photo

REMINDER: Time Change on Sunday
November 4 – “Fall Back!”
Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday November 4,
2018 at 2 am. At this me we “Fall Back” in the fall
by se ng clocks back one hour.
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GSIA Thanksgiving Service
Sunday November 18, 2018 at 7pm
Members & friends of ALUUC are invited to a end the annual Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service, which will be held at Temple B’rith Sholom (1004 S 4th St #1,
Springﬁeld, IL 62703) at 7 pm.
This year, the service will celebrate the various ways that our tradi ons li one
another up. The Humanitarian of the Year Award will be presented during the
service. A recep on will follow.
Please contact Rev. Woulfe for more informa on.

Our 6th Annual Arts & Crafts Fair
Saturday, December 8
Preview Night and Soup Supper Friday, December 7
Congrega ons tradi onally ask for our TIME, TREASURE and TALENT, and we are asking you to
let us know your TALENT!
We are looking for church members/friends to make cra s to sell at the ALUUC
table ‐ the church gets all the money! Contact Gwen Childs if
you are interested.
● Do you like to paint, draw, knit, crochet, sew, quilt, or
do counted cross‐s tch?
● Do you have po ery, woodworking, and scrap‐booking
skills?
● Do you have cra items that might be helpful?
● Do you enjoy baking and candy‐making?
Would you enjoy a ending workshops to create quality products
that we can sell?
We have much to do before this year’s event on the second
weekend in December, and we would love to have your help, as
well as your IDEAS!
Please see Diana DeWeese or Gwen Childs if you would like to help.
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Committees and Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults
A COURSE IN MIRACLES RE CLASS
“A Course In Miracles is a self study system of spiritual awakening that teaches the way to inner peace and
awakening through the power of love and forgiveness.” Alan Cohen
We meet each Tuesday at 6 pm to read and discuss A Course In Miracles. Most
weeks, we meet in the Berkley Room but some mes in Fuller.
Ques ons? Please email acim@aluuc.org.

FACILITIES COMMITTEE
We are planning to meet on Sunday, November 4th, so please mark your calendars! We will be discussing
projects that need to be done this year. All who would like to join in the work of this commi ee
are welcome. Please grab a cup of coﬀee and a snack, and gather in the Fuller room a er the service.
Gwen Childs and Kurt DeWeese, Co‐Chairs.

HUMANIST GROUP
The ALUUC Humanist Group will meet Monday, November 26, at 7 PM
at ALUUC to discuss psychologist Irene Pepperberg’s book Alex & Me: How
a Scien st and a Parrot Discovered a Hidden World of Animal Intelligence ‐
and Formed a Deep Bond in the Process, facilitated by Stu Jacobson. “Alex is
the African gray parrot whose ability to master a vocabulary of more than
100 words and answer ques ons about the color, shape and number of
objects garnered wide no ce during his life as well as obituaries in worldwide media
a er his death in September 2007. Pepperberg, who teaches animal cogni on, has
previously documented the results of her 30‐year rela onship with Alex in The Alex
Studies….It is a moving tribute that beau fully evokes the struggles, the ini al
triumphs, the setbacks, the unexpected and o en stunning achievements during a
groundbreaking scien ﬁc endeavor spent uncovering cogni ve abili es in Alex that
no one believed were possible, and challenging science's deepest assump ons about the origin of human
cogni ve abili es.” ~ Publishers Weekly
Ques ons? Please contact Sarah Iaiennaro at humanistgroup@aluuc.org.

All groups must reserve their mee ng space in advance for mee ngs and/or events through Oﬃce Manager
Cheryl Wycoﬀ at oﬃce@aluuc.org.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults (Continued)
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
The ALUUC Book Group will meet on Tuesday, November 27 at 7 PM in the Channing
Room.
Join us as we discuss Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate. Based on one of
America’s most notorious real‐life scandals ‐ in which Georgia Tann, director of a
Memphis‐based adop on organiza on, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy
families all over the country ‐ Lisa Wingate’s rive ng, wrenching, and ul mately
upli ing tale reminds us how, even though the paths we take can lead to many places,
the heart never forgets where we belong.
No mee ng in December
January: Jackie Jackson’s Stories from the Round Barn. Jackie will join us on that date with stories told in her
own voice
February: Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders.
Anyone can join us for a discussion on a book of your interest. You do not need to a end regularly.
For ques ons, email Penny Wollan‐Kriel at bookgroup@aluuc.org

NEWS GROUP
The News Group will meet 7:00 pm Thursday, November 8 at Frank and Linda Kopecky’s,
20 Villa Grove. The News Group generally meets on the ﬁrst Thursday of each month, but
the November mee ng will instead be on the second Thursday of the month (November
8). Elec on day will be November 6 and by mee ng a er the elec on date we will have an
opportunity to discuss the elec on results as a group at our November 8 mee ng. The
News Group will meet at Frank and Linda Kopecky's, 20 Villa Grove on November 8 at 7:00
p.m. Call Frank or LInda at 529‐3235 if you have any ques ons.
We a empt to end a er two hours of discussion. All are welcome to a end. For further informa on
contact Kurt DeWeese or Frank Kopecky, or email newsgroup@aluuc.org.

HIKING GROUP
Join us as we explore area hiking trails and local adventures.
Email Jim Curran at hiking@aluuc.org for more informa on.
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UUs at UIS’s International Day - November 2, 5 - 8 pm
You are invited to help promote ALUUC at this vibrant celebra on of diversity, music, cuisine and connec ons!
If you are interested, please contact Rev. Woulfe.

ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays) on the
Third Monday of every month. The next mee ng will be held at ALUUC on Monday,
November 19 at 7 pm.
This is a safe and conﬁden al gathering of LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer) people, their families, friends and allies to meet and
share. This PFLAG group is open to all and welcomes your energy!
Visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/PFLAGSpringﬁeldIL. To contact the group by email: pﬂag‐
springﬁeldil_1@juno.com.

Service to Observe the Trans Day of Awareness
There will be a Service to observe the Trans Day of
Awareness at the Phoenix Center on November 20.
As of this wri ng, 22 Trans people have been murdered
throughout the US during 2018 ‐ we will gather to
remember these vic ms and to oﬀer solidarity with the
larger community of vulnerable people.
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Fellowship Events
Labyrinth Walk
Friday November 16, 7 - 9 PM
Looking for a quiet yet invigora ng spiritual exercise? Our monthly
medita ve walks will resume in October. This method is a unique,
ancient pathway to greater spirituality that incorporates body and
consciousness. Each walk starts at 7 pm. There will also be an
opportunity to receive a Oneness Blessing before and a er you walk; those who wish to stay a er the walk
may join in an informal Vespers service‐UU Communion held in Rev. Woulfe’s oﬃce.

Sign Up for Circle Suppers - Friday November 9th and
Saturday, November 10th!
What be er way to meet new friends, than over a splendid meal, provided by all?
Please sign up if you would like to host a dinner at your house and/or a end a Supper. Once everyone has
signed up, hosts and guests will be matched. Hosts generally provide the main course and their guests bring
side dishes, but the real joy of the evening is found in the conversa ons.
If you would like to par cipate in a Supper, please sign up, either:
‐ online at h ps://www.aluuc.org/circle‐suppers,
‐ the list circulated during Sunday services, or
‐ on one of the clipboards posted near the drinking fountain!
Coordinators for this Fall's Circle Suppers are Yosh Golden, Larry Golden, and
Mar n Woulfe.
Deadline to sign up is Friday, November 4th.

Our Emergency Closure Policy
www.aluuc.org/emergency‐closures
On very rare occasions, church services (and other events scheduled that day) may be cancelled due to poor
weather condi ons. On a Sunday, the decision will be made before 8:00am that morning. If a Sunday Service is
cancelled, we will try to no fy the congrega on in several ways, including:
●Pos ng a message on our Website and Social Media.
●Emailing church members and friends.
●Encouraging “word of mouth” communica ons.
●Contac ng by phone those members and friends who are without digital communica ons.
●If possible, pu ng a note on the door.
●If possible, through tradi onal media (newspaper, radio, etc.)
Unforeseen situa ons may prevent these methods of communica on, in which case we will use whatever
means we can to no fy congregants of the closure. For ALUUC events other than Sunday Services,
cancella ons will be determined by event leader. It is the responsibility of the event leader to communicate
the cancella on with the par cipants.
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
UUs at UIS

3
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

6:30 pm
Meditation
Group

4
5
9:15 Choir
Rehearsal
Sunday Service
Change for Change
Sung Milestones
12 pm Facilities Mtg.

6
7
7 pm
Covenant Group
6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

8

6:30 pm
Meditation
Group

9:30 am Moms
Demand Action

9

10
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

7 pm Covenant
Group

Daylight Savings
11

12
13
9 am Finance
Com. Mtg.
9:15 Choir
7 pm
Rehearsal
Covenant Group
Sunday Service
Sung Milestones
12 pm RE Mtg
12 pm Pathways to
Membership
18
19
9:15 Choir
Rehearsal
7 pm PFLAG
Sunday Service
Meeting
New Member
Welcoming
12 pm RE Mtg
12 pm Social
Justice Mtg.
*7pm GSIA
Thanksgiving Service
25
9:15 Choir
Rehearsal
Sunday Service
Stone Soup Sunday

26
7 pm Covenant
Group
7 pm Humanist
Group

14
7 pm Pathways to
6 pm Membership
A Course
In Miracles

20

21

7 pm
Covenant Group

15
16
6 pm Board Mtg.
7 pm Labyrinth
6:30 pm Walk
Meditation
Group
7 pm
Membership
Mtg.

17
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

22

24
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

23

Thanksgiving

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
Transgender Day
of Remembrance
27
7 pm
Book Group
6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

28

29
30
6:30 pm
Membership
Mtg.
6:30 pm
Meditation
Group
7 pm Covenant
Group

* indicates event takes place off-site.
Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.

2 pm Private Rental

Page 19

Contact Information

Minister:

Rev. Martin Woulfe

minister@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Brenda Elam
Pat Woods
Tracy Zieber
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
dre@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Director RE
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

745 Woodside Road

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Kim Villanueva
Debby Hagan
Dianne Roberts
Alison Stachera
Bob Croteau
Bonnie Ettinger
Larry Muir
Lara Quivey
Dennis Rumme
Marsh Wijetunge

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

Jodi Perko
Gwen Childs
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Elaine
Gambiani
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt
DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
TBD
Stu Jacobson
Kurt DeWeese
Jim Curran
Debby Hagan
Carol Kneedler & Dianne
Roberts
Jodi Perko & Delinda
Chapman
Dianne Roberts
Elaine Orr
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Nancy Derrig & Meg
Evans
Meg Evans & Tracy Zieber

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
-Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
- Covenant Groups
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)
Social Justice
- Welcoming Congregations

Springfield, IL
62711

(217) 585-9550

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

ALUUC

webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
covenantgroups@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctuary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
membership@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
re@aluuc.org
socialjustice@aluuc.org
wcc@aluuc.org

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 65 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
745 Woodside Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711
217-585-9550

