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ALUUC is a Welcoming
Congregation

I am frequently humbled by the commitment, poetry, and
ac vism of some of ALUUC’s members. One such person is
Sydney Lynn McCabe, who joined ALUUC in 2017. Presently
twenty‐two years old, she has been a forceful advocate for
LGBTQ rights and Racial Jus ce at LLCC and within the larger
community. Yesterday, a er I posted that the #BLM sign had
been stolen (for the umpteenth me) from the front lawn of
ALUUC – on Mar n Luther King Day, no less – she responded with the following
post on social media:
“The Black Lives Ma er sign in front of my congrega on (ALUUC) is exactly
why I joined the church. I drove past the building countless mes on my way to
the park, school, and the radio sta on— yet somehow never really looked twice
other than no cing the beau ful li le pond. It was actually my uncle, Mark who
ini ally brought it up at our house. Saying he too saw the sign and out of curiosity
checked it out. He was pre y intrigued and inspired. As a group, him and my
grandmother (Pat) decided to check it out on a Sunday. Sure enough there were
the signs. I wondered how I missed it. We all a ended some services and some
Sundays. Kind of sporadically to be honest lol. At the me there was something
missing in my life that I couldn’t quite put my ﬁnger on. But it all made sense the
more I went. To make long story short Tyrese and I joined together. I found
Unitarian Universalism and over the years a peace had been regained. Don’t get
me wrong, not every Sunday is dedicated to singing (so much singing!) and I’ve
missed more than my fair share of events. But regardless, my faith is s ll the
most important part of me. Despite how others perceive or police it. UU faith has
given me FREEDOM and security back to me at the same me... Worship on my
terms, bringing me closest to my higher power(s). —Now back to that sign. That
sign that sparked this whole revival. This sign has been stolen over and over and
over. Each me replaced with a new one. That persistence is something you have
to see to believe. — So why am I men oning it today??.... Because on Mar n
Luther King Jr. Day the sign has been stolen again... This is the community we are
in, people. Not a story of somewhere else far away. A story here. It touches you
and yours whether you ignore it or not. Yet, I scroll through my meline and see
my church family (especially my bad ass pastor, Mar n — or whatever ‘ tle’ you
call him lol!!!) sharing that another one is already up and that there are more
signs in storage to ﬁght back again and again. “Nevertheless....” Now we know
this isn’t really a story just about a sign. But about the congrega on that ﬁghts
Continued on page 2

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congrega on is a religious community of individuals coming together for
spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical tradi ons of every person and honor their
cultural tradi ons, ages, abili es, economic status, race, sexual orienta on and gender.
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furiously for the moral and ethical values that I also hold so dearly. It’s about showing in the face of opposi on
that we aren’t done, regardless of the ba les big or small. I’m so proud.”
I thank you, Sydney, for your passion and your prose.
Sincerely, Rev. Mar n Woulfe, minister@aluuc.org

Membership Committee Update
The January weather has put a bit of a damper on things, but we're s ll moving right
along with classes, groups, and ac vi es.
We've had three new members join us in December. Please welcome Kathy Miller,
Renika Singletary, and Sarah Thomas.
The Membership Commi ee would like to thank the ALUUC Covenant Groups for their
Sunday Service Ac vi es. Two groups have oﬀered their services as ushers, greeters,
kitchen coordinators, and pre‐service prep and a er service clean up. It takes a dedicated group of many
hands to make such light work, and both groups did so wonderfully. Thank you all!
Pathway Sessions are a special series for people interested in membership at ALUUC. The next series will be
held on Sunday, February 24, at noon (session #1) and Monday, February 25 at 6 pm (sessions #2 & #3). Please
contact Rev. Mar n Woulfe (minister@aluuc.org) if you would like to a end. Child care is available upon
request.
February 24
Session #1 Seeds: Sharing Our Stories. This session focuses on sharing important themes and stories from
our own life stories, with a special emphasis on our faith journeys.
February 25
Session #2 Roots: An inside scoop on UUism and ALUUC. This session is intended to present and discuss
various themes and developments within UUism as a whole and ALUUC in par cular. We will explore the
Principles & Purposes, the Sources, and some important milestones.
Session #3 Branches: Fostering Growth & Crea ng Connec ons. This session is an opportunity for newer
people to meet some of the leaders and mentors within the congrega on, to discuss how one might
become more ac ve and engaged!
We will also oﬀer Sessions 2 & 3 at a date and me other than Monday night for those who can’t a end
then; please contact Rev. Mar n Woulfe at minister@aluuc.org or 217‐585‐9550 for details.
All sessions are at the church building.
Please join our commi ee and let us know about the best ideas and date preferences ‐ we're always
looking for fresh perspec ves. For more informa on about mee ngs and agendas, please contact commi ee
chairs Carol Kneedler and Dianne Roberts at membership@aluuc.org
For more informa on about Pathways to Membership, please contact either the Membership Coordinator,
Tracy Zieber at welcome@aluuc.org or Rev. Mar n Woulfe at minister@aluuc.org
Tracy Zieber, Membership Coordinator welcome@aluuc.org
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Sunday Morning Services
10:30 am

February 3, 2019
When the Stars Shine Above, Rev. Mar n Woulfe
On a clear night you can see forever… probing the night sky, observing the stars. Planets, shoo ng stars, and of
course the moon. How has the “starlit sky” above inﬂuenced religion, past and present – and what happens
when the celes al heavens are obscured by light pollu on?
Change for Change, Sung Milestones, Birthday Song
February 10, 2019
Mr. Lincoln and Rev. Parker: Two Radicals in Faith, Rev. Mar n Woulfe
President Lincoln was a deeply religious person – and he himself once remarked that his adult faith was
informed by the radical Unitarian faith of the Rev. Theodore Parker. How did this happen? How might this
deepen our apprecia on of the 16th President?
Tradi onal Milestones
February 17, 2019
Gandhi and Non‐Violence, Rev. Mar n Woulfe
The face of Mohandas Gandhi is said to be the one of the most recognizable of any person. But what exactly
were his teachings, and how did they inﬂuence Mar n Luther King, Jr. … and the UU Movement? Are those
principles s ll relevant today?
February 24, 2019
I See You, George Grimm‐Howell, UU Seminarian
The African Sawubona gree ng proclaims “I see you.” What can we learn from a spiritual prac ce of learning
to truly see each other, and how can we aﬃrm our commitment to seeing people of color, in par cular?
Pathways to Membership A er Service
March 3, 2019
The Faith We Sing, Rev. Jason Shelton
Music gives voice to our deepest longings and shapes our understanding of the deepest truths. Unitarian
Universalism is experiencing an explosion of new music for our congrega ons and choirs, which says
something about our health and vitality as a faith movement. We'll explore music's role in shaping and
transforming our communi es with Rev. Jason Shelton, one of our leading composers and musicians.
Change for Change, Sung Milestones

MINISTER’S OFFICE HOURS
Monday ‐ Oﬀ
Tuesday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 3 pm
Wednesday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 2 pm
Thursday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 3 pm
Friday ‐ 10:30 ‐ 3 pm
Saturday ‐ Sermon Prepara on Day
Sunday ‐ Available a er coﬀee hour
Please call to schedule an appointment during evening hours.

Page 4

From Your Director of Religious Education
February may be a short month, but your Religious Educa on program has quite a bit in store for the
youth. The table below summarizes what we have planned this month for your students’ lessons:
Date

Pre K - 8th

SYG

2/3

My feelings belong to me; self‐awareness and
valida on lessons

Implicit Bias Lesson

2/10

Valen ne’s Day Cra s

Valen ne’s Lesson ‐ Cra Ac vity

2/17

Social Jus ce Ac vity ‐ SYG led Implicit Bias Lesson

2/24

Making requests and having our needs met
lessons

Begin book study of The Hate We Give

We’d like to thank the parents/guardians who have been so helpful to us in January,
making sure their students don’t run back to the RE rooms as teachers are preparing
their lessons for the day. It really helps to have a few extra minutes to make sure the
lesson is the best it can be. Thank you, as well, for supervising your youngsters a er
service is out. It makes the teachers’ jobs easier as they’re ge ng the rooms cleaned up
for the wide array of mee ngs that happen a er service.
We’d also like to thank Dianne Roberts, who will be working with the ﬁrst and second grade students for
the remainder of this liturgical year. We’ve been rearranging volunteers to maximize the beneﬁts of RE for all
our youth, and her kind assistance allowed us to shi Chris na Raison and Tabitha Bernhardt to the Senior
Youth Group as Brie Urbanic stepped back in January. Thanks to Brie for all her work with SYG, as well. She
helped make the transi on to new leadership quite seamless.
Along with the new leadership, SYG will be mee ng during regular RE me, rather than a er service. The
basic template for SYG will be opening the room at 10:15 for Coﬀee House and chat, then beginning the
lesson/ac vity at 10:45 (or when youth are released from service), and ending at 11:30 (or end of service).
We’ll be pilo ng a new op on for SYG in late January through February that will Zoom (interac ve mee ng
app) the service to the SYG room as well as to SYGers who cannot a end ALUUC that day. The app will allow
SYG members with an invita on to virtually a end service in either the SYG room or from home. So, if you see
my phone a ached to a tripod in service, it’s supposed to be there! There is NO recording made of the
service via this app, and we will only send the por on of service a er the students are released to RE.
Normally, I would have included January pictures, but I have nothing to oﬀer except snow, snow, and more
snow! So, I’ll close with the observa on that some of us, if we’re like Carl Reiner, may believe that “snow is an
unnecessary freezing of water.” If that’s you, I hope February is more to your liking. Others of us may think, as
does Carol Ri a Brunt, that “There's just something beau ful about walking in snow that nobody else has
walked on. It makes you believe you're special.” If that’s you, I hope you enjoyed January! In either case, stay
warm, stay safe, and stay well.
Thanks, Pat Woods, Director of Religious Educa on, dre@aluuc.org
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Eco Camp 2019 News
The prepara on for Eco Camp 2019 is beginning! We will have our ﬁrst
planning mee ng on Monday, February 4th at 6:30pm at ALUUC.
All are welcome to a end! If you have any ques ons, please contact
ecocamp@aluuc.org.
Read more about Eco Camp at www.aluuc.org/eco‐camp
*Mark Your Calendars: Eco Camp 2019 will be July 22‐26, 2019.

GSIA Greater Springﬁeld Interfaith Association Meetings
February 5, 2019 at 11:45 am - 1:30 pm
Members and friends of ALUUC are invited to a end the monthly mee ngs of
the Greater Springﬁeld Interfaith Associa on, which typically mee ngs on the
ﬁrst Tuesday of each month. The next mee ng will be held at ALUUC on
February 5. GSIA's new president, Rev. Mar n Woulfe, will be on hand to greet
you. The topic for February is how our faith communi es should respond in the
a ermath of a school shoo ng or other community crisis.
GSIA meets from 11:45 ‐ 1:30 pm. The ﬁrst part of each mee ng consists of
lunch (par cipants bring their own, but the host o en provides light snacks &
beverages), followed by a presenta on or discussion.

Milestones
The Program Commi ee is pleased to share that Milestones will be included
during the following worship services during January.
February 3 ‐ Sung Milestones
February 10 ‐ Tradi onal Milestones

Our Emergency Closure Policy
www.aluuc.org/emergency‐closures
On very rare occasions, church services (and other events scheduled that day) may be cancelled due to poor
weather condi ons. On a Sunday, the decision will be made before 8:00am that morning. If a Sunday Service is
cancelled, we will try to no fy the congrega on in several ways, including:
● Pos ng a message on our Website and Social Media.
● Emailing church members and friends.
● Encouraging “word of mouth” communica ons.
● Contac ng by phone those members and friends who are without digital communica ons.
● If possible, pu ng a note on the door.
● If possible, through tradi onal media (newspaper, radio, etc.)
Unforeseen situa ons may prevent these methods of communica on, in which case we will use whatever
means we can to no fy congregants of the closure. For ALUUC events other than Sunday Services,
cancella ons will be determined by event leader. It is the responsibility of the event leader to communicate
the cancella on with the par cipants.
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Green Sanctuary Report for February 2019 By Bob Croteau
These last couple of months the Green Sanctuary team has been hard at work tending the ALUUC Prairie
for its winter nap. In December the prairie was burned, and mowed where needed, thus returning nutrients to
the soil for the next season’s emergence. The 12 prairie plant iden ﬁca on signs were removed from their
posts so they wouldn’t burn up with the ﬁre and stored in the garage for next spring’s arrival when they will be
reinstalled. Brian Hidden of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Jan, who took the herbicide training earlier
in the day with Virginia, joined in to help Virginia, Stu, Jim Curran, Jim Custer, Dave, Tony, Becky and Bob.

The Purple Mar n house was returned to its righ ul place and the team took a group photo. To quench
the thirst that developed, they then found a new place to celebrate their hard work in Motorheads at Toronto
and I55. See what you missed!
In January, Becky and Virginia were able to spread new prairie seeds with the help of Dave’s spreader just
in me before the heavy snow hit, which is perfect for se ng them up for germina on, hiding them from
birds and other cri ers and providing valuable moisture.

COFFEE HOUR

FLOWERS

Join us every Sunday
morning a er service
for coﬀee and
conversa on!

Feb 3 ‐ Deborah Cavanaugh‐Grant
Feb 10 ‐ available
Feb 17 ‐ available
Feb 24 ‐ The Vining Family

If you are interested in helping out with Coﬀee
Hour on Sunday, go to aluuc.org/kitchen to sign up
or contact email@aluuc.org.

As always your tax‐deduc ble
$25 dona on is payable the
week before the Sunday
requested. Thank you!
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Please join our choir with Rev. Jason Shelton
On March 2nd and 3rd, ALUUC will have an extraordinary opportunity by hos ng
Reverend Jason Shelton. He is a UU minister and worship leader, social ac on leader,
award‐winning composer, arranger, song leader, workshop leader, and coach for
musicians and clergy. You will ﬁnd several of his songs and arrangements in our teal
hymnal, “Singing the Journey,” i.e. Answering the Call of Love (formerly Standing on
the Side of Love), Fire of Commitment, the arrangement of Blue, Boat Home, and
others. To learn more about him see h ps://jasonsheltonmusic.com
He will be coming to present a choir workshop/retreat on Saturday the 2nd, with a service on Sunday the 3rd.
PLEASE JOIN our choir and be a part of the vibrant music! Surrounding congrega ons have been invited to
a end, but we do not yet know how many will come. The goal is to have at least 30 par cipants on Saturday for
the choir workshop/retreat. It will be held at ALUUC from 10 ‐ 3, and lunch will be provided.
Requested par cipa on dona on is only $15. Completed forms with dona ons may be mailed to the oﬃce, or
put in the slo ed box in the foyer. Envelopes are provided.
Below is the registra on form for the workshop/retreat, and THEY ARE DUE BY FEBRUARY 15. Checks should be
made out to ALUUC with the words “choir workshop” on the memo line. Forms can also be found on the table
outside the sanctuary doors, and on our website aluuc.org. For further ques ons, please contact Kathy Schultz
at choir@aluuc.org.

Participant Registration Form for Choir Retreat With Rev. Jason Shelton
_____ YES! Please reserve _____ place(s) at the choir retreat. I am enclosing
$15 per person for lunch and ac vi es, as a dona on. My contact informa on is:
Email ___________________________ and Phone _______________________
Signature __________________________ Printed _______________________

Home Hospitality Need on March 2nd - 3rd
We are expec ng members of surrounding UU congrega ons to a end the choir workshop at ALUUC on
March 2, and then stay for the service on March 3. These par cipants may be coming from Champaign‐
Urbana, Peoria, Bloomington IL or even Bloomington IN. They will probably need a place to stay overnight
on March 2. Though they could pay for a hotel room, it would be good to have a list of people willing to
open their home and host these par cipants.
If you have a guest room(s) and would like to host outer UU congregant(s) a ending the choir retreat and
Sunday service, please contact Kathy Schultz. You will be connected to someone needing your hospitality.
If you have friends a ending other UU churches in the region, feel free to encourage them to come to the
choir retreat and service‐‐have them stay at your home. Thank you for your help!
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ALUUC Social Justice Committee (SJC) Update
Sunday Service SJ Moment lets you know what you can do to promote social jus ce.
SJC An ‐racism Sub‐Commi ee
We met with SDART (Springﬁeld Dominican An ‐racism Team) Saturday, January 26th at Sacred Heart
Convent. The Dominican Sisters have been doing this work in their own community for over 10 years. In our
very splintered country, we need to learn where we are, why we are there and the impact that has on not
only those around us, but also on ourselves. It is not too late to get involved. We regularly meet at 12 noon, on
the second Sunday, ALUUC.
Next mee ng February 10th. Please contact Nancy Derrig.
ALUUC Vote Your Values
How things are in this country is largely the result of vo ng and not vo ng. Pease join us (in your ALUUC T‐
shirt) at these forums. Please contact Nancy Derrig.
*City Council Public Forums, South Side Chris an Church, 2600 S MacArthur Blvd, Sponsored by
Springﬁeld Inner City Older Neighborhoods PAC and MacArthur Boulevard Associa on.



Wards 1‐5 – Wednesday, February 6, 6pm…
Wards 6‐10 – Thursday, February 7, 6pm…

* Mayoral Candidates Public Forum ‐ Monday, February 25, 2019, 6:00 ‐ 7:30 p.m., Carnegie Rooms, Lincoln
Library, 326 S. 7th Street. Hosted by Faith Coali on for the Common Good and co‐sponsored by The
League of Women Voters, AAUW‐Springﬁeld Illinois Branch, and Ac on Illinois.
Serving Warm Meals on Cold Nights
ALUUC is again serving meals at Helping Hands Winter Warming Center, 1015 E. Madison, Springﬁeld, February
24 & March 24. Contact Michelle Green
Dona ons can be made with a check made out to ALUUC with WWC noted in the memo line.

Change 4 Change ‐ Thank you for your most appreciated and needed generosity.
February: First Presbyterian Church Food Pantry, 321 South Seventh, Springﬁeld, “provides
groceries to our neighbors in need and no referral is required.” SJC chose this pantry now
due to the increased ﬁnancial strain on federal employees and immigrants in our
community. The Pantry is stocked with non‐perishable food dona ons and other items
purchased with donated funds. h ps://www.lincolnschurch.org/makeadiﬀerence
Please make checks to ALUUC with First Pres. Food Pantry noted in the memo line.
(Thanks Tracy Zieber)

C-4-C

January: You contributed $376.71 for ALUUC members to a end CROSSROADS TRAINING. “The Mission of
Crossroads An racism Organizing and Training is to dismantle systemic racism and build an racist
mul cultural diversity within ins tu ons and communi es implemented primarily by training ins tu onal
transforma on teams.” Checks are s ll welcome made out to ALUUC with Crossroads noted in the memo line.
For more informa on visit their website at h p://crossroadsan racism.org/mission .
Continued on page 9
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Save the Date for Social Jus ce Ac ons and Mee ngs
 Saturday, March 16, 6:30‐9:00pm: Help Needed: A Mental Health Crisis in the Criminal Jus ce System

presented by the UU Prison Ministry of Illinois. Evanston UU Church
 Tuesday, March 26: Springﬁeld Advocacy Day for racial and economic issues.
 Friday, April 5, 1:00‐5:00pm: UUANI Statewide Jus ce Gathering Alton
 Thursday, May 9: Environmental Advocacy Day in Springﬁeld.
(Thanks to Debby Hagan & UUANI)
SJC Regular Mee ngs
We usually meet the 3rd Sunday, 12 noon in the Berkley Moore room (was Barton
Room). Next mee ng February 17th. All are welcome; we need You and welcome your
concerns and ideas. Be the change you want to see.
Nancy Derrig and Meg Evans, SJC Co‐chairs

LOCAL CONTACTS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVITIES
UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)
A great site for local social jus ce ac vi es in Illinois. Our connec on to this group is Deb Hagan.
For more informa on and/or Email alerts: www.uuani.org or www.facebook.com/UUANI.
Faith Coali on for the Common Good (FCCG)
This local associa on of over 25 churches (including ALUUC), faith‐based organiza ons
and labor unions provides opportuni es to work on SJC focuses of An racism,
Immigra on and Homelessness with people of diﬀerent faith tradi ons through 4 task
forces: Educa on, Jobs and Economic Equity, Civic Engagement & Policy Involvement, and
CUJO (Ci zens United for Jus ce & Order). ALUUC members are on these task forces
and would love to have you join them. Please contact the FCCG oﬃce at
www.faithcoali on‐il.org or Shelley Heideman at 544‐2297. h p://faithcoali on‐il.org/
what‐we‐do/ There is strength in numbers and diversity folks. (Thanks Stu for this
informa on)
Moms Demand Ac on For Gun Sense in Illinois
Since our incep on a er the Sandy Hook Elementary mass shoo ng, Moms Demand
Ac on has mobilized mothers across the country to become the largest grassroots movement working to
reduce gun violence. Moms Demand Ac on is a program of Everytown for Gun Safety, the largest gun violence
preven on advocacy organiza on in the country, with more than 1.5 million grassroots
supporters. For more informa on on joining, volunteering, ﬁnding a local chapter, or
dona ng, please go to momsdemandac on.org. We can be found on Facebook at
h ps://www.facebook.com/MomsDemandAc on and on Twi er at @momsdemand.
Ac on Illinois
This local, grassroots group was created to: build a be er future for our kids &
grandkids; spread posi ve change in a world of injus ce & inequality; move forward with heads high & get our
voices heard; & rage onward for what is right. For more informa on and/or ac on alerts: h ps://
www.facebook.com/Ac onIllinois1.
Continued on page 10
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Community Opportuni es for Helping Homelessness
St. John’s Breadline 430 N. 5th St., Springﬁeld, IL 62702, (217) 528‐6098)
Volunteer to serve meals weekdays 7:30‐10:00 am or 1:30–4:00 pm; 10 am–1:30 pm
weekends & holidays. Groups welcome. h p://cc.dio.org/programs/st‐johns‐
breadline
Contact Vinnie Gupta. He is a regular here.
(Thanks Vinnie)
Helping Hands 1023 E. Washington Springﬁeld, IL 62703, (217) 522‐0048
Arrange to provide a meal: h p://www.helpinghandsofspringﬁeld.org/, click the meal train picture; select
& book a date. Or call 522‐0048 ext 5; Brandy.
(Thanks Delinda Chapman)

ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays) on the
Third Monday of every month. The next mee ng will be held at ALUUC on Monday,
February 18 at 7 pm.
This is a safe and conﬁden al gathering of LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer) people, their families, friends and allies to meet and share.
This PFLAG group is open to all and welcomes your energy! If you have not yet paid
your dues for 2019, please write a check made out to PFLAG of Springﬁeld for $30
per household and send to Rev. Mar n Woulfe
Visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/PFLAGSpringﬁeldIL.
To contact the group by email: pﬂag‐springﬁeldil_1@juno.com.

Save the Date!
12th Annual Defenders of the Innocent Event
The Illinois Innocence Project’s Annual Defenders of the Innocent Event, will be
on Saturday March 30 and will be featuring The Exoneree Band.
Please contact Courtney Reed at creed21@uis.edu for more informa on.

2019 Membership Directories are updated
The Online Membership and Photo Directories have new passwords for 2019. The new
passwords have been emailed out. Contact webmaster@aluuc.org for more informa on.
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FOOD PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED
With the past and threat of another par al government shutdown, the
ﬁnancial safety of federal workers, and the federal block grants that
fund such programs as SNAP and WIC also threatened or withheld,
many individuals and families in our local community are now facing
food insecurity. Please bring IN DATE non‐perishable food items to be
donated to local food pantries. Items such a canned food, pasta, jars of
sauce, canned meats and beans, cereals, and jars of baby food would be
some great addi ons.
Here's a link to The Hunger Site, www.thehungersite.com which has
addi onal informa on and wonderful ideas about some of the things local food pantries need the most.
House hold and toiletry items are always a good idea as well.
For those of you with families and young children, and those of you young at heart ‐ get crea ve! Try to
ﬁnd at least one donatable good beginning with the ﬁrst le er of each family member's name. Or perhaps
spell your whole name if you really appreciate a challenge. Think of your favorite ﬁc onal character, then
try to put together what you think their favorite meal would be and donate the non‐perishable food items
that would be in that meal. So many ways we can all help.
No one deserves hunger. Food safety is an inherent human worth issue. Dona ons will be collected at least
through the months of February and March, and possibly longer, and distributed among local food pantries.
For more informa on please contact Tracy Zieber. Thank you.

2019 Fantasy Auction: “Celebrating a Century of Women’s Voices”
Saturday, March 23, 2019 at ALUUC
6:00 pm - 9:30 pm
Join us as we celebrate the 100 year anniversary of the passage
of the 19th amendment and Women’s History Month with an
evening of live entertainment, food, drinks, silent and live
auc ons, and a raﬄe!
For more informa on on dona ons and ckets, go to
www.aluuc.org/2019auc on
We need volunteers! We need people for everything, from
bringing hors d'oeuvres, working the bar, to helping with setup,
cleanup and checkout. If you would like to volunteer, please
contact Co‐Chairs Anna Sabin or Marissa DeWeese at
auc on@aluuc.org.
Our next planning mee ng is scheduled for Sunday, February 10, 2019, a er the Sunday Service ‐ all are
welcome to a end!
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Committees and Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults
A COURSE IN MIRACLES RE CLASS
“A Course In Miracles is a self study system of spiritual awakening that teaches the
way to inner peace and awakening through the power of love and forgiveness.”
Alan Cohen
We meet each Tuesday at 6 pm to read and discuss A Course In Miracles. Most
weeks, we meet in the Berkley Room but some mes in Fuller.
Ques ons? Please email acim@aluuc.org.

HUMANIST GROUP
Has the cold weather put you in the mood for enlightened discussion? Then join
the ALUUC Humanist Group at 7 PM on Monday, February 25, at ALUUC as we
discuss the book The Common Good, facilitated by Frank Kopecky. “Americans
have go en into the habit of looking out for number one at an overall cost to
economic and poli cal well‐being, argues professor and former labor secretary
Robert B. Reich in this disquie ng medita on. He believes Americans have lost their sense
of connectedness, to one another and to larger ideals, leading to poli cal self‐destruc on
in the form of the Trump administra on. As to the ques on of how this all happened,
Reich sees Americans as having fallen prey to a whatever‐it‐takes mentality—whether
applied to winning elec ons, maximizing proﬁts, or rigging the economy. As a remedy, Reich urges a return to
the historical ideal of a shared, common good.” ~ Publishers Weekly
Ques ons? Please contact Sarah Iaiennaro at humanistgroup@aluuc.org.

NEWS GROUP
The News Group will meet 7:00 pm Thursday, February 14 in the Channing room at the
church.
We a empt to end a er two hours of discussion. All are welcome to a end. For
further informa on contact Kurt DeWeese, or Frank Kopecky, or
email newsgroup@aluuc.org.

All groups must reserve their mee ng space in advance for mee ngs and/or events through Oﬃce Manager
Cheryl Wycoﬀ at oﬃce@aluuc.org.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults (Continued)
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
The ALUUC Book Group will meet on Tuesday, February 26 at 7 PM in the
Channing Room.
Lincoln in the Bardo by George Saunders will be discussed. It’s February, we
have to relate to our Hometown Hero.
Our March selec on is: Behind the Walls by our own Elaine Orr. She will have
her book available for purchase during the next month. Elaine will join us for
our discussion and Elaine’s insights.
The April selec on is: Fantasyland, How America Went Haywire by Kurt Anderson.
The May selec on is: A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole.
We welcome anyone to join us whether you have read the book selec on or not.
For ques ons, email Penny Wollan‐Kriel at bookgroup@aluuc.org

COVENANT GROUPS
Covenant Groups start a new season of sharing beginning February 2019
ALUUC Covenant Groups signed up over 10 new members during January
that will begin par cipa ng in their groups this month. Since covenant groups
began at ALUUC, we have seen that they have the power to build sustained
rela onships between members and friends within the congrega on and to
deepen commitment to UU values. We an cipate that, as in the Peoria
congrega on, these groups will also change the environment of the church to be
more loving: people listening be er and an increase in honoring everyone’s me
to share. Par cipa on in covenant groups can also serve as a path to leadership
development within the congrega on.
Par cipa on is par cularly important
Covenant groups depend on regular sharing by all members, and it's important for each member to make a
commitment to a end faithfully. We have found that those who were not able to a end a mee ng are
surprised how much they have missed hearing the perspec ve of those who are members of the group.
Par cipants commit to meet regularly: twice a month star ng in for about two hours each mee ng. For each
group, members will decide on their covenant and whether to con nue mee ng throughout the spring.
The spring groups will run through the end of May; most will either not meet or meet a few mes socially
during summer. The groups will start again in fall, when new members will have an opportunity to join exis ng
or new groups. To learn more, visit h p://www.aluuc.org/aluuc‐covenant‐groups, contact Stu Jacobson, or
email covenantgroups@aluuc.org.
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Fellowship Events
Founders Day Mexican Train Tournament
Friday, February 8
Doors open at 6:00pm, Tournament starts at 7:00pm!
It’s that me of the year where we celebrate the founding of the ALUUC with an
evening of Mexican Train Dominoes. Come on out for a night of fun and fellowship!
There will be prizes for the top 4 players, but only one shall be victorious and take home the Traveling Trophy!
ALUUC will provide pizza and lemonade, so feel free to bring addi onal food/drinks.
Never played before?
 Come early for a training/prac ce round. Doors open at 6:00pm!
 The rules of play are available on the table in the foyer and for download at www.aluuc.org/domino.
The tournament oﬃcially starts precisely at 7 pm, so if you plan to compete, please arrive on me so we can
assign players to tables fairly. The schedule will be as follows:
6 pm — Social Hour and Prac ce Hour
A good me to a prac ce game in and a great me for beginning players to learn the game!
7 pm — The Tournament Begins!
There will be 4 rounds, with a break between the 2nd and 3rd rounds. Players will be randomly assigned
to tables at the beginning of Rounds 1 & 3.
A er the 4 rounds, the top players will play 2 rounds for the Championship.
Hope to see you there!

Movie Night - A Private War
Sunday, February 17th, at 5pm
"One of the most celebrated war correspondents of our me, Marie Colvin (played by
Rosamund Pike) is an u erly fearless and rebellious spirit, driven to the frontline of
conﬂicts across the globe to give voice to the voiceless."
110 minutes. Rated R. Popcorn will be provided, along with sub tles for those who are
hard of hearing.

At the Movies - Captain Marvel
In March, a group will be going to see "Captain Marvel" in theaters on opening weekend
(March 8‐10).
If you are interested in joining this group please contact Marissa DeWeese
(email@aluuc.org) NO LATER THAN Saturday, March 2nd.
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Labyrinth Walk
Friday February 15, 7 - 9 PM
Looking for a quiet yet invigora ng spiritual exercise?
This method is a unique, ancient pathway to greater spirituality that
incorporates body and consciousness. Each walk starts at 7 pm.
There will also be an opportunity to receive a Oneness Blessing before and a er you walk; those who wish
to stay a er the walk may join in an informal Vespers service‐UU Communion held in Rev. Woulfe’s oﬃce.

Photos from the MLK Breakfast on January 21, 2019

Rev. Martin Woulfe and ALUUC Members at the Annual Martin Luther King Breakfast hosted by Frontiers International

Jessica Ryg

Becky & Bob Croteau

Virginia Forrer
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February 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
9:30 am Zen
Meditation
11:30 am Moms
Demand Action
Mtg

3 Sunday Service
Change for Change
Sung Milestones
9:15 Choir
Rehearsal
12 pm Covenant
Group

4
7 pm Covenant
Group

*11:45 GSIA
Meeting

6
10 am IAG
Cooking Class

7

13

14

6 pm
A Course
in Miracles

6:30 pm Eco
Camp Mtg

8
6 pm Founders
Day Mexican
Train
6:30 pm
Tournament
Meditation
Group

9
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

7 pm Covenant
Groups

12 pm Service
Leader Training
10
Sunday Service
Sung Milestones

5

11

12
Lincoln’s Birthday
6 pm Board
Mtg.

9:15 Choir
Rehearsal
12 pm Fantasy
Auction mtg

6:30 pm 7 pm Labyrinth
Meditation Walk
Group

10 am IAG
Cooking Class

6 pm
A Course
in Miracles

15

16
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

7 pm News
Group

1 pm Private Rental
17 Sunday Service 18
9:15 Choir
Rehearsal

19

10 am IAG
6 pm Cooking Class
A Course
in Miracles

7 pm PFLAG
Meeting

12 pm RE Comm
7 pm Covenant
mtg
12 pm Social Group
Justice Mtg

20

7 pm Covenant
Groups

22

21

6:30 pm 5 pm Ball-Charter
Meditation Group PTO Trivia Night
Rental
6:30 pm
Membership
Meeting

23
9:30 am Zen
Meditation
5 pm Phoenix
Center Trivia
Night Rental

12 pm Covenant
Group
12 pm Green
Sanctuary Mtg
24
Sunday Service
12 pm Pathways to
Membership

25
7 pm Pathways to
Membership

9:15 Choir
Rehearsal

7 pm Humanist
Group

*6:30 Winter
Warming Center

27

26
6 pm
A Course
in Miracles
7 pm
Book Group

1

28
6:30 pm
Meditation
Group
7 pm Covenant
Group

* indicates event takes place off-site.
Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.

2
10 am Choir
Retreat
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Contact Information

Minister:

Rev. Martin Woulfe

minister@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Brenda Elam
Pat Woods
Tracy Zieber
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
dre@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Director RE
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

745 Woodside Road

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Kim Villanueva
Debby Hagan
Dianne Roberts
Alison Stachera
Bob Croteau
Bonnie Ettinger
Larry Muir
Lara Quivey
Dennis Rumme
Marsh Wijetunge

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

Jodi Perko
Gwen Childs
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Elaine
Gambiani
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt
DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
TBD
Stu Jacobson
Kurt DeWeese
Jim Curran
Debby Hagan
Carol Kneedler & Dianne
Roberts
Jodi Perko & Delinda
Chapman
Dianne Roberts
Elaine Orr
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Nancy Derrig & Meg
Evans
Meg Evans & Tracy Zieber

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
-Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
- Covenant Groups
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)
Social Justice
- Welcoming Congregations

Springfield, IL
62711

(217) 585-9550

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

ALUUC

webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
covenantgroups@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctuary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
membership@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
re@aluuc.org
socialjustice@aluuc.org
wcc@aluuc.org

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 65 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
745 Woodside Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711
217-585-9550

