ALUUC Focus

ALUUC is a Welcoming Congregation

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a religious community of individuals coming
together for spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical traditions of every
person and honor their cultural traditions, ages, abilities, economic status, race, sexual orientation, and gender
identity, as well as their theologies, philosophies and political persuasions. We are formally recognized as a
“Welcoming Congregation” by our national UU Association affirming and promoting the full participation of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender persons, and those individuals who self-identify their gender, in the life of
the congregation and the community.
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From Your ALUUC Minister:
As we approach the summer, many UU congregations will offer a “Flower Communion.” This is a lovely ceremony often used to
close a liturgical year that began with a Water & Stone Communion.
Many will remember that the Czech-born Rev. Norbert Čapek and his
wife Maja popularized this ritual which has become synonymous with
celebrating the gifts of community.
When I was a student, I learned about Rev. Čapek and his pilgrimage from orthodox bishop to Unitarian clergy, and how his resistance to the Nazis resulted in his murder in a concentration camp. At
the time, I had supposed that he had single-handedly invented this
celebration. I was therefore surprised to learn that Flower Communions existed in the
Midwestern Unitarian churches as early as the 1880’s.
Among the books which I’ve acquired are two hymn and
Please remember to
service books – one published by the Western Unitarian
bring some flowers
Conference in 1888 and another published in 1895 by the
to share on June 4th!
Unitarian Sunday School Association. Both include a
“Service for Flower or Children’s Sunday.” The two services are distinct from one another in terms of liturgy but they are alike in that they celebrate the end of the regular
church year and religious education classes. They are charming in their own right, but oh
so very different from what Rev. Čapek created.
I suspect that during his residency in the United States, Rev. and Mrs. Čapek became
familiar with these services and blended them with similar services from his native Roman Catholic and subsequent Baptist traditions into something unique and enduring.
What is often overlooked is the role played by Maja Čapek. When her husband died, she
continued to be active in Unitarian congregations and she enthusiastically promoted this
ritual. In time, it gained a solid foothold on these shores and was in turn heavily encouraged by the UUA.
I think that most rituals, from many different traditions have similar pedigrees. In the
same way, a prayer or a song may be created, and it becomes popular in one locale and
then takes on a life of its own. Like seeds sown in the wind, they become inseparable
from the tradition. No doubt, many of the most cherished religious traditions owe their
existence to the love and devotion of certain inspired individuals across the ages, most of
whose names are probably forgotten except in archaic footnotes. Be that as it may, I trust
that the Flower Communion will continue to be a vital, if not essential, ritual in our house
of worship and a thousand more like it, for many generations yet to come – and will be
remembered as a tribute to a husband and wife who both cherished their church community.
Martin
Rev. Woulfe’s Summer Hours: Monday – Off, Tuesday - Friday – 10am-3pm.
Study Leave: June 18 – July 9. Vacation: July 10 – August 1.
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From Your Director of Religious Education
They say time flies when you’re having fun, and it seems like just last week you
hired me to direct the Religious Education program. But, here we are, at the end of the
regular RE year, ready to embark on a summer filled with vacation, ECO camp, and an
exciting summer program.
This summer’s RE, which is all multi-age children’s worship, will take students
around the world to visit the countries outside the US that have UU congregations.
We’ll experience the countries’ cultures, foods, games, traditions, and music--and
maybe even have a chance to interact with someone living in that country! This is a great preparation
for the World Religious curriculum coming up this fall, so your students are invited to attend as many
summer sessions as possible.
Our summer session begins June 4th, and I will need some help on June 11th and 18th. I have students who have qualified for national contests (at my day job), and I’ll be taking them to those contests
on those two Sundays. My husband, George, will be here to help out and the lessons will be prepared
and delivered to you ahead of time. Please let me know if you would like to volunteer to work with the
students those two Sundays at dre@aluuc.org.
Also, this would be a great time to volunteer if you’re interested in working with the regular RE
program. All of the teachers volunteer their time, and I’d like to have 2-4 teachers per class so no one
has to miss out on service because they’re working with the students every Sunday. Volunteering requires that you’ve attended ALUUC for six months, pass a background check, and take a Safe Congregation/Intro to Religious Education training. We would welcome volunteers from nursery to senior
youth, so please let me know if you feel a calling by emailing me (dre@aluuc.org) or talking to me before or after service on Sundays. Our teacher orientation will be in August.
Other than that, on behalf of the RE teachers this year, thank you for the delightful RE Appreciation
Service. And, for those teachers who could not attend the service, please see me at your earliest convenience because you have some swag and a thank you card I’d very much like to give you; you’ve more
than earned it!
Thanks,
Pat Marshall, Director of Religious Education, dre@aluuc.org

FY-18 Pledge Drive Update
Now, at the end of the official pledge drive, we enter the period of time in which pledges
continue to trickle in. Currently, about 46% of our members have made a pledge. We would
love to see this number go up!
Contact John Malan or Penny Wollan-Kriel to make your pledge or drop your card in the
large blue envelope in the foyer. If more convenient, send an email to Cheryl Wycoff, Office
Manager at office@aluuc.org. It’s that simple!

Thank you for participating in the 2016-2017
“Guest at Your Table” Campaign.

Please bring in your G@YT boxes by
Sunday, June 11. All donations will
be sent to the UUSC.
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Sunday Morning Services
10:30 am
Would you like to be a Sunday Greeter? See Tracy Zieber
June 4, 2017
Our Flower Communion
Rev. Martin Woulfe
One of the cherished traditions of UU congregations is the annual celebration of a Flower Communion –
an opportunity to mark the arrival of summer but also an opportunity to reflect on the many spiritual
gifts given & received during the previous year.
This service will include 1-2 Credo Statements by our Senior Youth.
“Change for Change” Sunday collection.
June 11, 2017
The Never-Ending Story
Rev. Martin Woulfe
What is the essence of our faith, and what are its priorities? Do these remain relatively static, or are
there signs of sea changes? What might the liberal religious movement of tomorrow look like?
This service will include 1-2 Credo Statements by our Senior Youth and a ritual of farewell for
our departing intern, Paula Brayden.
The Annual Meeting will immediately follow the service.
Those members whom have been members for longer than 90 days can vote.
June 18, 2017
UUA Presidential Candidate Forum
During this summer’s General Assembly, congregations and their delegates will have the opportunity to
vote for the next UUA President. This year’s election marks two distinct breaks with the past: firstly, the
next President will serve for a six year singular term and secondly, we will have our first woman President! The three candidates are: the Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, the Rev. Alison Miller, and the Rev.
Jeanne Pupke. In this service, we will learn more about each candidate and the congregation will be
polled to determine who will receive our votes. Don’t miss this historic event!
June 25, 2017
Women’s Health Care in a Time of Uncertainty
Brigid F. Leahy, Director of Public Policy,
Planned Parenthood of Illinois
We are living in a time of unprecedented attacks on women’s health care. Donald Trump has promised
to appoint anti-abortion U.S. Supreme Court justices. Congress has vowed to repeal the Affordable Care
Act. Restrictions on family planning funding have been imposed. In the first three months of 2017, 31
abortion restrictions were enacted in the states. Where does this leave women and how can we in Illinois
protect access to health care?
July 2, 2017
Patriotism – Patriotic – Patriot
Penny Wollan-Kriel
As Independence Day approaches, let us look at what it means or might mean to be a patriot – or patriotic – or express patriotism. Penny Wollan-Kriel will coordinate the service.
“Change for Change” Sunday collection.
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From Your ALUUC Board President:
With both joy and remorse do I write this, my final newsletter article as President
of the Board of Directors at ALUUC. These last two years have contained many exciting
achievements that I can proudly say will have long lasting effects on the health and vitality of this religious community that I call home. And while I have been President for the
past two years, it is only through the dedication and commitment of those around me that
we have accomplished so much. Most of the goals we set during our board retreat at the
beginning of my term have been met. Attendance is up. There is new carpeting. The
Long Range Planning Committee crafted and implemented a successful campaign to understand what
members wish to see in the future from ALUUC. The Garagemahal is underway. We have a new Director of Religious Education and Membership Coordinator. Our Intern Minister has been trained and
evaluated. Staff salaries have been evaluated and adjusted. We have been busy, busy, busy and I expect
us to continue our busyness in the near and distant future.
Membership is up. Some of us have noticed the new faces and the full seats. As President during this
increase in membership, I am tempted to pat myself on the back, but I know that I have only been filling
a position that has been filled and will continue to be filled, yet is only a tiny piece in the myriad puzzle
where each person has their role to play. Reverend Woulfe and our greeters, ushers, and members who
strive each week and during other activities to reach out to guests and who find other ways to serve the
church deserve the accolades more than I. They are the greater than the sum of their parts. I am grateful
for the opportunity and the honor of serving as one of those parts for the past two years.
As my term as President comes to a close, I am ready to reintegrate myself as a regular member. I
will continue to be active as I have been during my 11 years of membership at ALUUC. Thank you all
for your loving support during my time of service. Each of you have helped me in your own way. It may
have only been an encouraging word or a friendly joke, but each engagement was full of your good intentions and for that I am grateful. Being appreciated is, after all, of great value. I have felt appreciated
and it has made the chores so much easier. As our new President takes charge of the monthly meetings
and decisions, let us be aware of the value and power of appreciation. It is my hope that I will be called
to serve by this next President and when she does call I will answer with gusto. I encourage you all to
shake her hand and congratulate her on her nomination and acceptance in the role. It can be trying at
times, but it is only a thankless job if you don’t thank her. Take every opportunity to encourage our new
leader and she will be able to perform her job with satisfaction. Thank you again for the opportunity to
serve ALUUC.
Sincerely, Phillip Anderson

UUA Presidential Election
This year, UUs will go to the polls
during General Assembly in June (2125) in New Orleans, LA, to elect our
new President. At present, there are
three candidates: Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, Rev. Alison Miller, and
Rev. Jeanne Pupke. The winner will
The Rev. Susan
serve as the UUA’s first woman PresiFrederick-Gray
dent. You can go to www.uua.org and
read up on these candidates (listed here in alphabetical order).

The Rev. Alison
Miller

The Rev. Jeanne
Pupke
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Membership Committee Update
Since the beginning of 2017, ALUUC has welcomed 18 new members!
Our Membership Committee, along with Rev. Martin Woulfe, and
the Membership Coordinator Tracy Zieber, have made a concentrated effort to reach out to the community, and to offer a welcoming
and safe space for all people. We encourage individual spiritual
growth and development, as well as nurturing a collaborative effort
for various social actions, the building of friendships, and all the
various ways to engage in fellowship.

Please Welcome
ALUUC’s newest member
Kimberly Logan Drell!

We’re proud of our Pathways classes, mentoring initiatives, new
member ceremonies, our outstanding greeters and ushers, and our
often remarked upon warm and welcoming atmosphere. And we
know we are able to achieve these membership goals because of the
generous hearts of the ALUUC family.
Thank you.
If you would like more information about the Membership Committee, please contact: membership@aluuc.org, or contact the Membership Coordinator at: welcome@aluuc.org.
Membership Committee Co-Chairs, Carol Kneedler and Dianne Roberts
ALUUC Membership Coordinator, Tracy Zieber
The Choir will be taking their
regular summer break from May
29 through August 26. If you have
any questions, please contact
Kathy Schultz at choir@aluuc.org.
Thank you!

Flowers
June 4 – Vi Lanum
June 11 – Kim Drell
June 18 – Martin & Angela Woulfe
June 25 – Penny Wollan-Kriel
Questions about donating flowers?
Contact Vi Lanum at flower@aluuc.org

Greater Springfield
Interfaith Association
The next GSIA meeting will be
Tuesday, June 6, from 11:45 am
-1:30 pm at the ALUUC. The
topic will be “Sharing Our Various Wedding Traditions”, which
will be presented by attendees.
Please join us and learn how different faith traditions celebrate
weddings! Light beverages will be
available, but please bring your
own lunch.

ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays)
on the Third Monday of every month. The next meeting will be held at ALUUC on
Monday, June 19 at 7 pm. This is a safe and confidential gathering of LGBTQ
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, & Queer) people, their families, friends and allies
to meet and share. This PFLAG group is open to all and welcomes your energy!
Visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/PFLAGSpringfieldIL.
To contact the group by email: pflag-springfieldil_1@juno.com.
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From Your Intern Minister:
The weather has changed, turning nicer more often than not. The sun beams
brightly and the sky is a beautiful blue. With warmer weather comes the busy work of
attending to the church grounds and building, completing projects, and planning others.
School is out, summer vacations are planned and being anticipated. Activity and excitement abound making it easy to get wrapped up in it all and the days slip by with us barely
noticing. The official end to the church year is nearly upon us. With the end of the church
year comes the end of my internship as well. I have been surprised by how quickly this
year has come and gone.” My final Sunday will be June 11.
I wanted to take this opportunity to send out a few thank you’s. Thank you to my intern committee for
their time and attention. Thank you for your diligent work and feedback. My committee consists of
Delinda Chapman, Linda Kopecky, Tom Vaught, Kim Villanueva, Posy Robertson, and Michael Plog.
These were the people I first encountered at ALUUC and they set the tone for my internship. Throughout
this year they have collected feedback from the congregation and have helped me to grow as a minister.
They have listened to me, questioned me (quite fiercely sometimes), have made me laugh and overall have
helped me to grow in ways I hadn’t imagined. Their care and attention has been greatly appreciated and is
a symbol of how ALUUC as a whole cares for one another.
In seminary you are taught to preach, how to organize, how to read sacred text, and more. When you
graduate, you believe you are ready to be a minister. The internship, in my opinion, is where theory and
reality collide. In seminary, you aren’t taught about board meetings or the nominating committee, or that
you may need to unclog toilets. How you handle unexpected events, such as a drain field flooding and
backing up your toilets, demonstrates ministerial character. Throughout this formative year, which presented me with a few unexpected events, a calm and graceful presence has been modeled for me. I have
had a lot of conversations with Martin about how to keep your humor in the face of adversity. Take deep
breaths and keep smiling. It will eventually make it into a sermon!
Martin, thank you for all that you have shared with me this year. Martin’s time and attention has been
inexhaustible. He is always willing to talk, especially about history! I feel very well cared for in this world
and know that I was brought to Springfield so that I could have the very best internship experience possible. Having an intern is a lot of work and adds a large burden to the minister. I have profound gratitude
that you chose to take on this job to help me become the minister I am meant to be.
At the beginning of my internship, I had very set ideas about my ministerial future. I wanted to do interim work, to move around, to help fix problems. As I have worked with ALUUC I have come to realize
just how special creating deep connections can be and what that offers a minister. By creating deep connections and fostering healthy relationships there is a trust that comes with this that only time can offer.
Once deep trust exists, then a minister and congregation can dive into the heart of any issue. Watching this
occur within the walls of ALUUC I have realized that I want this in my own ministry. I was having a conversation with a staff member and we were brainstorming an idea that had us both excited and we were
talking about how we could implement this idea. We were talking about a timeline and it dawned on me
that I wasn’t going to be at ALUUC at that time. That is when it hit home that I wanted to be someplace
that I could make plans and see them come to fruition.
My internship has been a fantastic experience for me and I sincerely hope that you as a congregation
continue your tradition of being a teaching congregation. You are very good at it. Thank you for all of the
feedback, your patience when I made mistakes and of course thank you for your humor and grace.
Continued from page 7
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So, what is next for me? The children and I are going to take a couple of weeks and go visit some
friends and family in Alabama and Texas. Then we will join Candy in Arizona. I will see the Ministerial
Fellowshipping Committee in September and hopefully will be able to show them that I am a minister.
All of my preparation comes down to a 45 minute interview. This committee decides if I get to be an ordained minister in the Unitarian Universalist faith. Once I pass I plan to look for a called position somewhere in the southwest.
I have loved my time here with you and will keep in touch through Martin so you know what I am up
to!
—Paula

Eco Camp 2017 registration is underway!
If you are an ALUUC friend, member, or if you
have been a previous camper, then it’s time for you
to grab a registration form and join in all the Ecology, Harry Potter themed excitement. You can
learn more about registration by emailing:
eco2017register@aluuc.org, or by visiting our website at www.aluuc.org/eco-camp. Registration
opens to the public on June 1st, so don’t delay!
Of course, even a Harry Potter inspired camp
doesn’t come together entirely by magic. Our ecology school of witchcraft and wizardry is powered by the support of volunteers who give their time
and effort to make sure all of our campers have the best time possible. Our planners, teachers, demonstrators, kitchen helpers and cooks, fundraisers, and all the magic elves work to ensure that each child
who comes to us every summer has an incredible camp experience. Eco Camp is sustained by the
love and support of each of you.
To offer your services as a volunteer, please contact: eco2017volunteer@aluuc.org, or if you
would like to help with food prep or donation, please contact: eco2017food@aluuc.org
Please be sure to see the beautiful, handmade quilt donated by
Diana DeWeese. Raffle tickets are $10 each and all proceeds benefit
Eco Camp. The winner will be drawn at the Gwen and Kent Childs
Eco Camp FUNdraiser, on July 15. You need not be present to win.
Please join us for our June planning meetings: Tuesday June
6, and again on Tuesday, June 27, both at 6 pm in the Fuller room
at ALUUC. All are welcome.

We’ll see YOU at camp this summer!
Congratulations to our graduating Seniors:
Grayson Alexander
Devon Swafford

Megan Anderson
Alyssa Sammons

Quinn Jurgens-Manthei
Celeste Woulfe
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UUs had a wonderful time at the 2017 Pridefest!
This was Springfield’s 7th annual Pride event, and the first annual parade. As always, ALUUC was
out in full force participating in and celebrating the local LGTBQA community. We handed out literature explaining more about our Welcoming Congregation, and about Unitarian Universalism as a whole,
and invited all who may be interested to join on on Sunday mornings for a welcoming experience, coffee, and fellowship. Our many thanks to everyone who volunteered at the booth, and who stopped by to
say hello.
If you would like more information about the ALUUC Welcoming Congregation Committee, and
our involvement in events like Pridefest and other educational opportunities, please contact Tracy Zieber and Meg Evans Lazare at: WCC@aluuc.org.
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Green Sanctuary News

Delayed April Showers
brought a Flowering of
Solar Production for ALUUC
by Bob Croteau
May is usually the best month for generating solar electricity due to predominantly clear skies but also cooler temperatures that help increase efficiency, compared to summer months of hot temperatures that reduce efficiency. But
things shifted this year with an early spring and the numbers show it.
The array is a “nominal” 2.7kW Peak DC (direct current –
like a battery). That means under “ideal conditions” like
the EPA Miles Per Gallon rating on your car, achievable if
you go a steady 50 mph on the highway with no wind. But
solar conditions are like regular life and clouds, temperature and moving solar angle all intervene, so the Peak
Power listed below, although lower than the 2.7 kW rating,
is pretty good. (2.49/2.7) x 100 = 92%.
After conversion to AC that the building uses, we saved
317 kWh * $0.12/ kWh = $38 this month.
We also saved 6 trees worth of carbon.

New ALUUC Garage to receive its own Solar System
Besides sporting passive-solar south facing clerestory windows, a new solar electric system will land on
the roof of the new ALUUC garage and save us several thousand dollars in the cost of running electricity
all the way out to it.
The $5,000 cost of powering up the garage conventionally will be done with $1,500 worth of solar
equipment, saving $3,500
As a “stand-alone” system it will have batteries to provide power “on demand” for lights, charging
power tools, perimeter security lighting and opening the overhead doors. Efficient LED lighting that uses
1/10th the power will be used as well as a summer cooling fan with its own solar panel.
Unlike the main buildings, it will not require the high continuous loads of running furnaces and air conditioning. The overhead door or occasional non battery power tool that uses a lot of instantaneous power,
will only be used in short duration, so they won’t require extended battery back-up.
This is a perfect example of an off grid opportunity that is less expensive than conventional power. It is
how solar electricity got its start and was able to mature into the modern grid connected solar on our
Sanctuary.
People who built homes far away from the nearest utility power, found it extremely expensive to bring
power lines in. Instead, they slowly worked to mature the technology over the last 45 years, providing
our current affordable clean renewable energy option we enjoy on the sanctuary. This installation will
honor those solar pioneers who early on understood the Web of Nature and wired their talk.
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Agenda for
ALUUC 2017 Annual Meeting
June 11, 2017
Minutes from 2016 Annual Meeting
Reports to the Congregation
President’s Report
Minister’s Report
Vice President Report
Written Committee Reports
Proposed bylaws amendments
Announcement of 2017-2018 Appointments
Committee on Ministry
Elections
Officers and Directors of the Congregation
Nominating Committee
The 2017-2018 ALUUC Budget*
New Business

Proposed FY-18 Budget
* See the bulletin board across from
the restrooms to view the Proposed
FY-18 Budget, as required by the
Bylaws. Questions can be directed to
the Board or the Chair of the Finance
Committee Kurt DeWeese.

Committee on Ministry
At the Annual Meeting on June 11th,
in addition to the committee report
and the presentation of the UnsUUng
Volunteer awards, the Committee on
Ministry will offer a resolution for
consideration by the congregation
regarding an annual process of reviewing the UUA guidelines for fair
compensation in relation to the then
current compensation for the minister
and staff.

Adjourn

Proposed bylaw amendments to be voted on
at the annual meeting on June 11, 2017
Three separate changes to Article 5, Section 1: Regular Standing Committees to be voted on at the 2017
annual meeting.
Amendment #1. Change the name of the Social Action Committee to Social Justice Committee
Amendment #2. Add the Long Range Planning Committee to the list of regular standing committees.
Amendment #3. Change the name of the Welcoming and Publicity Committee to Membership
Committee
ARTICLE 5 – COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD
Section1: Regular Standing Committees. The President shall appoint a chair for the following regular
standing committees: Finance; Religious Education; Program; Facilities; Fellowship; Social Action Justice; Electronics and Communications; Audit; Personnel; Green Sanctuary; Long Range Planning; and
Welcoming and Publicity; Membership. The committee chair shall select the members of the committee
in consultation with the President and shall act under the general supervision of the Board. The chair
and members shall serve terms concurrent with the Congregation fiscal year or until their successors
have been appointed.
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ALUUC 2017 Nominating Committee Slate
Committee on Ministry—Members are appointed by the Nominating Committee
New Appointments:
Ed Schultz
2017-2020
Jim Curran
2017-2020

Continuing:
Mark Hanson
Jack Kriel
Diana DeWeese
Juliet Slack

2015-2018
2015-2018
2016-2019
2016-2019

Board of Directors
Nominees for Board Officer positions, 1-year terms:
President
Kim Villanueva
2017-2018
Vice President Deborah Hagan
2017-2018
Secretary
Alison Stachera
2017-2018
Treasurer
Dianne Roberts
2017-2018

Continuing:
Posy Robertson

2016-2018

Nominees for 2-year Director terms:
Tom Henehan
2017-2019
Term 1
Larry Muir
2017-2019
Term 1
Lara Quivey
2017-2019
Term 1
Nominees for 1-year Director terms**:
**to fill the unexpired Director terms of Dianne Roberts and Deborah Hagan
Bob Croteau
2017-2018
Term 1
Bonnie Ettinger
2017-2018
Term 1
Nominating Committee
Nominees:
Gwen Childs 2017-2019
Stu Jacobson 2017-2019
Lori Leytem 2017-2018^

Term 2
Term 2
Term 2

Continuing:
Sarah Iaiennaro

2016-2018

Term 1

^ 1 year term due to previous mid-term vacancy.

Endowment Trust
Nominee:
Frank Kopecky

2017-2023

Continuing:
Roger Powers
Posy Robertson
Victoria Vincent

2014-2020
2015-2021
2012-2018

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE WISHES TO THANK OUR MEMBERS
WHO ARE COMPLETING THEIR TERMS IN 2017:
Committee on Ministry: George Metcalf, John Malan
Board of Directors: Phillip Anderson, President; Frank Kopecky, Vice President;
Kim Villanueva, Secretary; Tina Bennett, Treasurer; Melissa Bernhardt, Director;
Kent Childs, Director; Ricky Stead, Director.
Endowment Trust: Victoria Vincent (will resign a year early due to move)

We appreciate your willingness to serve our congregation!
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ALUUC Social Action Committee Update
SAC Regular Meetings
Check the announcements for the June meeting date! We usually meet one Sunday a month after the service. Everyone is welcome; we could use your concerns and ideas.

UUANI (UUAdvocacy Network of Illinois)
Our connection to this group is through Paula Brayden, if you have any questions or want to get involved. Debby Hagan will be our connection after we have to say goodbye and a big thank-you to Paula.

Opportunities for Helping Springfield’s Homelessness in Good Weather
St. John’s Breadline 430 N. 5th St., Springfield, IL 62702, (217) 528-6098
Volunteer to serve meals weekdays 7:30-10:00 am or 1:30–4:00 pm; 10 am–1:30 pm weekends &
holidays. Groups welcome. http://cc.dio.org/programs/st-johns-breadline
Please contact Vinnie Gupta, if you would like to get involved with this. He is a regular here.
(thanks Vinnie)
Helping Hands 1023 E. Washington Springfield, IL 62703, (217) 522-0048
Arrange to provide a meal: www.helpinghandsofspringfield.org, click the mealtrain picture; select a
date; book your commitment. Or call 522-0048 ext 5; Brandy will help you.
(Thanks Delinda Chapman for this information)

ALUUC Immigrant Support Actions
ALUUC convened a meeting of interested groups to discuss Springfield area Latino & Muslim immigration problems. The group agreed to continue meeting and supporting efforts in this area. This includes a
training session for those interested in providing assistance to individuals as immigration problems arise;
helping the Mexican Consulate come to Springfield for a day to provide their services to those in need;
and convening a follow-up meeting with a representative of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Urbana
-Champaign which has an organized, ongoing immigration effort. ALUUC member Meg Evans Lazare
has agreed to be co-convenor of our Springfield group. Please contact Meg or Larry Golden for information or to get involved. (Thanks to Larry Golden for his organizing.)

Change for Change - Thank you for your most appreciated and needed generosity.
June – Planned Parenthood – “For the past century, PP has transformed women’s health & empowered millions of people worldwide to make informed health decisions, forever changing the way
they live, love, learn and work.” PP is now seriously threatened by the new “administration”.
www.plannedparenthood.org. Help preserve this, often only, source of healthcare and reproductive rights
for both men & women. Donations made also be made by check to ALUUC with PP noted.
May – We raised $695.36 for our own ALUUC Eco Camp! Congregational support helps us offer
this wonderful camp for free. We will use your contribution to educate the environmental stewards of
tomorrow. These kids may one day save the planet! Donations are still welcome by check to ALUUC
with Eco Camp noted.
Continued from page 13
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Kumler Food Bank Up and Running after being Vandalized
Thanks to all who contributed funds ($885.42) for their clean-up and food to restock their shelves.
(thanks to Deb Hagan for communicating with Kumler for us)

ALUUC Social Action Alert Network
The ALUUC board approved a SAC email action alert system to keep you informed!! When things
change quickly, immediate action is required. You will have choices on receiving alerts. Stay tuned.

Faith Coalition for the Common Good (FCCG)
FCCG is a local association of over 25 churches (including ALUUC), faith-based organizations and labor
unions providing opportunities to work on SAC focuses of Racial Justice & Homelessness with people of
different faith traditions. Much of their work is done through 4 task forces: Education, Jobs and Economic Equity, Civic Engagement & Policy Involvement, and CUJO (Citizens United for Justice
&Order). ALUUC members are on these task forces and would love to have you join them. Please contact the FCCG office at www.faithcoalition-il.org or Shelley Heideman at 544-2297. Information on upcoming task force meetings call the office or go to http://faithcoalition-il.org/what-we-do/ for a meetings
calendar under News and Events. There is strength in numbers and diversity folks. (Thanks to Stu for this
information)

Action Illinois (formerly Action for a Better Tomorrow)
This local, grassroots group was created to: build a better future for our kids & grandkids; spread positive
change in a world of injustice & inequality; move forward with heads high & get our voices heard; &
rage onward for what is right. For more information or to join www.facebook.com/ActionIllinois1.
(Thanks to Meg Evans Lazare for this information)
Nancy Derrig, SAC Chair; Stu Jacobson SAC Co-chair; and SAC contributors (takes a village)

FABULOUS FUNDRAISING
Scrip is a cooperative that allows congregation members to buy gift cards to national retailers at face value. A percentage of each card sold comes back to ALUUC. Gas stations, grocery and clothing stores, drugstores and restaurants are well-represented on the list of 400+ vendors.
Go to www.aluuc.org/about-aluuc/members/scrip-program for step-by-step instructions on how to
register for this program. Use the code provided by Kerri to join the ALUUC’s program. Scrip gift
cards are sent to ALUUC; members then can pick them up and use them. Many scrip cards are reloadable, and you can also buy scrip as a ScripNow eCard, which can be printed from your computer and used immediately.
Our next order deadline is June 18. Please contact Kerri Skrudland at scrip@aluuc.org or by
phone for more information about this exciting program.

Page 14

Our May HOG ROAST was a big success, and a lot of fun!
This fundraiser was made possible by a string of generous gifts—
Randy Twyford donated his catering services to the
Denim and Diamonds Auction. Anna Pearson, Victoria Vincent and Rob Ewart bought it in order to make
a nice donation to the Simmons Cancer Center, and
then they donated this event to ALUUC to help us
with our fundraising efforts.
Wasn’t that a great idea? Be sure to thank them!
Of course, we still needed a number of helping hands
to make it happen, and special thanks go to:
Patty Pfeifer and Fred Moore, Phillip Anderson, Bonnie Ettinger, Jim Custer, Larry Muir, Lori Leytem, Dianne Roberts,
Linda Quigley, Mary Ryan, Mark Hanson, Tom Vondebur,
Debby Hagan, Jim Curran, Martin Woulfe, Kent Childs and
Gwen Childs.
We also appreciate everyone who came to eat that delicious
food! We are happy to report that we cleared about $1900, and
our fundraising goal for the year has been met.

Attention! Crafters, Artists, Woodworkers
…and those who would like to learn!
We would like to organize informal groups who would like to
help with the Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair next December. If
you have a talent and a project you would like to teach a small
group, we would like to facilitate this. Do you love to knit,
sew, scrapbook, work with wood, paint, play with clay, bake?
Or do you like to go to garage sales? You could help by gathering arts and crafts supplies such as:
Beautiful fabrics, trims, ribbons, lace, yarn, beads, costume jewelry, pine cones, wine corks (real cork), acrylic and
watercolor paints, oil pastels, soft pastels and charcoal, art
papers and boards (like new), stencils and scrapbooking materials, beads, marbles, maps, doilies, sheet music, feathers,
shells, seed pods, clock parts, embossed papers, wood
plaques, standard size picture frames with glass (in great
shape)…and more.
Please contact Gwen Childs or Diana DeWeese if you
have an interest in joining this team.Getting together with
others for good, creative fun is a joy!

UUs do the Fat-Ass 5K!
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Upcoming Fellowship Events
June
June 25

Movie Night—The Dressmaker—5pm at ALUUC

“Accused of murder when she was a child, a dressmaker (Kate
Winslet) returns to her small Australian town to seek revenge on the
locals who did her wrong.” 119 minutes. Rated R. Popcorn will be
provided, along with subtitles for those who are hard of hearing.

July
July 4

4th of July Picnic at ALUUC.
Come on out as we celebrate our independence with a cookout/picnic, games,
and fireworks that we’ll view over the cornfields. We’ll bring the grills, you
bring the food and beverages. If you have a favorite camp chair, bring that too for
fireworks viewing in comfort and style.

July 9

Movie Night—TBD

July 15

Eco Camp FUNraiser
at Kent & Gwen Childs’ home

Help sponsor children and our free ecology camp with a party at
Kent & Gwen’s house. There will be a pool, brats, burgers, hotdogs and more! More details in next month’s newsletter.

August
August 6

Movie Night—TBD

Late August (TBD) Sundae Sunday
Celebrate the beginning of the liturgical year with an
Ice Cream Social after the service!

Coffee Hour—Every Sunday!
Join us every Sunday morning after service for coffee (or tea...or lemonade) and
conversation. If you are interested in helping out in the Kitchen on a Sunday,
click here to sign up or contact Marissa at email@aluuc.org.
*** Game Night will be on hiatus until September.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults
A COURSE in MIRACLES CLASS
HIKING GROUP
The weekly ACIM discussion
*** Hike at Jubilee Farm ***
group continues to have from 5
Saturday, June 24th
to 10 people each week reading
Note: Since the May 20th Jubilee Farm
and discussing the text. Like
hike was rained out, we’re rescheduling
everyone else, we are concerned for the future with it for June.
the political changes that are taking place. HowMeet at Jubilee Farm at 9:30am for a tour of
ever, through the Course, we are reminded that this the facility. We’ll then hike the trails (approx. 1.5
is all an illusion. As we strive to understand the
miles). Lastly, for those interested, we’ll walk the
teachings and to hear the Voice for God, we are
outdoor labyrinth.
taught that, regardless of what is happening around
Jubilee Farm is a 164-acre center for ecology
us, we are in the protective custody of a loving and
and spirituality run by the Dominican Sisters of
Springfield. There are walking trails and an outdoor
merciful God.
labyrinth. A variety of classes are available as well
We always welcome new participants and experience and knowledge levels are not important as as personal and group retreats. Llamas, hens and
we are all working together for a better understand- strange rock formations await! Jubilee Farm is 3.8
miles west of Veterans Pkwy on Old Jacksonville
ing of the Course.
Road.
Join us at 6 pm on any Tuesday in the BarIf questionable weather, confirm GO / NOton classroom. We are usually out by 7:30. A few
GO
with Jim Curran at hiking@aluuc.org or by
of us have taken to going to a restaurant afterwards
phone.
for further fellowship. If you have any questions,
Address: 6760 Old Jacksonville Road, New
please email acim@aluuc.org.
Berlin, IL 62670. Website: http://jubileefarm.info
DREAM GROUP
This is an opportunity for folks to discuss their dreams in a relaxed, friendly,
informal setting. The Dream Group is
using an online format for our conversations about participant’s dreams. Occasionally
we’ll have informal gatherings. For more information, call or email Phil Gregg by phone or at
uudreamgroup@aluuc.org.
MEN’S GROUP
The Mens Group meets on
the first & third Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. We vary
our meeting locations between church and nearby
restaurants. Join us for insightful discussion, dinner, drinks and merriment. Feel free to bring
thought provoking books, articles or poems for examination and reflection. Contact Jim Curran to get
on the mailing list for meeting locations and details
(mensgroup@aluuc.org or by phone).

PAGAN GROUP
Join the Pagan Group on Saturday,
June 24 for Litha! We’ll welcome the
Summer Solstice in style with ritual,
drumming, song, and of course, food.
All are welcome to attend and join in the celebration. Prep will begin at 5 pm, and ritual will start
at 6 pm. For more information about Earth-based
spirituality, or the ALUUC Pagan Group, please
contact Tracy Zieber at aluucpagans@gmail.com,
or call Tracy.
NEWS GROUP
The News Group meets on the first
Thursday of each month at
7:00pm. Join us on Thursday,
June 1 at the ALUUC in the Channing Room. If
you have any questions contact Kurt DeWeese by
phone or newsgroup@aluuc.org.
Continued on page 17
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults (cont’d)
HUMANIST GROUP
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
Our ALUUC Humanist Group emphasizes
The ALUUC Book Group will conhumanitarianism as a way of life with core
tinue to be on hiatus. We hope to have
values of dignity, equality, and social jusrenewed interest such that we might
tice for all individuals. We routinely disstart again in September. The books
cuss matters of morality/ethical values,
we have read over the past number of years have
separation of church and state, science/evolution/
not been “religious or faith-based.”
neuroscience, behavioral economics and occasionWe have read everything from current bestally non-partisan politics as it relates to the human
sellers (The Goldfinch) to classics (A Tree Grows
spirit. Programs focus on humanity book reviews
in Brooklyn) and everything in between (I Know
and/or media presentations followed by lively
Why the Caged Bird Sings and The Immortal Irishgroup discussion. Other formats can and will be
man). Members of the group make the selections
considered by Co-Chairs Vi Lanum & Sarah Iaien- for 3-6 months in advance and all participate in the
naro.
discussions (unless you didn’t get the book read).
On Monday, June 26 at 7:00 pm, Sarah IaienWe have met on the 4th Tuesday in the past
naro will moderate the group’s discussion of Hilland would expect to meet at church if we start up
billy Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in
again. Should you be interested, please contact
Crisis by J.D. Vance. Written by a former marine
Penny Wollan-Kriel. In the meantime, continue to
and Yale Law School graduate, Hillbilly Elegy is a read, read, read and enjoy.
powerful account of growing up in a poor Rust
Belt town that offers a broader, probing look at the
struggles of America’s white working class. The
book was cited by the New York Times as one of
the “six books to help understand Donald Trump’s
win” in the 2016 presidential election.
Contact: Vi Lanum or Sarah Iaiennaro at
humanistgroup@aluuc.org for more information.

Labyrinth Walk

All groups must reserve their meeting
space in advance for meetings and/or events
through Office Manager Cheryl Wycoff at
office@aluuc.org.

Please join us for the FINAL Labyrinth Walk
of the 2016-17 year on
June 16th. This is a unique, ancient pathway to
greater spirituality that incorporates body and
consciousness. Each walk starts at 7 pm. There
will also be an opportunity to receive a Oneness
Blessing before and after you walk; those who
wish to stay after the walk may join in a UU
Communion held in Rev. Woulfe’s office.
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June 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

7 pm News
Group

3
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

4

5

Change for Change
collection
12 pm Covenant
Meeting

11

12

Sunday Service

8

9

14

10
ACLU private
rental

15
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

16
7 pm
Labyrinth
Walk

17
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

7 pm
Board
Meeting

Annual Meeting

18

19

7 pm
PFLAG
Mtg.

Scrip Deadline
12 pm RE Committee

25

20
6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
Class

Sunday Service

5 pm Movie Night:
The Dressmaker

13
6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
class

Ritual of Farewell for
Ministerial Intern
Paula Brayden

Sunday Service

7

7:15 pm
*6:30 pm Meditation
Group
Mens
6 pm Group
A Course
In Miracles
class
6 pm
Eco camp
meeting

Sunday Service

Father’s Day

6
11:45 am
GSIA
Meeting

21
*6:30 pm
Mens
Group

22

23 9:30 am Zen

24

Meditation
*9:30 am
Hiking Group:
Jubilee Farm

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

5 pm Pagan
Group: Litha

26
7 pm
Humanist
Group

27
6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
class
6 pm
Eco camp
meeting

28

29
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

30

July 1
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

* indicates event takes place off-site.
Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.

Contact Information
Clergy:
Minister
Minister Emeritus

Rev. Martin Woulfe
Rev. Berkley Moore

Intern Minister

Paula Brayden

minister@aluuc.org
ministeremeritus@aluuc.org
intern@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Frank Darneille
Pat Marshall
Tracy Zieber
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
DRE@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Philip Anderson
Frank Kopecky
Tina Bennett
Kim Villanueva
Melissa Bernhardt
Kent Childs
Debby Hagan
Dianne Roberts
Posy Robertson
Ricky Stead

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Director RE
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Road
Springfield, IL

(217)
585-9550
John Malan
Gwen Childs
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Marissa DeWeese
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
TBA
Kurt DeWeese
Jim Curran
Debby Hagan & Carol Kneedler
Carol Kneedler & Dianne Roberts
Delinda Chapman
Dianne Roberts
Diana DeWeese
Caitlin McDonald & Tracy Zieber
Nancy Derrig
Tracy Zieber & Meg Evans

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org
webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
membership@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
RE@aluuc.org
SAC@aluuc.org
WCC@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
- Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership & Publicity
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)
Social Action
Welcoming Congregations

745 Woodside

62711

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

ALUUC

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 60 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
745 Woodside Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711
217-585-9550

