ALUUC Focus

ALUUC is a Welcoming Congregation

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a religious community of individuals coming
together for spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical traditions of every
person and honor their cultural traditions, ages, abilities, economic status, race, sexual orientation, and gender
identity, as well as their theologies, philosophies and political persuasions. We are formally recognized as a
“Welcoming Congregation” by our national UU Association affirming and promoting the full participation of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender persons, and those individuals who self-identify their gender, in the life of
the congregation and the community.

Special points of
interest:

February 2018

Sanctuary Receives
Efficiency Upgrade

From Your ALUUC Minister:
In January, the world’s media reported that the President had made
horrible comments about the nations of Africa and elsewhere,
including Haiti. At the time, I happened to be in Madrid. To me,
this was as much an affront spiritually as it was political.
Subsequent to that report, various people confided that they no
longer felt safe vacationing in the USA. Only a few years ago, these
same people had been enthusiastic supporters about the nation of
which I am a citizen. No more, at least for the foreseeable future.
These conversations called to mind recent reports that the number of
foreign exchange students enrolled in US institutions of higher
learning has plummeted during the past year. (I expect that the reaction has been
similar in our nation’s high schools.) Meanwhile, Spain jumped ahead of the US in
2017 in terms of tourists for the very first time. Simple cause and effect at work, it
would seem.
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As I absorbed all this, my thoughts turned to two 19th century Unitarians - firstly,
Abraham Lincoln and then to Walt Whitman. Lincoln was a friend of the immigrants
of his era – for example, he sponsored a German language newspaper in St. Louis. His
enthusiasm was infectious to his generation - and perhaps no one caught the spirit as
thoroughly as Walt Whitman.

Whitman was the quintessential voice of the American ideal - during a time when
America was emerging as the leading Western Democracy. Many of his poems are
infused with optimism as well as gratitude; his poetry incarnated equality between men
and women, between native-born and foreign born. Truly, he affirmed the “inherent
sense of worth and dignity for all people,” regardless of race, religion, or ethnicity. I
vaguely recalled one such poem and quickly located it on the internet. I promptly
created a simple meme and posted it on social media - it featured a photograph of
Whitman and the poem "You, Whoever You Are.” Almost immediately, this meme
began to receive multiple likes, and assumed a virtual life of its own, well beyond the
immediate circle of “my friends.” I was astonished to see it go “viral” (perhaps not of
the same magnitude of a post by George Takei, but more popular than anything I had
ever posted before!) as of today, this Whitman post has received 467 reactions and 452
shares – many by people whom I’ve never met, nor are likely to meet.
Here is the poem, which in my estimation which sings across the centuries and still
captures the spiritual essence of America (and Unitarian Universalism):

Continued on page 2
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You, whoever you are!...
All you continentals of Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, indifferent of place!
All you on the numberless islands of the archipelagoes of the sea!
All you of centuries hence when you listen to me!
All you each and everywhere whom I specify not, but include just the same!
Health to you! good will to you all, from me and America sent!
Each of us is inevitable,
Each of us is limitless—each of us with his or her right upon the earth,
Each of us allow'd the eternal purports of the earth,
Each of us here as divinely as any is here.
Sincerely, Martin Woulfe, minister@aluuc.org

From Your Director of Religious Education
Religious Education (RE) began January with the study of
Confucianism. The students in junior high learned about the Five
Main Virtues underpinning Confucian Beliefs: humaneness,
justice, ritual propriety, knowledge, and integrity, while upper
elementary (4-6) explored the meaning of filial piety and
discussed how that philosophy would compare with UU
teachings. First through third graders found out that Confucius
said, "Do not do to others what you do not want done to yourself", along with many
other insightful maxims (and they even learned what maxims are), and our pre K/K
students enjoyed Ilene Cooper's The Golden Rule. There's a wonderful reading of it at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HADIgbrSW5s, should you be interested. They also learned about
Chinese art forms and created some themselves. From traditional water colors to dragon masks,
students unleashed their creative powers.
Through February, we'll be
studying Christianity, and Tyler
Gallion, a youth leader from the
First Baptist Church of
Petersburg, came to visit in
January, sharing his musical gifts
and giving our students a
background in Christianity. He
told the story of Jesus' death and
rising with the assistance of a box of plastic eggs, each with a different symbol
inside that represented part of the resurrection story. The students enjoyed the
mystery of the eggs, especially the last one, which had nothing inside,
representing the empty tomb. Tyler also played two songs for the students,
accompanying himself on guitar. We very much enjoyed having Tyler visit, and we'll be looking
forward to a visit from Dr. David Bertaina, from UIS, when we study medieval Christianity.
Thanks, Pat Marshall, Director of Religious Education, dre@aluuc.org
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Sunday Morning Services
10:30 am
February 4, 2018
Compassionate Action for a Strange Age
Rev. Valerie Mapstone Ackerman
When it feels like the world is tumbling down round us, how do we practice compassion & loving
kindness without feeling overwhelmed by all there is to do? The Rev. Valerie M. Ackerman is a
(recently) retired UU minister who was a fellow student with Martin Woulfe in seminary; she has served
various communities, with an emphasis in preaching and Social Justice.
“Change for Change” Sunday collection.
February 11, 2018
ALUUC 65th Celebration – A Celebration of Liberal Religion on the Prairie
Rev. Martin Woulfe
Abraham Lincoln departed from Springfield on February 11, 1861, leaving behind many legacies,
including a deep respect for liberal religion; a century later, a handful of local Unitarians organized a
fellowship and dedicated it to his memory. What has been the vision? What have we achieved in sixtyfive years, and what might the future promise?
Sung Milestones
February 18, 2018
Black Pioneers in a White Denomination
Rev. Martin Woulfe
What has been the history of African Americans in this denomination? Why did racial diversity
increase during the Civil Rights Movement and why did it sharply drop off at the end of the 1960’s?
How has increasing racial diversity within our movement become a priority and what might the future
hold?
Traditional Milestones during the service, Pot Luck and “Pathways to Membership” after service.
February 25, 2018
Spiritual Lessons of the #MeToo
Rev. Martin Woulfe
The #MeToo Movement is profoundly transforming our society’s conversations and consciousness;
what impact is it having on our spirituality?
March 4, 2018
Morality 101: What Makes Something Moral?
Rev. Martin Woulfe

What makes something a sin? What makes something moral v. ethical? What constructs do we create –
and are these immutable or situational?
Change for Change
Looking ahead:
March 11 – Further Thoughts on God - Beyond Anthropocentricism
March 18 – Mary Ryan - "Belonging and Individuation"
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Membership Committee Update
February is a big month for ALUUC -- happy 65th anniversary to us!
What better way to celebrate our amazing milestone than with a rousing game of Mexican Train! We're
hoping all of ALUUC's members and friends will come join us for our annual anniversary tournament
on February 9. For more information about our annual tourney, and to download game play
instructions, please visit our website: http://www.aluuc.org/event/feb-9-2018-founders-day-mexicantrain-tournament-aluuc And then come join us for a fun-filled night of food, games, and maybe you'll
even be the one to take home our coveted First Place Mexican Train Trophy.
From the silly to the serious, this February will also see the congregation hosting the first in a series of
Social Justice Workshops. On February 11th, from 12 pm until 2 pm, we will host Defining Success in
Our Work For Social Justice, with UU Minister Scott Aaseng. Additional workshops will take place in
March, April, and May. Please contact the Social Justice Chair at SocialJustice@aluuc.org for more
information.
If you have been thinking about becoming a member of ALUUC, February is the perfect time to join
us; we will have another Pathways to Membership on Sunday, February 18, and Monday, February 19.
Sunday, February 18 will also be a Potluck Sunday, so the Membership Committee will ask our newest
members to gather with the Membership Coordinator, and some of ALUUC's established members, to
share a wonderful meal. And you don't want to miss the tour of the building and grounds afterwards -there's always something new to learn.
In the spirit of learning, the Membership Committee conducted another Hospitality Assessment with
some of our newest members during our January meeting. It was educational and refreshing to sit with
those who are new to UU, or new to ALUUC in particular, and discover their particular perspectives
about Unitarian Universalist hospitality. The Membership Committee is grateful for their time and
honest input.
The next Membership Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 15, at 6 pm, at
ALUUC. For more information please contact membership@aluuc.org

For more information about the upcoming Pathways to Membership classes or Potluck Sunday, please
contact Rev. Martin Woulfe at minister@aluuc.org or the Membership Coordinator at
welcome@aluuc.org
Tracy Zieber, Membership Coordinator welcome@aluuc.org

Milestones
The Program Committee is pleased to
share that Milestones will be included
during the following worship services
during February.
February 11 - Sung Milestones
February 18 - Traditional Milestones

Flowers
February 4 — available
February 11 — Penny Wollan-Kriel
February 18 — available
February 25 — available
As always your tax-deductible $20 donation is payable
the week before the Sunday requested. Thank you!
Vi Lanum, Flower Committee, flower@aluuc.org
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ALUUC February 2018 Green Sanctuary Report
By Bob Croteau

New Solar Garage is Fully Operational
With a full day of sunshine on an early cold and sunny day in January, the newly installed solar panel
fully charged the batteries that were carrying the loads for a month awaiting their solar panel partner
to join them. Now fully charged, the batteries should be able to run any loads that come to them for
even a few of weeks of cloudy weather. Here it shines two of its four corner motion activated flood
lights that wash the walls for security and light for member activities.

UU Sanctuary Receives Needed Efficiency Upgrade
The UU Men donned their work clothes and made their way into the Sanctuary attic to seal up the
lighting boxes that have been leaking valuable heated air in the winter and to exclude hot attic air
from entering in the summer. The open top boxes were built to relieve the heat buildup from the
original fixture designed to accommodate 500 watt reflector lamps. Since they now have been fitted
with 36 watt LED lamps with minimal heat buildup, the boxes could be closed up to eliminate all the
conditioned air leakage year round, saving significant energy costs to the Congregation. Thanks to
Phil Anderson, Jim Custer, Larry Muir and Jack Kriel. Below you can see the short stairs constructed
above the office ceiling, the insulated and sealed light box cover and the tight work spaces to get
around trusses and ducting.
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Senior Youth Group Update
The Senior Youth Group of the Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Springfield would like to announce they are collecting
books for the Belize Book Drive from January 28 to February 25. Dave
Cox, a professor at LLCC, works with the Belize National Youth Chess
Foundation, which does teach disadvantaged youth in Belize to play chess,
but has a long range goal of encouraging their campers to learn to read,
stay in school, and finish their educations. They host children from all
over Belize for a week at the lodge for the camps.
During the course of the camp, the kids are provided fun
children's books to read and then they do a book report and present it to the
rest of the camp. Winners of the different games are also given books to take home to share with their
friends and families.
Since the BNYCF began, Dave has been collecting books and taking them down to Belize. Every year
when he takes a group of students to Belize, they transport hundreds of books with them. At this point,
thousands of kids have gone through the program and been encouraged to stay in school.
They are asking folks to donate gently used children's books that they enjoyed reading. Captain
Underpants, The Magic Treehouse, and other high interest children's books are the types of books that
the kids in Belize enjoy. All age levels, K through teen, are appropriate and definitely needed. SYG will
have a collection box just outside the sanctuary each Sunday through February.

The Religious Education Committee seeks someone who practices Atheism to speak to
our youth about Atheism on May 6th.
Contact Pat Marshall if you would be willing to serve at dre@alucc.org.

In Memoriam: Rev. Berkley Moore
It is with profound regret that I must share that the Rev. Berkley Moore,
minister emeritus of ALUUC, passed away on January 4, 2018, at the Lewis
Memorial Village in Springfield. Berkley had been transferred there from
Bickford House on Tuesday, January 2. He is survived by two sons, Erik and
James, and his beloved Barbara.
Berkley Moore joined ALUUC (then ALUUF) in 1970 and
was named our Minister Emeritus on April 30, 1995.
A Celebration of Life in Berkley’s honor will be held here on Saturday,
February 10, at 2 pm. A reception will follow.

Coffee Hour—Every Sunday!
Join us every Sunday morning after service for coffee and conversation! If you are interested in
helping out in the Kitchen on a Sunday, click here to sign up or contact email@aluuc.org.
Volunteers can expect to make the coffee and hot water, put snacks on a table and cups on a cart, and
make sure dishes are cleaned and surfaces wiped down.
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Fellowship Events
Founders Day Mexican Train Tournament—Friday, February 9th
Doors open at 6:00pm, Tournament starts at 7:00!
It’s that time of the year where we celebrate the founding of the ALUUC with a rousing evening of
Mexican Train Dominoes. Come on out for a night of fun and fellowship! There will be prizes for the
top 4 players, but only one shall be victorious and take home the Traveling Trophy, currently in the
possession of two-time winner, Royce Hill! ALUUC will provide pizza, tea, and lemonade, so feel free
to bring additional food/drinks.
Never played before?
Come early for a training/practice round. Doors open at 6:00pm!
The rules of play are available on the table outside of the sanctuary and for
download at http://www.aluuc.org/domino. You can also contact Marissa
DeWeese (email@aluuc.org), and she can send you the rules.
The tournament officially starts precisely at 7 pm, so if you plan to compete, please arrive on time
so we can assign players to tables fairly. The schedule will be as follows:
6 pm — Social Hour and Practice Hour
A good time to get some snacking in, and a practice game. Also a good time for beginning players
to learn the game!
7 pm — The Tournament Begins!
There will be 4 rounds, with a break between the 2nd and 3rd rounds. Players will be randomly
assigned to tables at the beginning of Rounds 1 & 3.
After the 4 rounds, the top players will play 2 rounds for the Championship.
Hope to see you there!

Potluck Sunday

Sunday, February 18th, 12pm (after the service)
Our first potluck of 2018! Please bring a dish to share. If you would like to volunteer to help with
setup, please sign up online here or contact email@aluuc.org.
Movie Night - Professor Marston and the Wonder Women
Sunday, February 25, at 5 pm.
"If behind every great man is a great woman, then Harvard psychologist
and inventor Dr. William Moulton Marston (Luke Evans) has the good
fortune of having two -- his wife Elizabeth (Rebecca Hall) and their
mutual lover Olive Byrne (Bella Heathcote). In addition to helping him
perfect the lie detector test, the two women also inspire him to create one
of the greatest female superheroes of all time -- the beloved comic book
character Wonder Woman."
108 minutes. Rated R. Popcorn will be provided, along with subtitles for those who are hard of
hearing.
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ALUUC Social Justice Committee (SJC) Update
Please listen for the Social Justice Moment during the Sunday Service Announcements. It will let you
know what you can do to promote social justice.
Homeless Dinners at Helping Hands Winter Warming Center
A heartfelt thanks to all who donated for these dinners & the volunteers who served them.
We are still seeking actual volunteers for Sunday February 25 & Monday, March 26. A time
commitment of no more than an hour, this is a great chance to meet other ALUUC members. If
you can help, please contact Michelle Green.
● We are also seeking additional donations by the Change for Change collection February 4th.
These dinners are always self-funded; there is no line item in the ALUUC budget to cover them.
Please donate to Change-4-Change on February 4th or sponsor a dinner ($325) if you can.
● We are also still seeking donations of lip balm, hand lotion, hand sanitizer, individual packets of
Kleenex, durable socks, and other small personal items for the homeless citizens who utilize the
Warming Center. The collection box is in the ALUUC hallway.
●

(Thanks to Michelle Green for this information and her co-ordination of this)

ALUUC PRESENTS SOCIAL JUSTICE WORKSHOP & EVENTS - SAVE THE DATES
Many ALUUC members have expressed a desire to become involved in social justice work. To help you
with that, SJC presents UU Minister & UUANI founder Scott Aaseng in 5 events: 3 ALUUC
Workshops, 1 UUANI Central Illinois Gathering & a Sermon. Please try to attend as many of these as
you can. Everyone is welcome.
Help ALUUC create the changes we desire and need.

Time to get “woke” folks.
●

●

●

●

●

Sunday, February 11, Defining Success in our work for Social
Justice, ALUUC Commons, 12-2 pm, everyone invited, light
lunch provided.
Sunday, March 4, Strategies for Pursuing Social Justice in Our
Communities, ALUUC Commons, 12-2 pm, everyone invited,
light lunch provided.
Saturday, April 14, 9am – 4 pm, Central Illinois UU
Congregations Gathering To Focus on Social Justice Issues,
ALUUC, lunch provided.
Sunday, Apr 15, 10:30 Service at ALUUC, Scott Aaseng to
Speak on Social Justice Issues.
Sunday, May 6, Where Does Our Congregation Go from Here,
ALUUC Commons, 12-2 pm, everyone invited, light lunch provided.
(Thanks to Debby Hagan for this information and all her work arranging this)
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Change-4-Change — Thank you for your most appreciated and needed generosity.
February 2018 – ALUUC Homeless Dinners at Helping Hands Winter Warming Center. Each
dinner costs $325 & serves 50 homeless adults. With 2 dinners left, we are short of full funding.
Any contribution or sponsoring a dinner ($325), if you can, would help immensely.
Checks made out to ALUUC with WWC dinners noted in the memo line.
January 2018: We raised $230.28 for Mini O’Beirne Crisis Nursery to help it
provide free emergency, temporary care, 24/7, for at risk children from birth to 6
years of age.
Donations still welcome by check made out to ALUUC with Crisis Nursery
noted in the memo line.

C-4-C

Hats, Scarves and Mitten Collection
A big thank you to all who provided these warm winter items for those who need them most.

LOCAL CENTERS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVITIES
UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois) — A great site for local
social justice activities in Illinois. Our connection to this group is Debby
Hagan. For more information and/or Email alerts: www.uuani.org or
www.facebook.com/UUANI.
Action Illinois — This local, grassroots group was created to: build a
better future for our kids & grandkids; spread positive change in a world
of injustice & inequality; move forward with heads high & get our voices
heard; & rage onward for what is right. For more information and/or
action alerts: www.facebook.com/ActionIllinois1.
Faith Coalition for the Common Good (FCCG) — FCCG is a local association of over 25 churches
(including ALUUC), faith-based organizations and labor unions providing opportunities to work on SJC
focuses of Antiracism, Immigration & Homelessness with people of different faith traditions. Much of
their work is done through 4 task forces: Education, Jobs and Economic Equity, Civic Engagement &
Policy Involvement, and CUJO (Citizens United for Justice &Order). ALUUC members are on these task
forces and would love to have you join them.
Please contact the FCCG office at www.faithcoalition-il.org or Shelley Heideman at 544-2297.
Information on upcoming task force meetings call the office or go to faithcoalition-il.org/what-we-do/ for
a meetings calendar under News and Events. There is strength in numbers and diversity folks. (Thanks
Stu for this information)
Immigrant and Refugee Rights
SJC members began a diverse coalition of concerned people from business, non-profits, faith
communities, Universities and other groups last April to look at education, support and
advocacy around immigrant & refugee issues. The group is based on the principles of inclusion &
creating communities where everyone feels welcome. This group is thriving nearly one year later. Meg
Evans from ALUUC and Veronica Espina are current co-chairs.

Continued on page 10
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Immigrant and Refugee Rights Accomplishments to date:
• Training: “Springfield Community Immigration 101: Immigrant & Refugee Ally Training “
August 12 was attended by over 40 community members.
• Civic engagement: Welcoming City Resolution Initiative; Visits to State Reps during Dream Act
Week of Action; Dreamers Rally in Springfield, IL
● Community support: Consular services provided over 4-days in September 2017 to downstate
Illinois Mexican nationals by the Mexican Consulate Mobile unit hosted by ALUUC; Initial
exploration of community resources for immigrants and refugees.
We invite you to become part of this important grassroots effort. Contact Meg Evans, Larry Golden,
or Rev. Woulfe (minister@aluuc.org).
(Thanks to Meg Evans & Larry Golden for this information and all their work on this)

Other Community Opportunities for Helping Homelessness
St. John’s Breadline 430 N. 5th St., Springfield, IL 62702, (217) 528-6098)

Volunteer to serve meals weekdays 7:30-10:00 am or 1:30–4:00 pm; 10 am–1:30 pm weekends &
holidays. Groups welcome. http://cc.dio.org/programs/st-johns-breadline Contact Vinnie Gupta. He is
a regular here.
(Thanks Vinnie)

Helping Hands 1023 E. Washington Springfield, IL 62703, (217) 522-0048

Arrange to provide a meal: http://www.helpinghandsofspringfield.org/, click the meal train picture; select
& book a date. Or call 522-0048 ext 5; Brandy.
(Thanks Delinda Chapman)

SJC Regular Meetings

We meet the 3rd Sunday after service. Next meeting Sunday, February 18, 12 noon Barton room.
Everyone welcome; we could use your concerns and ideas. Let’s make a radical new year.
— Nancy Derrig, SJC Chair; Meg Evans-Lazare, SJC Co-chair

Save the Date!
The FANTASY AUCTION is our biggest fundraiser of the year,
and we always have a great time. It is scheduled for Saturday,
March 24, 2018 - so mark your calendars now!
If you enjoy planning big events, we would welcome your help.
Please contact our Co-Chairs, Gwen Childs and Kim Villanueva,
to volunteer.
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ALUUC
Social Justice
Workshops
Presented by
UU Minister Scott Aaseng
and ALUUC Social Justice
Committee

1st Workshop:

Defining Success in our work
for Social Justice
Sunday, February 11
ALUUC Commons
12-2 pm

2nd Workshop:

Strategies for Pursuing Social
Justice in Our Communities
Sunday, March 4
ALUUC Commons
12-2 pm

* everyone invited, light lunch provided
for all workshops

WORKSHOPS
3rd Workshop
Next Steps:
Where Does Our
Congregation Go
from Here
Sunday, May 6
Commons
12-2 pm
4th Event
Central Illinois
UU
Congregations
Gathering To
Focus on Social
Justice Issues
Saturday, Apr 14
at ALUUC
9am – 4 pm
5th Event
UU Minister Scott
Aaseng to Speak
on Social Justice
Issues
Sunday, Apr 15
at ALUUC
10:30 Service
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Circle Dinners Return on Saturday March 3rd!
Circle Suppers return on Saturday, March 3! What’s a Circle Dinner, you ask? This is a meal shared
by members and friends in the comfort of someone's home. One or two people serve as your hosts and
provide the main dish; five or more attendees bring a side dish or a dessert per the host’s request.
Attendees sign up and are assigned at random to a particular host, so it's always a new fellowship
adventure! Sign up sheets will initially be available during the Sunday service but there may also be
an on-line process.
Please sign up to be a host - or to attend - by contacting Rev. Woulfe (minister@aluuc.org).

Yoga Stretches and Discussions
After an enthusiastic response to her December 31st Sunday presentation on the
Spiritual Aspects of Yoga, Naomi Greene agreed to do a series of eight evening
sessions on Kriya Yoga. These will begin February 7, and be held in the
ALUUC Commons.
From 6:30 to 7 PM would be yoga stretches, and from 7 to 7:30 discussion of philosophy. The first
ten minutes of the latter would be a segment on a total relaxation technique, which ‘stretchers’ may
want to stay for even if they don’t participate in the philosophy discussion. Greene notes stretching
participants will need a yoga mat (available at big box or sporting goods stores), and should expect to be
barefoot for the exercise portion. Those who cannot get on the floor can do some chair stretches.
As noted in the ALUUC announcements, Greene suggests participants make a donation to the ALUUC
Benevolence Fund. Greene will also make available discounted copies of The Science of Kriya Yoga,
should participants want to use the book.
If you would like to watch the sermon video to see why approximately 25 people indicated they wanted
to participate, go to the ALUUC You Tube link at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=OO3i3mUvUwM.

Anyone can participate, but if you did not sign up earlier, please drop a note to event coordinator Elaine
Orr at elaineorr55@yahoo.com. All are welcome. In the event of inclement weather, participants will be
notified via text or email.

FABULOUS FUNDRAISING
Scrip is a cooperative that allows congregation members to buy gift cards to national
retailers at face value. A percentage of each card sold comes back to ALUUC. Gas stations,
grocery and clothing stores, drugstores and restaurants are well-represented on the list of
400+ vendors.
Go to www.aluuc.org/about-aluuc/members/scrip-program for step-by-step instructions on how to
register for this program. Use the code provided by Kerri to join the ALUUC’s program. Scrip gift
cards are sent to ALUUC; members then can pick them up and use them. Many scrip cards are
reloadable, and you can also buy scrip as a ScripNow eCard, which can be printed from your
computer and used immediately.
Our next order deadline is February 18. Please contact Kerri Skrudland at scrip@aluuc.org or
phone for more information about this exciting program.
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Volunteers needed for the final two Winter Warming Center Dinners
A heartfelt thank you to all who donated during the recent special collection for the dinners we serve to
the homeless at the Helping Hands Winter Warming Center. We are still seeking donations of lip
balm, hand lotion, hand sanitizer, individual packets of Kleenex, durable socks, and other small personal
items for the homeless citizens who utilize the Warming Center. If you can donate, please bring to the
service, where there will be a small box in the hallway. Thank you in advance!
We are also still welcoming newcomers to volunteer for serving at the final two Winter Warming Center
dinners. The dates are Sunday, February 25, and Monday, March 26. Let Michelle Green know if
you wish to volunteer.

Women’s March to the Polls Photos
On Saturday, January 20th over 1,500 people gathered in front of the State Capital for the Women’s
March to the Polls in Springfield. 52 ALUUC members participated in this social justice event!

Interfaith Monthly Meeting
The Greater Springfield Interfaith Association will meet Tuesday, Feb 6 at the SIU School of
Medicine to hear about their Community involvement projects. If you are interested, please contact
Rev. Woulfe.

Our Emergency Closure Policy
www.aluuc.org/emergency-closures

On very rare occasions, church services (and other events scheduled that day) may be cancelled due to
poor weather conditions. On a Sunday, the decision will be made before 8:00am that morning. If a
Sunday Service is cancelled, we will try to notify the congregation in several ways, including:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Posting a message on our Website and Social Media.
Emailing church members and friends.
Encouraging “word of mouth” communications.
Contacting by phone those members and friends who are without digital communications.
If possible, putting a note on the door.
If possible, through traditional media (newspaper, radio, etc.)

Unforeseen situations may prevent these methods of communication, in which case we will use
whatever means we can to notify congregants of the closure. For ALUUC events other than Sunday
Services, cancellations will be determined by event leader. It is the responsibility of the event leader to
communicate the cancellation with the participants.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults

A COURSE in MIRACLES RE CLASS
A Course in Miracles is an
ongoing study and will continue
into the new year. Participants
include some who have studied
A Course in Miracles for years
and have a strong understanding of the
material. Others are just beginning their study and
have lots of questions. Wherever you are in your
interest in this text, you are welcome to join us.
A goal of A Course in Miracles is to train us to
listen to God’s voice, the Holy Spirit. This
extension of God’s mind serves as our inner guide,
who will direct our thoughts, telling us exactly
what to do, and directing all our efforts. To be truly
effective, we must learn to rely on our own internal
teacher rather than looking for help outside
ourselves. We are thus guided to discover our own
God-given function. As we are led from the world
of the ego to the world of love, our perception of
ourselves as separated persons is corrected, and we
remember our higher, or true Self. We remember
we were created by God as His Child, and we are
enabled to accept the Christ within, and to see with
Christ’s vision. We recognize our oneness with
God, our Self, and all our brothers, and are able,
finally, to “teach only love,” which is our true
function as Children of God.

We meet in the Barton classroom at ALUUC
at 6 pm every Tuesday to read and discuss these
concepts and how they apply to our lives.
Questions? Please email acim@aluuc.org.
HIKING GROUP
Thank you for some amazing
hikes! We’ll resume in Spring 2018.
Have any questions? Email Jim
Curran at hiking@aluuc.org
HUMANIST GROUP
Our ALUUC Humanist Group
emphasizes humanitarianism as a way of life
with core values of dignity, equality, and
social justice for all individuals. We routinely

discuss matters of morality/ethical values,
separation of church and state, science/evolution/
neuroscience, behavioral economics and
occasionally non-partisan politics as it relates to the
human spirit. Programs focus on humanity book
reviews and/or media presentations followed by
lively group discussion.
On February 26 at 7 PM, Stu Jacobsen will
facilitate the ALUUC Humanist Group’s discussion
of ”From Bacteria to Bach and Back: The
Evolution of Minds” by Daniel C. Dennett, codirector of the Center for Cognitive Studies at Tufts
University. Combining arguments from philosophy,
biology, and informatics, Dennett explores
questions associated with the origin of
consciousness. His two overarching themes draw
from the philosophical ideas of René Descartes and
the biological concepts of Charles Darwin.
Questions? Contact Sarah Iaiennaro at
humanistgroup@aluuc.org.
NEWS GROUP
The News Group meets on the
first Thursday of each month at
7pm. Join us on Thursday, February 1, 2018 in a
manner that differs from its usual format. We will
gather at the new University of Illinois Springfield
Student Union to attend a presentation by Dr. Jerry
Kruse, Dean of the SIU School of Medicine. His
presentation is entitled "The US Healthcare System
(s): Time for International Comparative Policy
Analysis" is being sponsored by the World Affairs
Council of Central Illinois. The presentation begins
at 7:30 pm, and we will meet shortly before the
event and attend together. Following the
presentation we will meet at the Union to discuss
the presentation and other news items. The
presentation is free and open to the public. The
World Affairs Council has a dinner prior to the
event. If you have any questions call Kurt
DeWeese, by phone or email
newsgroup@aluuc.org

All groups must reserve their meeting space in advance for meetings and/or events through
Office Manager Cheryl Wycoff at office@aluuc.org.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults (cont’d)

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
The ALUUC Book Group will meet on Tuesday, February 20 at 7 PM in the
Channing Room. We will be discussing Thomas Mallon’s historical novel, Henry and
Clara, which deals with the lives of the couple who shared the box with the Lincolns
on the night of the assassination. The March selections are the UUA Common Read
designated books: Daring Democracy by Frances Moore Lappé & Adam Eichen
which provides a vision and practical guidance for advancing UUA justice-making in the public square
and Centering: Navigating Race, Authenticity, and Power in Ministry edited by Mitra Rahnema which
offers help with the inner work of today’s Unitarian Universalism. For questions, email Penny WollanKriel at bookgroup@aluuc.org.
MEN’S GROUP
The Men’s Group meets on the first and third Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. We
vary our meeting locations between church and nearby restaurants. Join us for
insightful discussion, dinner, drinks and merriment. Feel free to bring thought
provoking books, articles or poems for examination and reflection. Contact Jim Curran to get on the
mailing list for meeting locations and details (mensgroup@aluuc.org or phone).

ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays)
on the Third Monday of every month. The next meeting will be held at ALUUC on
Monday, February 19 at 7 pm. This is a safe and confidential gathering of LGBTQ
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer) people, their families, friends and
allies to meet and share. This PFLAG group is open to all and welcomes your energy!
Visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/PFLAGSpringfieldIL.
To contact the group by email: pflag-springfieldil_1@juno.com.

8th Annual Phoenix Center Trivia
Night – Saturday, February 24
6:30 – 9:30 pm
We want YOU to join a
team of UU Trivia All Stars
(UUTAS)! We have
reserved one table (ten
people) for this event; as
always, you can bring your
own food & drinks, there will be mulligans
and 50/50 tickets for sale. Prizes will be
awarded for 1st & 2nd place! Tickets are $10
per person / $100 per table. Are you ready to
bring your love of trivia to the table? Please
sign up with Rev. Woulfe.

Labyrinth Walk
Friday, January 16, 7 – 9 pm
Looking for a quiet yet invigorating spiritual
exercise? Join us for
our monthly
meditative walk on
Friday, February 16.
This method is a
unique, ancient
pathway to greater spirituality that incorporates
body and consciousness. Each walk starts at 7
pm. There will also be an opportunity to receive a
Oneness Blessing before and after you walk;
those who wish to stay after the walk may join in
a UU Communion held in Rev. Woulfe’s office.
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February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
*7 pm
News Group

2

3
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

9

10
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group
4
9:20 Choir
Rehearsal

5

6

7

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
class

Sunday Service
Change for Change

*Interfaith
Monthly
Meeting

12pm Program
Com. Mtg.

11
Sunday Service
Sung Milestones

12

13
6pm Board
Mtg.

12pm Green
Sanctuary Mtg.

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
class

12 pm
Social justice
Workshop #1
18
Sunday Service
Traditional
Milestones

19

20

7 pm
7 pm Book
PFLAG Group
Group

12pm Potluck

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
class

12pm RE Meeting
12pm Social
Justice Meeting

8
*6:30 pm
Men's
Group

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

6:30 pm
Yoga
Stretches &
Discussion

14

15

6:30 pm
Yoga
Stretches &
Discussion

21

16

6 pm
Membership
Com. Mtg.

7 pm
Labyrinth
Walk

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group
22

*6:30 pm
Men's
Group

6 pm
Mexican
Train
Tournament

23
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

6:30 pm
Yoga
Stretches &
Discussion

Scrip Deadline
25

26

Sunday Service
5 pm
Movie Night
Prof. Marston and the
Wonder Women

7 pm
Humanist
Group

27

28
6 pm SYG Belize
A Course Book Drive
In Miracles Begins
class
6:30 pm
Yoga
Stretches &
Discussion

* indicates event takes place off-site.
Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.

2 pm
Rev. Berkley
Moore
Celebration of
Life

17
9:30 am Zen
Meditation
*6 pm
Studs Terkel’s
Maya Angelou
Interview &
Discussion

24
9:30 am Zen
Meditation
6:30 pm
Phoenix Center
Trivia Night

Contact Information
Clergy:
Minister
Minister Emeritus

Rev. Martin Woulfe
Rev. Berkley Moore

minister@aluuc.org
ministeremeritus@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Frank Darneille
Pat Marshall
Tracy Zieber
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
dre@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Director RE
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

ALUUC

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Kim Villanueva
Debby Hagan
Dianne Roberts
Alison Stachera
Bob Croteau
Bonnie Ettinger
Tom Henehan
Larry Muir
Lara Quivey
Posy Robertson

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

Springfield, IL

(217)
585-9550
Mark Hanson
Gwen Childs
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Elaine Gambiani
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
Phil Anderson
Stu Jacobson
Kurt DeWeese
Jim Curran
Debby Hagan & Carol Kneedler
Carol Kneedler & Dianne Roberts
Delinda Chapman
Frank Kopecky
Elaine Orr
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Nancy Derrig
Meg Evans & Tracy Zieber

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org
webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
covenantgroups@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
membership@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
re@aluuc.org
socialjustice@aluuc.org
wcc@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
- Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
- Covenant Groups
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)
Social Justice
- Welcoming Congregations

Road
62711

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

745 Woodside

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 65 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

