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From Your ALUUC Board President
Special points of interest:
Annual Meeting Highlights
Eco Camp
Social Justice Events
“The Rachel Divide” Viewing
and Discussion
ALUUC Prairie Update

My thoughts this month are directed in honor of a friend
and mentor who selﬂessly took me under her wing during
our me together on the ALUUC Board. Posy Robertson not
only provided me with sage advice (such as “A good leader
spends 90% of the me listening and 10% of the me
talking”) but stressed the importance of saying thank you.
She o en joked that the ALUUC newsle er needed a “Posy
Praise Page” to recognize the good work of our congrega on.
So, in Posy’s honor, here is a Praise Page for all of the wonderful work done
by our members, volunteers, commi ees, and staﬀ over the past 12 months.
Here are a few numbers especially stand out:

Movie & Game Night
4 ‐ Number of social jus ce workshops held at ALUUC
Thank you to the Social Jus ce Commi ee for organizing these events and
raising our awareness of the spirituality of social jus ce work.
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ALUUC is a Welcoming
Congregation

8 ‐ The date (October 8) of the return of the tradi onal ALUUC fall picnic at
Weingardt Farm
Thank you to Tina Benne , the Fellowship Commi ee, and the DeWeese family
for sponsoring this gathering of friends and family.
28 ‐ The number of new members welcomed to ALUUC
Thank you to the Membership Commi ee, the Welcoming Commi ee, and our
membership coordinator Tracy Zieber for reaching out to those seeking a
spiritual home, a like‐minded community, or just a place to feel safe and
welcomed.
30 ‐ The target goal for percentage use of recycled paper products at ALUUC
Thank you to the Green Sanctuary Commi ee for ensuring that we con nue to
be good stewards of the environment.
34 ‐ The number of paid rentals of ALUUC facili es by outside groups/non‐
members
Thank you to the Facili es Commi ee and our oﬃce manager Cheryl Wycoﬀ for
keeping our building and grounds in good shape for us (and others) to enjoy.
Continued on page 2

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congrega on is a religious community of individuals coming together for
spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical tradi ons of every person and honor their
cultural tradi ons, ages, abili es, economic status, race, sexual orienta on and gender.
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51 ‐ The number of children enrolled in our Religious Educa on program
Thank you to the RE Commi ee, instructors, nursery staﬀ, Senior Youth Group, and director of religious
educa on Pat Woods for providing a global view of world religions – including an intergenera onal, mul ‐
media holiday pageant.
134 ‐ The number of views of our most‐viewed service of the last year (“Unknown Faces of Islam” with
Maryam Moustouﬁ)
Thank you to the Program Commi ee, Rev. Mar n Woulfe, and the Electronic and Communica ons
Commi ee team of Marissa DeWeese and Elaine Gambiani for planning and publicizing our ac vi es with
wide appeal, both online and on the page.
Special thanks to Bonnie E nger, Beverly Holmes, Kathy Schultz, our choir, and the Flowers Commi ee for
their talents in bringing our Sunday services to life.
1,593 ‐ The number of minutes that the ALUUC board spent in regular and special mee ngs in 2017‐18
Thank you to my ALUUC board colleagues for your diligent work as commi ee liaisons and congrega onal
leaders, and to the Nomina ng Commi ee for selec ng a strong, cohesive team that o en felt more like a
covenant group than a governing board.
Special thanks to former board member Posy Robertson, whose wisdom, kindness and good humor will not be
forgo en.
And thank you to everyone involved in EcoCamp, the Fantasy Ac on, the Arts & Cra s Fair, Covenant Groups,
Pastoral Care, the Personnel Commi ee, Covenant Groups, the Garage Mahal, the new carpe ng, and many
other ALUUC ac vi es. This year would not have been possible without you.
Here’s looking ahead to another good year. Who knows what we’ll add to future Posy’s Praise Pages?
Thank you, with a thankful heart, Kim Villanueva, president@aluuc.org

COFFEE HOUR
Join us every Sunday morning a er service for
coﬀee and conversa on!
If you are interested in helping out in the kitchen
on Sunday, click here to sign
up or contact
email@aluuc.org

FLOWERS
July 1 ‐ Penny Wollan‐Kriel
July 8 ‐ Available
July 15 ‐ Available
July 22 ‐ Art Darken
July 29 ‐ Sandra Creasy
As always your tax‐deduc ble
$20 dona on is payable the
week before the Sunday requested. Thank you!
Vi Lanum, Flower Commi ee, ﬂower@aluuc.org
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Sunday Morning Services
10:30 am
July 1, 2018
Domes c Violence Facts and Myths
Angela Bertoni, CEO of Sojourn Shelter and Services
Violence, whether in our schools, places of work, or on the streets, usually begins at home. For over 43 years,
Sojourn Shelter and Services, Inc. has been the only secure domes c violence shelter in a ﬁve county area of
Central Illinois. Angela will speak on what’s fact and what’s myth regarding domes c violence.
“Change for Change” Collec on for Sojourn Shelter and Services
July 8, 2018
Life as a Process
Phil Salisbury
Phil will speak about how we talk and think about our daily lives and show how we think about the momentary
nature of things as a con nuity. We will be introduced to terms and have to determine whether they can be
applied universally. In conclusion, we will be asked to consider what ﬁlters we apply in our lives.
July 15, 2018
Hinduism and the UU Tradi on
Susan Bailey
Hinduism is an ancient and diverse religion with over 1 billion adherents. Susan Bailey will be providing some
insight into how beginners can approach Hinduism, with reference to some of the historical and religious
connec ons between Hinduism and the UU tradi on. Susan has advanced degrees in religious studies from
Harvard Divinity School and Duke University with a focus on religions of India.
July 22, 2018
A Liberal Lutheran in Rural Illinois
Deacon Pat Caley, Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
From growing up in conserva ve Lutheranism to rejec ng Chris anity altogether, and then returning to the
faith because of a passage in a history book, Deacon Caley now helps rural churches with empty pulpits ‐ with
surprising results. There will be a selec on of Fair trade items available for purchase a er the service.
July 29, 2018
The Eco Camp Team Presents: Ecology and Fun in the Sun
Experience the joy 60 campers and their 30 adult 'counselors' feel a er a week learning about ecology and
having fun.
August 5, 2018
Reﬁnishing Lives
Megan Shomidie, Program Graduate
Wooden it be Lovely ‐ Learn how this nonproﬁt empowers impoverished women by teaching them to put used
furniture to new purposes.
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From Your Director of Religious Education
Summer for RE means a more laid‐back schedule, especially for the Senior Youth Group.
They do not meet regularly in summer, but they hosted a cookout in June and will be
holding a Dinner and a Movie gathering in mid‐July. SYG members (and wannabe
members) be sure to get connected with SYG on Facebook, Remind, and/or text (give
Sabrina Vining your contact informa on) to keep track of what’s going on with SYG.
August will feature a camping trip, which is currently in the planning stages. SYG does not
meet regularly during the summer, but they will hold informal gatherings during services
to check in with each other.
Summer Religious Educa on, under the umbrella of “It’s Element(ary)”, and students have studied the
mythology of water, ﬁre, earth, and air. They will be looking at the
science of these elements during July. Reminder ‐ I will not be in
the country from July 5 to July 16, so if you have concerns or
ques ons, they will need to wait un l a er I return. Emergencies
can be directed to the RE Commi ee.
The Nursery has created a wish list of items they need to best
facilitate the experience of our toddlers. Should you have any of
these items taking up space, please donate them to the RE
program.
We need:
High Priority items:

Wish list items:

Wooden Number puzzle
Wooden Alphabet puzzle
Small dolls for doll house
Toilet po y seat for top of toilet
Beanbag chairs (2) round
Handheld ba ery operated
vacuum
Baby gate for door area

Swing (manual or electric) for
babies
Rock n play or portable crib
Doll clothes and accessories AND
baby dolls
Bookcase for toys and books
Sturdy doctor set
ABC or numbers coloring books

CD player and kids CDs
Toy vehicles
Small rocking horse
Hand soap and lo on (unscented)
Wipes
Lysol wipes

Probably the biggest news from RE is that we (with the very able
assistance of Marissa DeWeese) ﬁnally ﬁgured out why we
couldn’t access the State’s online background check from
ALUUC. I am delighted to announce we have run a successful
background check and are ready to do more. If you are
volunteering to work with youth and have NOT been background
checked, please talk to me so we can get that done by July 31.
Teacher orienta on will be coming up in August, so we need to
have background checks ﬁnished.
Thanks, Pat Woods, Director of Religious Educa on,
dre@aluuc.org
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From Your ALUUC Minister
The Art of Wai ng
This morning, I sat with three siblings at the hospital while their father was having heart
surgery. We passed some me reminiscing, periodically checking our phones, and
responding to the updates that the nurse texted.
I reﬂected that a signiﬁcant part of pastoral care involves wai ng ‐ with individuals or
with families. I have been frequently summoned to various bedsides in ERs, ICUs,
hospices and homes, etc. ‐ and much of what I do there is to talk with the pa ent or perhaps their family and
friends. I think that learning to wait, and to listen, are acquired skills.
I acquired some of these skills when my mom was suddenly hospitalized during the summer of 1989. My
dad had taken her in for an evalua on because she was experiencing chronic headaches. A er the exam, the
doctor told them that surgery was immediately required ‐ they need to bore holes into her skull to reduce the
pressure on her brain. My dad asked for a second opinion, which was quickly conﬁrmed. There was very li le
me to absorb what was unfolding. One or two sibs ac vated the phone tree, and I hurried to get there.
When I arrived at the designated room, I walked inside and saw two beds but only one occupant, who was
asleep. This person seemed to have a frail body, wrapped in a sheet ‐ the head had been shaved and the face
looked ashen. I studied the face and then peeked at the chart hanging by the door, looking for a name. I
returned to the bedside and looked again – but did not experience even a ﬂicker of recogni on. Confused, I
asked the nurse where I might ﬁnd my mother. To my astonishment, I was directed back to the same pa ent.
In the weeks of wai ng that lay ahead, my mother passed through many frightening thresholds. At one
point, a priest was summoned to give her the last rites. My family gathered in the wai ng room, conten ng
ourselves with each other’s company, playing cards or solving 1,000‐piece puzzles. Those who were inclined
to pray prayed. Some stepped outside and smoked. But there were also moments when one person or
another gently introduced past grievances with the goal of resolving them. In the light of the circumstances,
such grievances seemed pe y, and moments of healing took place.
This experience served me well when I was later a hospital chaplain at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in
Chicago. For three months, I met with a team of chaplains and visited ﬂoors, par cularly bonding with various
pa ents in the hospice unit. All these years later, I can dis nctly remember some of those conversa ons as I
held the hand of a pa ent and accompanied them on the ﬁnal leg of their journey.
One dbit of internet wisdom suggests that the problem with communica on is that we do not listen to
understand but only so that we can respond. This rings true to me – but most especially in the wai ng room
of a hospital, or by the bedside of an ill friend. Would that we could all become not just be er listeners but
be er at wai ng. There is par al truth in the words of John Milton, “they also serve who stand and wait.” I
can appreciate the reference to serving. But not all who wait experience grace and healing. I do not doubt
that each of us will have future occasions to cul vate both – may we recognize the opportuni es when they
arrive.
Sincerely, Mar n Woulfe, minister@aluuc.org

Save the Date:
Saturday, August 18th
for the Celebration of Life for
Betty Florian
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ALUUC Social Justice Committee (SJC) Update
ALUUC Social Jus ce Commi ee (SJC) Update
Sunday Service SJ Moment lets you know what you can do to promote social jus ce.

ALUUC Get Out the Vote Campaign – Vote Your Values
The 5th Principle of Unitarian Universalism is the right of conscience & the use of
the democra c process within our congrega ons and in society at large. We think
that ge ng involved in voter engagement both inside and outside ALUUC’s walls
is an ideal opportunity to ac vely live our values. By engaging in the civic process,
we will be empowered to act in support of the priority issues iden ﬁed by our
congrega on. SJC will provide opportuni es for voter informa on and registra on
at ALUUC, and plug into the Faith Coali on for the Common Good’s voter
engagement ac vi es such as phone banking & post card wri ng.
This is a real chance to change things!
Contact Nancy Derrig or Meg Evans (socialjus ce@aluuc.org) to get involved at any level. Keep an eye out,
much more to come on this…….
(Thanks to Meg for this & her organizing)

Change 4 Change ‐ Thank you for your most appreciated and needed generosity.
A Change in Change 4 Change
You are always most generous in the 1st Sunday of the month Change 4 Change collec on
and the organiza ons have been very apprecia ve. Since many of you have expressed a
desire to do more to help, the organiza ons will now have a representa ve at a table during
coﬀee hour providing more informa on. Please visit them. SJC hopes you like this change.

C-4-C

July 2018 ‐ Sojourn Shelter and Angela Bertoni will also be the speaker. To aid domes c violence vic ms,
this agency provides: shelter, a conﬁden al 24‐hour hotline, court advocacy, community referrals,
transporta on, adult and child individual and group counseling, and violence preven on programs.
Angela will be at a table during coﬀee hour. Please make checks to ALUUC with Sojourn Shelter noted in
the memo lin.
June 2018 ‐ We raised $268.22 for UU Prison Ministry of Illinois (UUPMI). Their mission is to equip Illinois
UUs to transform ins tu ons & support people harmed by the prison industrial complex. Checks are s ll
accepted made out to ALUUC with UUPMI noted in the memo sec on.

SJC Regular Mee ngs
We meet the 3rd Sunday 12 noon. Next mee ng July 17, 12 noon, Berkley (was Barton) room. All are welcome;
we need your concerns & ideas. Be the change you want to see.
Immigra on Info from Unitarian Universalist Service Commi ee (UUSC)
h ps://www.uusc.org/sessions‐asylum‐decision‐recklessly‐endangers‐women‐and‐children/
h ps://www.uusc.org/immigra on‐bill‐targets‐families‐and‐asylum‐seekers/ (Thanks Lisa U.)
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Upcoming Local Social Jus ce Community Ac ons
July 11 ‐ Join us on Wednesday, July 11 at 7 pm for a viewing of the documentary
"The Rachel Divide," a 2018 ﬁlm exploring the story of Rachel Dolezal; ‐ Ms.
Dolezal, a chapter president for the NAACP, was catapulted into controversy
because she insisted that she was African American even though she had been
born and raised by white parents.
Following the ﬁlm, Springﬁeld NAACP President Teresa Haley will moderate a discussion. This event is free
and open to the public. If you have any ques ons, please contact Rev. Woulfe or Marsh Wijetunge.
July 14 ‐ Stop the Violence Project Back to School Block Party, Jaycee Park (2400 E. Monroe)
An all day picnic. Members & friends are invited to volunteer at this all‐day community picnic, which is
organized by the Ambassadors of Christ Ministries. Volunteers are asked to arrive at 11 am and can assist
with registering people, distribu ng backpacks, coordina ng games, concessions, food, etc.
To volunteer, please call Rev. Jessie Bates at 217‐620‐2288.
You may also volunteer to assist the FCCG Voter Registra on Drive taking place during this event ‐ if
interested in voter registra on, please call Shelly Heideman at 626‐1004.
July 24 ‐ Mom’s Demand Ac on (an organiza on against gun violence) mee ng, 7pm, Laurel United
Methodist Church (631 S. Grand, Springﬁeld) ‐ speaker Rev. Mar n Woulfe

Recent Local Social Jus ce Community Ac ons
May 31 ‐ ERA Rally (Equal Rights Amendment) ﬁnally
ra ﬁed in Illinois with just one vote to spare and more than
40 years a er 10,000 people marched on the State Capitol.
Thanks to the ALUUCers who were there to inﬂuence and
witness the ra ﬁca on.
(Thanks Ki y Wrigley for the photo)
June 1 ‐ We Belong Together Rally
Thanks to the UU’s who brought their voices to the U.S.
A orney’s Oﬃce in response to the separa on of immigrant children and their families at the border &
the thousands of children who have been harmed or abused by current immigra on policies. A er
surviving civil unrest, escaping exploita on or
experiencing horrendous trauma, these children
need to be with their loved ones, not alone in ICE
custody.
Thanks Meg (text) & Mar n (photo)
Stop separa ng families at the Mexican/ U.S.
border!
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LOCAL CONTACTS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVITIES
UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)
A great site for local social jus ce ac vi es in Illinois. Our connec on to this
group is Deb Hagan. For more informa on and/or Email alerts: www.uuani.org
or www.facebook.com/UUANI. UUANI newsle er is on ALUUC web page.
Faith Coali on for the Common Good (FCCG)
FCCG is a local associa on of over 25 churches (including ALUUC), faith‐based
organiza ons and labor unions providing opportuni es to work on SJC focuses of
An racism, Immigra on & Homelessness with people of diﬀerent faith
tradi ons. Much of their work is done through 4 task forces: Educa on, Jobs and Economic Equity, Civic
Engagement & Policy Involvement, and CUJO (Ci zens United for Jus ce &Order). ALUUC members are on
these task forces and would love to have you join them. Please contact the FCCG oﬃce at
www.faithcoali on‐il.org or Shelley Heideman at 544‐2297. Informa on on upcoming task force mee ngs
call the oﬃce or go to h ps://faithcoali on‐il.org/what‐we‐do/ for a mee ngs calendar under
News and Events. There is strength in numbers and diversity folks. (Thanks Stu for this informa on)
Moms Demand Ac on
Since our incep on a er the Sandy Hook Elementary mass shoo ng, Moms Demand Ac on has mobilized
mothers across the country to become the largest grassroots movement working to reduce gun violence.
Moms Demand Ac on is a program of Everytown for Gun Safety, the largest gun violence preven on
advocacy organiza on in the country, with more than 1.5 million grassroots supporters. For more
informa on on joining, volunteering, ﬁnding a local chapter, or dona ng, please go
to momsdemandac on.org. We can be found on Facebook at h ps://www.facebook.com/
MomsDemandAc on and on Twi er at @momsdemand.
Ac on Illinois
This local, grassroots group was created to: build a be er future for our kids & grandkids; spread posi ve
change in a world of injus ce & inequality; move forward with heads high & get our voices heard; & rage
onward for what is right. For more informa on and/or ac on alerts: h ps://www.facebook.com/
Ac onIllinois1.
Immigrant and Refugee Rights
1 year ago, SJC members began a diverse coali on of concerned people from businesses, non‐proﬁts, faith
communi es, Universi es and other groups last April to look at educa on, support and
advocacy around immigrant & refugee issues. The group is based on the principles of inclusion & crea ng
communi es where everyone feels welcome. Meg Evans from ALUUC and Veronica Espina are current
co‐chairs.
Accomplishments to date:
 Training: 'Springﬁeld Community Immigra on 101: Immigrant & Refugee Ally Training ' August 12
was a ended by over 40 community members
 Civic engagement: Welcoming City Resolu on Ini a ve; Visits to State Reps during Dream Act Week of
Ac on; Dreamers Rally in Springﬁeld, IL
 Community support: Consular services provided over 4‐days in September 2017 to downstate Illinois
Mexican na onals by the Mexican Consulate Mobile unit hosted by ALUUC; Ini al explora on of
community resources for immigrants and refugees.
We invite you to become part of this important grassroots eﬀort.
Contact Meg Evans, Larry Golden, or Rev. Woulfe (minister@aluuc.org) (Thanks to Meg Evans& Larry
Golden for this informa on and all their work on this)
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Dianne Roberts shared some photos from the June 10 ALUUC Annual Mee ng. Commi ee of Ministry chair
Mark Hansen announced the winners of the 2018 UnsUUng Heroes Awards: Penny Wollan‐Kriel, Renata
Buchloh, Larry Muir, and Heather Vining. (The construc on crew for the new garage also received a special
UnsUUng plaque for their contribu ons to ALUUC.)

Green Committee Update
The Green Commi ee has enthusias cally approved Ryan Croteau’s
proposed Eagle Scout Project of developing a path through the ALUUC
prairie with signs to iden fy plants and benches for medita on and
mee ngs. With Green Commi ee Chair, Jim Curran, coordina ng, Becky
Croteau has marked a number of plants and Larry Muir has twice mowed a
winding path through the prairie which passes near the iden ﬁed plants.

Ryan Croteau explains his
prairie path concept

The path will allow people to wander out into the prairie, observe the plants
and variety of insects and bu erﬂies and hear the redwing blackbirds call
from their perches on the tall rosinweed. The Green Commi ee intends to
supplement Ryan’s signs with addi onal educa onal material—beginning
this summer with a short curriculum for eco‐camp.

Thank you Ryan for ini a ng the project! And thank you Becky for plant
iden ﬁca on and thanks to Larry for mowing the path to keep it from returning to grass.

Fabulous Fundraising
Scrip is a coopera ve that allows congrega on members to buy gi cards to na onal retailers
at face value. A percentage of each card sold comes back to ALUUC. Gas sta ons, grocery and
clothing stores, drugstores and restaurants are well‐represented on the list of 400+ vendors.
Go to www.aluuc.org/about‐aluuc/members/scrip‐program for step‐by‐step instruc ons on how to register
for this program. Use the code provided by Kerri to join the ALUUC’s program. Scrip gi cards are sent to
ALUUC; members then can pick them up and use them. Many scrip cards are reloadable, and you can also buy
scrip as a ScripNow eCard, which can be printed from your computer and used immediately.
Our next order deadline is July 8th. Please contact Kerri Skrudland at scrip@aluuc.org for more informa on
about this exci ng program.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults
A COURSE IN MIRACLES RE CLASS
A Course in Miracles is an ongoing study and will con nue into the new year.
Please note that we will not be mee ng on July 31.
Par cipants include some who have studied A Course in Miracles for years and have a
strong understanding of the material. Others are just beginning their study and have lots of
ques ons. Wherever you are in your interest in this text, you are welcome to join us.
A goal of A Course in Miracles is to train us to listen to God’s voice, the Holy Spirit. This extension of God’s mind
serves as our inner guide, who will direct our thoughts, telling us exactly what to do, and direc ng all our eﬀorts.
To be truly eﬀec ve, we must learn to rely on our own internal teacher rather than looking for help outside
ourselves. We are thus guided to discover our own God‐given func on. As we are led from the world of the ego
to the world of love, our percep on of ourselves as separated persons is corrected, and we remember our
higher, or true Self. We remember we were created by God as His Child, and we are enabled to accept the Christ
within, and to see with Christ’s vision. We recognize our oneness with God, our Self, and all our brothers, and
are able, ﬁnally, to “teach only love,” which is our true func on as Children of God.
We meet in the Berkley Room at ALUUC at 6 pm every Tuesday to read and discuss these concepts and how they
apply to our lives. Ques ons? Please email acim@aluuc.org.

HUMANIST GROUP
The ALUUC Humanist Group emphasizes humanitarianism as a way of life with core values of
dignity, equality, and social jus ce for all individuals. Each month we discuss ma ers of morality/
ethical values, separa on of church and state, science/evolu on/neuroscience, behavioral
economics and occasionally nonpar san poli cs as it relates to the human spirit.
The ALUUC Humanist Group will meet at 7 PM, Monday, July 23, at ALUUC to discuss Tyler Cowen’s book The
Complacent Class: The Self‐Defea ng Quest for the American Dream, facilitated by Mark Hansen. “The
apparent stability of American society, Cowen believes, is an illusion: behind the placid façade, technological
change and global compe on have combined with domes c discontent to bring forth a new age of
disrup on—and, hopefully, renewal. For Cowen, a number of disparate events—from na onwide protests
over police brutality to the elec on of Donald Trump as president—serve as signs that disrup ve forces are
gathering strength.”
~ Foreign Aﬀairs magazine
Ques ons? Please contact Sarah Iaiennaro at humanistgroup@aluuc.org.
All groups must reserve their mee ng space in advance for mee ngs and/or events through Oﬃce Manager
Cheryl Wycoﬀ at oﬃce@aluuc.org.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults (Continued)
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
The ALUUC Book Group will meet on Tuesday, July 31 at 7 PM in the Channing Room.
The date change is due to Eco Camp’s use of all rooms during the week of July 23.
During the remainder of this year, the following books will be read: Stories from the Round
Barn by our own Jackie Jackson, Unfamiliar Fishes by Sarah Vowell, Woe to Live on by
Daniel Woodrell, Madison Park: A Place of Hope by Eric L. Motley.
Check the weekly announcements for July’s selec on.
Anyone can join us for a discussion on a book of your interest. For ques ons, email Penny Wollan‐Kriel
at bookgroup@aluuc.org

HIKING GROUP
Join Green Sanctuary on an excursion to the downtown Springﬁeld Farmers Market on
Saturday July 28 to support the ALUUC Eco Campers! Details to follow.

NEWS GROUP
The News Group will meet on Thursday, July 5th at 6:00 p.m. at Frank and Linda
Kopecky's home for a pot luck. Frank and Linda will supply the main course and
beverages. Please bring side dishes, such as salads, appe zers, vegetables and
desserts.
If you have ques ons, call Frank or Linda at 529‐3235.

ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays) on the
Third Monday of every month. The next mee ng will be held at ALUUC on Monday,
July 16, at 7 pm.
This is a safe and conﬁden al gathering of LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer) people, their families, friends and allies to meet and
share. This PFLAG group is open to all and welcomes your energy!
Visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/PFLAGSpringﬁeldIL.
To contact the group by email: pﬂag‐springﬁeldil_1@juno.com.
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Membership Committee Update
The Membership Commi ee has taken just a bit of a well‐deserved break over the past couple of months as
we helped wrap up the liturgical year. The Pathways to Membership classes will begin mee ng again regularly
in August. In the mean me, if you have par cipated in the ﬁrst part of Pathways and have not yet had the
chance to par cipate in the second and third parts of Pathways, rest assured that the Membership Commi ee
would be happy to arrange a special session for you.
Please contact the Membership Coordinator at welcome@aluuc.org or Rev. Mar n Woulfe at
minister@aluuc.org for more informa on.
One of the things that helps set ALUUC apart is our warm and welcoming atmosphere. In order to be a place of
welcoming, it's important that those who come to us at ALUUC on Sunday see a warm and friendly face. Please
help us retain ALUUC's reputa on as a place of love for all by being a Greeter or Usher. For Ushering and
Gree ng opportuni es, please contact welcome@aluuc.org
For more informa on about the Membership Commi ee and how to be a part of everything we do here at
ALUUC, please contact our co‐chairs Carol Kneedler and Dianne Roberts at membership@aluuc.org.
Tracy Zieber, Membership Coordinator welcome@aluuc.org

Stewardship Campaign
As the Campaign/Pledge Drive comes to its conclusion with the start of the Fiscal Year 2019 on July 1,
Co‐chairs John Malan and Penny Wollan‐Kriel wish to THANK everyone who pledged. As of June 24, the
Campaign was at 93% of the $230,000 goal. That was also 97% of what was voted on as the Pledge amount in
the FY19 Budget.
Pledges are s ll welcome at any me. Penny is hoping that we reach an all‐ me high percentage of pledging
members. It is important to make a pledge regardless of the amount. That needs to be whatever amount is
right for you whether small or large.
For John and Penny, it has been an honor and privilege to serve the ALUUC congrega on as Co‐chairs for the
past two years. Apprecia on for our faith community has been deep and meaningful.

ALUUC at the UU General
Assembly 2018
Diana DeWeese, Celeste Woulfe and Kurt
DeWeese prepared the ALUUC banner before
the Opening Session parade.
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Fellowship Events
Game Night - Friday, July 13th at 6pm
Come out for a night of fun, food, and of course, games!
Pizza will be provided. You are welcome to bring your own sides, snacks, drinks, and
games!

Eco Camp - July 23 - 27
We STILL need lots of volunteers to help out before, during, and a er camp! There are many ways a person
can help ‐ if you are interested in any of the following ‐ full descrip ons are at www.aluuc.org/eco‐camp, or
talk to Phil Anderson, Diana DeWeese, or Elaine Orr.
Save the Date!
Eco Camp FUNdraiser - Saturday, July 21, 4-8 pm
Don't miss the Eco Camp fundraising barbecue and pool party on Saturday,
July 21, from 4 pm to 8 pm at Kent and Gwen Childs’ home, located at 15
Forest Ridge, Springﬁeld, IL. Hot Dogs and Hamburgers will be served, along
with tea and lemonade. A endees are welcome to bring addi onal dishes,
sides, desserts, and/or beverages. Dona ons to Eco Camp of any amount are welcome!

Movie Night - Hunt For The Wilderpeople
Sunday, August 5th at 5 pm
"Directed by Taika Wai , this ﬁlms tells the story of Ricky Baker, an orphan
boy (Julian Dennison), and his foster father, Uncle Hec (Sam Neill), who
become the subjects of a manhunt a er they get stranded in the New Zealand
wilderness."
101 minutes. Rated PG‐13. Popcorn will be provided, along with sub tles for
those who are hard of hearing impaired.

Save The Date! Volunteer at the Star Fair August 9th
Friends & members of ALUUC are invited to volunteer at the State Fair on Thursday, August 9!
Volunteers will be assigned to Gate 7 ‐ some will handle money, others will collect ckets, and some will
direct drivers to parking spaces.
This is a fun event ‐ and is also a fund‐raiser for ALUUC! Shi s will be
available throughout the day. Each person will receive a meal cket and
can a end the fair a er their shi . More details will follow.
Rev. Woulfe is organizing this event ‐ if interested, please contact him.
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July 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
Sunday Service
Change for Change

2

3

9

10

16

17

12pm
Covenant Grp.

8
Sunday Service
Scrip Deadline

15
Sunday Service
12pm Social
Justice Comm.

7 pm
PFLAG Group

12pm Covenant
Grp.
12:45pm
Eco Camp
Prefect Training
22
Sunday Service
12pm Eco Camp
set-up

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

Thu

Fri

4

5
6
* 7pm News
Group
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

11
12
13
6 pm
6 pm
A Course 7pm “The Rachel 7pm EcoCamp
Game Night
In Miracles Divide”
Mtg.
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

18

6pm Board Mtg.
6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

23
24
7 pm
Humanist Group

Wed

19
6pm
7pm Eco Camp Membership
Prefect Training Com Mtg.

20

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

26

27
7:15 pm 4pm Eco Camp
Meditation tear-down
Group

Eco Camp
29
Sunday Service

30

7
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

14
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

21
9:30 am Zen
Meditation
* 4pm Eco Camp
FUNdraiser

7pm EcoCamp
Mtg.
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group
25

Sat

31
7pm
Book Group

* indicates event takes place off-site.
Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.

28
*8:30am Eco
Camp Day of
Action
9:30 am Zen
Meditation
*Hiking Group
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Contact Information
Clergy:
Minister

Rev. Martin Woulfe

minister@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Brenda Elam
Pat Woods
Tracy Zieber
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
dre@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Director RE
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

745 Woodside Road

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Kim Villanueva
Debby Hagan
Dianne Roberts
Alison Stachera
Bob Croteau
Bonnie Ettinger
Larry Muir
Lara Quivey
Dennis Rumme
Marsh Wijetunge

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

Mark Hanson
Gwen Childs
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Elaine
Gambiani
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt
DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
Phil Anderson
Stu Jacobson
Kurt DeWeese
Jim Curran
Debby Hagan & Carol
Kneedler
Carol Kneedler & Dianne
Roberts
Delinda Chapman
Frank Kopecky
Elaine Orr
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Nancy Derrig
Meg Evans & Tracy Zieber

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
- Covenant Groups
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)
Social Justice
- Welcoming Congregations

Springfield, IL
62711

(217) 585-9550

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

ALUUC

webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
covenantgroups@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
membership@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
re@aluuc.org
socialjustice@aluuc.org
wcc@aluuc.org

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 65 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
745 Woodside Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711
217-585-9550

