ALUUC Focus

ALUUC is a Welcoming Congregation

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a religious community of individuals coming
together for spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical traditions of every
person and honor their cultural traditions, ages, abilities, economic status, race, sexual orientation, and gender
identity, as well as their theologies, philosophies and political persuasions. We are formally recognized as a
“Welcoming Congregation” by our national UU Association affirming and promoting the full participation of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender persons, and those individuals who self-identify their gender, in the life of
the congregation and the community.
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I find the political rhetoric about building a great wall on our
Southern border to be very troubling. Perhaps you do too. It turns out
that my thoughts have grappled with this theme before – in fact, my
1998 sermon to the UUA Ministerial Fellowship Committee (MFC)
was entitled, “Theology of Walls (& Bridges).” Here are a few excerpts:
“Walls, as you know, are commonplace – they stretch across
most landscapes. Some walls – as in Berlin, or across China –assume an importance that
transcends their stone and mortar....Generations transmit more than positive passwords...more often than not, we inherit bricks. So we do what comes natural – we build
walls. You may recall that Sophia Lyon Fahs likened some beliefs to a walled garden.
She could well have extended the metaphor...to fortresses, or prisons. In any event, all
walls are a tangible statement that I belong here, you, there.”
“I witnessed one such divide…the last time I joined a
protest...in 1991, while the clouds of war were brooding
over Kuwait...When I arrived (at Chicago’s civic center)
an enormous crowd was already on hand....I was struck by
the complete absence of US flags. Meanwhile, across the
street, a smaller counter demonstration had
formed...waving the stars & stripes. It was clear that an
invisible wall divided them as effectively as any erected by
human hands....I left, bought a US flag, donned a suit –
and returned downtown.”
What happened next became the crux of my MFC ser- Celeste & Rev. Martin Woulfe at
mon. The counter-protestors were initially incredulous that the Call2Action Unity Rally on
someone could oppose the war yet appear patriotic. One January 21. Photo by Feli
assumed that I was going to burn it. My response was, Wonneberger
“Are you kidding? I just paid $60 for this flag!” That moment of levity opened a door to
a conversation. We did not convert the other, but we heard each other’s concerns, and
achieved a sense of awareness that was absent before.
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In that sermon, I quoted Gerda Klein, who had survived a Nazi death camp and later
moved to Chicago: “I’ve always felt that if people can understand what connects us, not
what separates us, it would be a better world.”
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I think that that is profound advice, and very applicable to the realities of the present.
My summation in 1998 could have been written today, “Perhaps, to return to the meta-
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phor used earlier, walls are inherent to human nature and will endure forever. But, however complex
may be the process of transforming walls to bridges, it remains one of our most pressing tasks...It is my
hope, indeed my prayer, that our own endeavors help us to transcend that which divides, so that we may
further the blessings of creation.”
Martin
Rev. Woulfe’s Office Hours:
Monday - off; Tuesday 10:30am–3pm; Wednesday 10:30am–2pm; Thursday & Friday 10:30am–3pm;
Saturday is Sermon Preparation Day; Sunday available after coffee hour.
Please call to schedule an appointment during evening hours
Paula Brayden’s Office Hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 10am – 1pm.

From Your Director of Religious Education
Happy February, and a big thank you to all the parents/guardians who have responded to phone calls regarding the RE program. We’re about halfway through the
list, and while we’d hoped to be done by the end of January, it may take a few weeks
more due to the very robust responses we’re receiving. To those of you with whom
we’ve had to play phone tag, thanks for your patience.
Many of you have asked what you could do to help the RE program. I’m really
glad you asked that, because we need some midyear supplies for the students. Our biggest need right now is watercolor paints, the kind that are dry ovals in plastic trays. I
think most brands are the WASHABLE watercolors, and that’s what we want (and probably what you
want your kids using, too!). It would be ideal if we could have approximately 15 of them, so we have
enough to supply both the 1st-3rd grades and the 4-6th grades. It would be nice if we had some watercolor specific paper, as well. Two pads of 50 sheets each would see us through the year, so if you’re so
inclined, your contributions would be most welcome.
If you haven’t been able to visit the commons where the RE classes are located, please do. We have
some lovely artwork of winter trees created by making the outline of a tree using painter’s tape, doing a
watercolor wash on the paper, letting it dry, then removing the tape to reveal the stark outline of the tree
enmeshed in a sea of color.
Our next children’s RE worship will be February 19th, and we’ll be using that opportunity to
look more closely at our Sixth Principle: We covenant to affirm and promote the goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all.
Thanks,
Pat Marshall, Director of Religious Education, dre@aluuc.org

Eco Camp Planning has begun!
The first Eco Camp meeting date will
be Thursday, February 21, in the
Fuller Room, at 6 pm.
All are welcome—we love new ideas
and innovations!
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Sunday Morning Services
10:30 am
Would you like to be a Sunday Greeter? See Tracy Zieber Minks

February 5, 2017
Where Do We Go From Here?
by Paula Brayden
In an age of change, confusion and pain where do we go to find our center? How do we
as members of a religious community reconcile our beliefs with what is happening in the
world around us? When life gives us lemons how do we make lemonade? What do we do
to find our normal?
There will be a “Change for Change” Sunday collection for Faith Coalition for the
Common Good.
February 12, 2017
Wise Engagement: A Buddhist Virtue for Our Time
by Rev. Laura Horton-Ludwig
In these times, we may be feeling buffeted, fearful, and triggered by current events even
as we seek to live out our values and create positive change in the world. Today we’ll
explore ways to act in the world from a place of equanimity and inner strength, drawing
on the Buddhist virtue of wise engagement.
February 19, 2017
The Inherent Worth and Dignity of Every Person
by Rev. Martin Woulfe
This service will mark the beginning of a seven-part Sermon Series, exploring the background and relevance of the Seven Principles. What does it mean, really? Is this particular principle unique to UUs, and why do we place it first?
There will be a New Member Ceremony during the service.
February 26, 2017
Justice, Equity & Compassion
by Rev. Martin Woulfe
In this service, we will examine the second Principle typically celebrated by UUs. How
do we promote these three ideals, as individuals and as a denomination?
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From Your ALUUC Board President:
Emotional turmoil can be an effective tool when seeking to control a person. After enough sleepless nights of confusion and worry, the battered soul verges on mental
collapse. They just want it to stop. When it happens to a child for a prolonged period of
their life, they may never recover. When it happens to an entire country, the potential for
catastrophe is enormous. Millions of frantic eyes dart suspiciously, not knowing who to
trust. it is up to the level headed few to spurn the charge of insanity. I hope ALUUC can
be counted among those who keep their wits and take action to balance the torrent of lies
and backwards policy making before us.
Lately, I have been feeling emotional turmoil. My feelings of dismay are not just because a person of
questionable integrity and the charm of an aardvark has been elected President. Rather, it is the fear and
suffering of my loved ones that brings the blood to my cheeks. I sat beside them as they wrung their
hands and leaned towards the television as if trying to change the slow motion nightmare reality by will
power alone. I saw the furrowed brows of angst and confusion and in my day dreams and reflections
continue to hear the dismay in their incredulous shouts. So much worry from so many people. I’m proud
to say those same loved ones did more than fret about the future. They did more than lean towards the
television trying to will the crazy media circus into rational deliberation.
They planned and executed an amazing show of organization, commitment, and solidarity in a
march both in Springfield and in Washington D.C. I’m certain you have heard of this march, reader. I
have no illusions that I am bringing you news. What I am bringing is gratitude at the action these amazing citizens took that captured the energy of their fears and directed it towards the beginning of something tremendous. This same inspirational energy is contained within our religous community as many
of our own members embarked on the long journey to D.C. while many others showed their determination at the rally at the Old State Capitol. The dust will have settled by the time you read this and there
will be new outrageous stories to throw our moral alarms into a frenzy. We will torture ourselves by
reading various extreme views and emotional responses on social media. We will swear off of that same
media in attempts to get our sanity back. It will continue to be a dangerous place for caring people to
visit.
Have you ever felt dismayed to the point that you cannot lift your head? Of course you do. We all do
at times, especially when we consider the severity of the situation that has both sides of the political
aisle in a state of dismay. Sometimes my eyes just close and the tears won’t stop and sobs gently convulse my chest. I feel the pain of the world and I worry that my children will inherit a burning wasteland
of corporate indifference. With those thoughts of dismay comes the inspiration of those many women
and men who dried their own tears, screwed up their courage, and took to the streets to show the world
that we are not going to sit with our face in our hands. We are going to stand up for what we believe. We
will stand up for decency and justice.
There are many ways to channel your anger that will help you feel better and also make the world a
better place. For me, ALUUC embodies the values I wish to impress upon my children and the greater
community. It is a vehicle whereby I can join something larger than myself that can actually make the
changes I wish to see. I don’t wish to force these values upon others, but I hope to show them by example how to apply those values for the betterment of everyone.
ALUUC is going through a time of transition. We have had several changes that have thrown things
off kilter and we have many others that are beneficial and strengthening. As some of our beloved elders
pass from this world, we strive to fill the void they leave behind. It is difficult to replace their wisdom
Continued on page 5
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and experience, but it must be done if our work is to continue in an effective manner. We need caring
people to step up to fill the roles that those dedicated old timers left behind. If you are searching for a
way to push our leaders towards equality and justice, get active within ALUUC. No matter what you do
to help, it will increase the strength of our voice.
We are a group of hard headed and determined individuals who like to think for ourselves. Sometimes we get caught up in our work and forget that for this team to be effective we need all hands on
deck. We need everyone to get in the mix without waiting for an invitation. We must push each committee to strive for organization and new member integration. There are many ways to get involved and I
insist that building trust within our own community is the most important thing we can do. Spending
time together and sharing our dreams and ideals will bring some peace to our hearts. We can stop before
the panic ensues and our eyes begin to dart frantically and know that there are people at ALUUC who
we can trust to stand beside us on the side of love.
Sincerely, Phillip Anderson

In Memoriam: Nancy Standen
ALUUC member Nancy Standen passed away on January 17. A Celebration of
Life ceremony in her honor will be held at ALUUC on Saturday, February 4th,
beginning at 2 pm. Nancy has requested that no obituary be published in the local papers & that the public refrain from sharing anecdotes during the service.
Please note that this is a change of date from what was originally advertised, per
the family’s request. There will be a short reception following the Celebration of
Life; volunteers are need to help with this.

Joys, Concerns, Milestones
We set aside time during Sunday Services to share the Joys and Concerns that
touch our lives: the news of significant personal challenges, successes, and milestones too important not to be shared.
In January, Bonnie Ettinger asked that in the February newsletter we remember
Mary Therese (M.T.) Vann – a community leader in so many ways. M.T. died December 31st, 2016. She will be missed.

Flowers
February 5—Penny Wollan-Kriel
February 12—available

February 19—available
February 26—Larry Muir

New floral sign-up sheets are available! Your tax-deductible $20.00 donation is payable
the week before the Sunday requested. Flowers will remain in the sanctuary after the service for the
beautification of church as we continue to have guests and friends throughout the week.
The Flower Committee is financially self sustaining and always accepts additional donations.
Thank you for your continued support,
Vi Lanum, Flower Committee Chairwoman, flower@aluuc.org
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Membership Committee Update
The Membership Committee continues to review and refine processes for greeting guests, integrating
new members, and communicating more effectively with members and friends. Recent activities include: Pathways to Membership, website updates, tracking advertising and attendance, improving our
process for greeting guests, rights and responsibilities of membership, and providing input to Fellowship
activities.
The Membership Committee has openings for engaged, energetic members. If you would like to help
the ALUUC congregation develop to its fullest potential, please contact committee co-chairs Carol
Kneedler or Dianne Roberts at membership@aluuc.org, or the Membership Coordinator Tracy Zieber
Minks at welcome@aluuc.org.
The Membership Committee will meet again on Thursday, February 16, at 6 pm, in the Fuller room.
All are welcome to attend and share their ideas.
Membership Committee Co-Chairs, Carol Kneedler and Dianne Roberts membership@aluuc.org
ALUUC Membership Coordinator, Tracy Zieber-Minks welcome@aluuc.org

PATHWAYS TO MEMBERSHIP
Pathway Sessions is a special series for people interested in membership at ALUUC. The next series
will be held on Sunday, February 26, after the service (session #1) and Monday, February 27 at 7
pm (sessions #2 & #3). Please contact Rev. Martin Woulfe (minister@aluuc.org) if you would like to
attend. Child care is available upon request.
Febuary 26
Session #1 Seeds: Sharing Our Stories. This session focuses on sharing important themes and stories from our own life stories, with a special emphasis on our faith journeys.
Febuary 27
Session #2 Roots: An inside scoop on UUism and ALUUC. This session is intended to present
and discuss various themes and developments within UUism as a whole and ALUUC in particular.
We will explore the Principles & Purposes, the Sources, and some important milestones.
Session #3 Branches: Fostering Growth & Creating Connections.This session is an opportunity
for newer people to meet some of the leaders and mentors within the congregation, to discuss how
one might become more active and engaged!
New and seasoned members are encouraged to attend.

Please Welcome Our New Members!
On January 23, ALUUC welcomed three new
members:
Pat Curtis,
Crystal Rutherford
Michael Rutherford
There will be a New Member Ceremony on
Sunday, February 19.

Pat Curtis

Crystal Rutherford &
Michael Rutherford
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From Your Intern Minister:
Here in the cold and dreary winter weather, when darkness prevails over light, it
can be easy to forget the beauty of spring and the joy of summer. We succumb to our
darker thoughts when we are chilled to the bone and fear takes hold in the darkness of
night. These past weeks have been very challenging for many people. At times like
these we must remember that winter must be dark and cold for spring to be full of life.
In this time of change and uncertainty I like to remember where we have come
from. Our past is not full of sunshine and roses, nor easy paths. We are a faith of heretics, ones who have been on the outside for much of our history. Let’s look back and
take a page from that history. During the 1820’s a group of people did not like what was happening in
society, so they joined forces and created a movement that spoke to them, that they believed in. Today we
call these people the Transcendentalists. Our brethren who stood and protected those who were more vulnerable like Waitstill and Martha Sharp who smuggled Jews out of Poland before World War II. Like
Abigail Adams who fought for women’s rights in the 1700 and 1800’s and Bill Baird who was the pioneer for reproductive rights.
We as a human race are imperfect. Each of us has an idea of what perfection is, but those images are
not all the same. We have competing ideas and we tend to lean toward what we want to see in the world.
No one movement, no one generation creates perfection. Each person and generation contribute to our
overall growth and progress. No one person does all of the work. We each do our part to uncover and
bring to light those things that are unjust, inhumane and need changing. This universe is dynamic and the
only constant is change itself.
All of these differing ideas come together as a dance. We don’t always want it to be, but sometimes it
is. A couple of steps forward, a few steps back. As Ric Masten wrote “Everybody turn and spin, let your
bodies learn to bend, like a willow in the wind, let it be a dance”.
One of my favorite Unitarian theologians is James Luther Adams. He reminds us that hope is the cornerstone of liberal faith. It is in the learning to bend and not breaking where we find hope. Hope is vitally
important to hang onto when feeling untethered in this world. At one point in our collective history there
was a time known afterwards as the dark ages. But even during that dark period there was progress.
When it feels dark and scary, light the chalice in your heart and let it shine as a beacon of hope for all to
see. One light in the darkness is small, but joined together we can illuminate the world.

Paula

Choir
If “you got to sing when the spirit says sing”...join our choir! Rehearsals start
again on January 29 and continue on Sunday mornings at 9:20am in the Fuller
room. “We Sing Now Together” in harmony, reading two-part and four-part
music. Whether a soprano, alto, tenor, or bass, you are welcome to attend as we
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”. Come visit a rehearsal. “Come Sing a Song”.
For more information, contact Kathy Schultz at choir@aluuc.org.

Greater Springfield Interfaith Association
GSIA will meet on Tuesday, February 7, from 11:45am-1:30pm at Temple B’rith Sholom,
1004 S 4th St., Springfield. Our Speaker will be Chris Wade; topic AIDS/HIV. This event is open to
members, friends, and local interfaith leaders. Please bring your own lunch.
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Green Sanctuary News

ALUUC to Receive Second SREC Check
We are set to receive our second Solar Renewable Energy Credit (SREC) check in February for the
last quarter of 2016 that is helping to pay for our Solar Array. We bid in to sell our credits on the Carbon Market last summer at $90/SREC (1,000kWh) and will receive our second check based on the solar
production recorded by our monitoring system, that they have access to, for that period. We will continue to receive quarterly checks over the five year contract period. The graph shows the daily production over the last two years and shows that we have produced 7.23 megawatt-hours equivalent to 7.23
SRECS. So about 3.5 per year times $90 should equal about $315 per year. We are also saving about
$420 per year from the solar production at 12 cents/kWh, and generating 105% of estimated.

New LED Lights Allow For More Conservation Measures in Attic
Phil Anderson and Bob Croteau climbed through the difficult access above the kitchen ceiling, over
the ducting and through a rabbit’s hole to get into the main attic above the Sanctuary, to make an “attic
wellness check”. They inspected for roof and siding leaks, insulation issues and lighting fixture condition. With the new paint job, they wanted to be sure they identified any potential leaks before the spring
rains come that could potentially compromise the paint and corner caulking in the window areas. The
inspection also showed numerous areas where the insulation has sagged and pulled away from the walls,
which should be refitted and secured from future repeats.
The biggest opportunity for energy savings however, is from the recessed light fixtures that are providing a significant pathway for air leakage. This was necessary before, as they were designed to hold
300-watt light bulbs which produced a lot of heat that had to be allowed to escape. This leakage is no
longer necessary now that they produce only a tenth of the heat with the LED flood lights now installed
in them. Currently wooden boxes around them keep insulation away and are open at the top and one can
even see the seats below through holes. The plan is to caulk the corners and put an insulating cover over
the top of the box. This simple measure should help cut our energy costs significantly.

Prairie Plans
This fall conditions were not good for burning the church prairie. We are still hoping to get it done
sometime this winter. We have an experienced burn crew, but we also welcome anyone who wants to
learn more about this important task If you are interested in helping, please contact Becky Croteau by
text message.
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Being an Usher or a Greeter is a fun, easy way
to get to know the members, friends, and guests at ALUUC.
Connections and friendships can form by simply saying “Good morning” or by handing someone a
hymnal. The Membership Committee would like to extend the opportunity for welcoming by offering these volunteer positions.

Being an Usher is an easy way to become involved at ALUUC:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Please be sure to arrive no later than 10 am to help adjust the chairs in the sanctuary to make sure
there is plenty of room to accommodate everyone;
Stuff programs (and any additional papers) into the hymnals;
Make sure everyone who walks through the sanctuary doors has a program and a hymnal;
Be available by the sanctuary doors for 10 minutes after services have started to help latecomers
find seats, programs, and hymnals;
Be available to help take up the offertory if needed;
Be available to help put away hymnals after service is completed.

Greeters are some of the first friendly faces we see when walking into ALUUC:
●
●
●
●

Please be sure to arrive no later than 10 am to begin greeting guests, and returning members and
friends;
Stand inside the hallway near the front doors;
Greet members, friends, and guests with a warm smile and “Good morning”, or a greeting of
your choice;
Help direct guests with children towards the DRE, Pat Marshall, as needed; and other guests towards the Membership Coordinator, Tracy Zieber Minks, near the guest book in the foyer.

If you would like more information about being an Usher or a Greeter, please speak with Membership Coordinator Tracy Zieber Minks at welcome@aluuc.org, or the chairs of the Membership Committee at membership@aluuc.org

Phoenix Center Trivia Night on Feb 25:
Sign up to join the ALUUC All Star Trivia Teams!
We have reserved two tables for the 8th Annual Phoenix Center
Trivia Night, which will be held at ALUUC on Saturday, February
25. There is a sign up sheet at the ALUUC. There will be 10 rounds
of 10 questions with teams of up to 10 people. You can bring your
own drinks and snacks and the Phoenix Center’s youth group will be
having their bake sale! Mulligans and 50/50 tickets will be sold on site. Entry is $10 per person, doors open at 6 pm.
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ALUUC Fellowship Events
Founders Day Mexican Train Tournament
Friday, February 10
It’s that time of the year where we celebrate the founding of the ALUUC with a
rousing evening of Mexican Train Dominoes. While it is a night of fun and
fellowship, only one shall be victorious and take home the Traveling Trophy,
currently in the possession of one Elizabeth Jones!
Never played before? Come early for a training/practice round or go here for the basic rules. There
will be fabulous prizes, in addition to pizza and some beverages.
The tournament officially starts precisely at 7 pm, so if you plan to compete, please arrive on time
so we can assign players to tables fairly. The schedule will be as follows:
6 pm — Social Hour and Practice Hour
A good time to get some snacking in, and a practice game or two. Also a good time for beginning
players to learn the game!
7 pm — The Tournament Begins!
Players will be randomly assigned to tables at the beginning of Rounds 1 & 3.
There will be 4 rounds, with a break between the 2nd and 3rd round. Afterwards, the top players will
play 2 rounds for the Championship. Other players may play parallel games for other prizes.
Hope to see you there and may you avoid the double-blank tile!

Movie Night—February 12, 5pm
Loving (2016)
“The story of Richard and Mildred Loving (Joel Edgerton & Ruth Negga), an interracial couple, whose challenge of their anti-miscegenation arrest for their marriage in Virginia led to a legal battle that would end at the US Supreme Court.”
123 minutes. PG-13.
All are welcome! There will be subtitles for those who have a hearing impairment.
Popcorn will be provided.

Coffee Hour — Sundays after Service!
Join us every Sunday morning after service for coffee (or tea...or lemonade) and conversation. We need a hand or two in our Kitchen for Coffee Hour (making the coffee,
setting out a few tables and food donations, cleaning the cups). If you are interested in
helping out on a Sunday, click here to sign up or contact Marissa DeWeese
(email@aluuc.org).

Page 11

Springfield Area UUs at the DC “Women’s March On Washington”
Several ALUUC members
and friends attended the
Women’s March on Washington on January 21.
They included Meg Evans,
Kitty Wrigley, Debby
Hagan, Delinda Chapman,
Becky Croteau, Juliet Slack, Sarah Eccles, and former member Sally
Millichamp.

Call2Action Unity Rally on Saturday, January 21
Many of the local UUs who joined the Call2Action
Unity Rally on Saturday, January 21 gathered for a
group photo on the stairs of the Old State Capitol.
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UUA News

Update regarding UUA elections
This year, UUs will go to the polls during General Assembly in June to elect our new President. At present, there
are three candidates: Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, Rev. Alison Miller, and Rev. Jeanne Pupke. The winner will serve
as the UUA’s first woman President. You can go to
www.uua.org and read up on these candidates.
(Candidates are listed in alphabetical order.)

The Rev. Susan
Frederick-Gray

The Rev. Alison
Miller

2017 GA News: New Orleans, June 21-25
The Rev. Jeanne Pupke

Please note that GA Registration opens on March 1, 2017. The early registration fee is $360 per
adult. After May 1, it goes up to $415.
This date is important especially if you want to reserve a hotel room – Hotel reservations will be
available via the GA Housing Reservation System also beginning March 1.
I recommend that you reserve your room first – sometimes all UUA reserved rooms are claimed
within 24 hours; rates will vary according to the location.
There will also be a limited number of opportunities for home hospitality.

Many ALUUC Members & Friends
attended the Frontiers International’s
annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr
Breakfast which was held on
January 16.
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News from the Facilities Committee…
The Facilities Committee has been working hard since the congregation approved two projects that
will greatly increase the appearance and functionality of our present building. After much shopping and
review, the Board of Directors has authorized the installation of new carpet, which is scheduled for the
week of February 6th. This will require removing and replacing every piece of furniture and equipment.
The offices will be disrupted, and several activities may need to be flexible. We are hoping that all
groups will try to “clean house” in preparation.
We have also been working on plans for the construction of a storage facility (garage) at the back of
our lot. Numerous ideas were discussed regarding the appropriate size, design, cost estimates and contractors. Many of the members of this committee are anxious to volunteer their services to construct the
building, and we especially welcome the help and expertise of our newest committee member, contractor David Cation. As an added bonus, he and Bob Croteau have great credentials in the field of alternative energy, so the committee decided to recommend the use of our volunteer labor to build it, along
with the use of solar panels to provide the needed electrical power to the building. The Board of Directors has approved this idea, and a design team has begun working on the design, gathering estimates for
materials and taking bids for the foundation and site work. The Facilities Committee will recommend a
final proposal and send it to the Board for approval. We are very excited about working together to create a truly useful and attractive addition to our facility this spring.
We are also planning to do other work inside of the building in the coming months—drywall repairs
and painting, re-staining woodwork damage, replacing some damaged window blinds, updating lighting,
etc. Our building has served us well for the last 20 years, and it deserves a little facelift!
If you would like to join our group of hardworking friends who like to have fun together, please ask
Gwen Childs or Kurt DeWeese for more information.

FABULOUS FUNDRAISING
Scrip is a cooperative that allows congregation members to buy gift cards to national retailers at face value. A percentage of each card sold comes back to ALUUC. Gas stations, grocery and clothing stores, drugstores and restaurants are well-represented on the list of 400+ vendors.
Go to www.aluuc.org/about-aluuc/members/scrip-program for step-by-step instructions on how to
register for this program. Use the code provided by Kerri Skrudland to join the ALUUC’s program.
Scrip gift cards are sent to ALUUC; members then can pick them up and use them. Many scrip cards
are reloadable, and you can also buy scrip as a ScripNow eCard, which can be printed from your
computer and used immediately.
Our next order deadline is February 19. Please contact Kerri Skrudland at scrip@aluuc.org or
phone for more information about this exciting program.
ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays)
on the Third Monday of every month. The next meeting will be held at ALUUC on
Monday, February 20 at 7 pm. This is a safe and confidential gathering of LGBTQ
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, & Queer) people, their families, friends and allies
to meet and share. This PFLAG group is open to all and welcomes your energy!
Visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/PFLAGSpringfieldIL.
To contact the group by email: pflag-springfieldil_1@juno.com.

Page 14

ALUUC Social Action Committee Updates
Keep an eye out for the SAC Volunteer Survey
The Social Action Committee decided earlier this year to concentrate on the problems of homelessness and racial justice. We know ALUUC members and friends are doing volunteer work in these and
other social justice areas in their communities. We would like to learn about those activities. Our committee will collect this information and share it in written form with all ALUUC members and friends so
they can see what others are doing and perhaps be motivated to join them.

Opportunities for Helping those without homes this winter
●

Winter Warming Center Update
ALUUC volunteers continue to serve dinner to homeless men and women at the Winter Warming
Center on Madison St. If you would like to join them contact Delinda Chapman. Together we make
a positive difference in the world.

●

St. John’s Breadline
430 N. 5th St., Springfield, IL 62702, (217) 528-6098
http://cc.dio.org/programs/st-johns-breadline
You can volunteer here to serve meals Mondays-Fridays from 7:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. –
4:00 p.m., and 10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. on Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays. Groups are welcome.

●

Helping Hands
1023 E. Washington Springfield, IL 62703, (217) 522-0048 ext 5
It’s easy to provide a meal at Helping Hands. Simply click on the mealtrain picture to view the meal
calendar. http://www.helpinghandsofspringfield.org/ Select a date and book your commitment, or
call 522-0048 ext 5 and Brandy will help you.

Change for Change– thank you for your generosity
Change for Change February (2/5) will go to Faith Coalition for the Common Good a local association of over 25 churches (including ALUUC), faith-based organizations and labor unions. It provides
opportunities for us to work on the SAC focuses of Racial Justice & Homelessness with people of different faith traditions. Donations are still most welcome by check made out to ALUUC with FCCG
noted.
Change for Change January raised $258.54 for UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois) works
“to build our collective power to act effectively for justice by building relationships within our congregations and with other congregations.” Their major issue areas for this year are Environmental Justice,
Economic Justice, and Racial Justice. Donations are still most welcome by check made out to
ALUUC with UUANI noted.
Change for Change December raised $448.17 for the Mini O’Beirne Crisis Nursery. This nursery
provides free emergency, temporary care, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, for children from birth to 6
years of age, who may be at risk or whose parents are experiencing some type of crisis. Donations are
still most welcome by check made out to ALUUC with Crisis Nursery noted.

UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)
UUANI works “to build our collective power to act effectively for justice by building relationships within our congregations and with other congregations.” Their major issue areas for
this year are Environmental Justice, Economic Justice, and Racial Justice.
Continued from page 15
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The UUANI newsletter is on ALUUC web page at www.aluuc.org/category/unitarian-universalistadvocacy-network-of-illinois. It lists many opportunities for social and environmental action in Illinois.

Faith Coalition for the Common Good
FCCG is a local association of over 25 churches (including ALUUC), faith-based organizations and
labor unions. It provides opportunities for us to work on SAC focuses of Racial Justice & Homelessness
with people of different faith traditions.
The vision of the Faith Coalition is Racial and Economic Equity for All across Central Illinois.
Much of their work is done through the 4 task forces described below.
1. Education for All Task Force – “a very dynamic and positive group” according to Stu
Goal: Create ed. focused campaign aimed at closing academic opportunity gap in District 186
ALUUC Reps: Stu Jacobson; District 186 parents or prospective parents needed
2. Jobs and Economic Equity
Goal: Promote opportunity for meaningful employment with a living wage for all.
ALUUC Reps: no one at present; new members would be most welcome
3. Civic Engagement and Policy Involvement
Goal: Create systemic, economic & social change in our communities (and lives) thru Policy &
Legislation.
ALUUC reps: Jan Droegkamp & Virginia Forrer; other ALUUC members most welcome.
4. CUJO: Restorative Justice (Citizens United for Justice and Order)
Goal: Work with local, state & federal agencies to ensure equity & justice for those in danger of
becoming incarcerated, those incarcerated and those who have been released from prison.
ALUUC reps: no one; would be great to tie this into our new Illinois UU prison initiative
If you are interested in the task forces, contact the Faith Coalition office at faithcoalition-il.org or at 5442297. For more information, including upcoming meetings of the task forces, go to faithcoalition-il.org/
what-we-do/ or call Shelley Heideman at 544-2297. The website does not have contact information for
task force leaders, but has a calendar of the meetings under the heading News and Events. There is
strength in numbers and diversity folks.

Call 2 ACTion Community Involvement Fair — March 4
Springfield Call 2 ACTion is a clearinghouse and coalition of local organizations in and around Springfield, Illinois, who serve a
wide variety of social, economic, environmental, race and civil issues, to name just a few. They have
come together to share causes, experience and knowledge to expand their reach in the community to
band together to help others who need assistance and a sense of belonging.
The Community Involvement Fair will connect people of goodwill who want to make a difference
with community organizations that help people affected by the changing national landscape and continued state deadlock. For information, go to www.springfieldcall2action.org or facebook.com/
SpringfieldCall2ACTion.

SAC Meetings
SAC meets after services on the third Sunday each month. The next SAC meeting will be February
19. Everyone is welcome. In a year of social change, be a change agent.
— Nancy Derrig,SAC@aluuc.org
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GROUPS at ALUUC
welcome, including first-time drummers. For the
A COURSE in MIRACLES
location of the studio, parking information, or any
The weekly ACIM discussion
other questions, please contact
group continues to have from 5
drumming@aluuc.org.
to 10 people each week reading
and discussing the text. Like
everyone else, we are concerned for the future with HUMANIST GROUP
the political changes that are taking place. HowOur ALUUC Humanist Group emphasizes
ever, through the Course, we are reminded that this
humanitarianism as a way of life with core
is all an illusion. As we strive to understand the
values of dignity, equality, and social justice
teachings and to hear the Voice for God, we are
for all individuals. We routinely discuss
taught that, regardless of what is happening around
matters of morality/ethical values, separation
us, we are in the protective custody of a loving and
of church and state, science/evolution/
merciful God.
neuroscience, behavioral economics and occasionWe always welcome new participants and exally non-partisan politics as it relates to the human
perience and knowledge levels are not important as spirit. Programs focus on humanity book reviews
we are all working together for a better understand- and/or media presentations followed by lively
ing of the Course.
group discussion. Other formats can and will be
considered by Co-Chairs Vi Lanum & Sarah IaienJoin us at 6 pm on any Tuesday in the Barton classroom. We are usually out by 7:30. A few
naro.
of us have taken to going to a restaurant afterwards
On Monday, February 27, 2017 from 7for further fellowship. If you have any questions,
8:30pm, Sarah Iaiennaro will review the book The
Well-Tuned Brain by Peter Whybrow, MD. “In The
please email acim@aluuc.org.
Well-Tuned Brain Peter Whybrow combines gripping big themes with an abundance of fascinating
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
stories. The big themes revolve around the collision
Contact Penny Wollan Kriel by email
between our ancient human habits, our human
if you would like to know more about
brains often operating on autopilot, and the seducthe book group.
tive material success of our modern market economy.” — Jared Diamond, Pulitzer Prize–winning
author.
Contact: Vi Lanum or Sarah Iaiennaro at
DREAM GROUP
humanistgroup@aluuc.org
for more information.
This is an opportunity for folks to discuss their dreams in a relaxed, friendly,
MEN’S GROUP
informal setting. The Dream Group is
The Mens Group meets on
using an online format for our converthe first & third Wednessations about participant’s dreams. Occasionally
days at 6:30 pm. We vary
we’ll have informal gatherings. For more informaour
meeting
locations
between
church and nearby
tion, call or email Phil Gregg
restaurants. Join us for insightful discussion, din(uudreamgroup@aluuc.org).
ner, drinks and merriment. Feel free to bring
thought provoking books, articles or poems for exDRUM CIRCLE
amination and reflection. Contact Jim Curran to get
The ALUUC Drum Circle meets on
on the mailing list for meeting locations and details
the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the
(mensgroup@aluuc.org or Jim’s cell phone).
month at 6:30 pm at Diana
DeWeese’s studio. Everybody is
Continued on page 11
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GROUPS at ALUUC (cont’d)
NEWS GROUP
The News Group meets on the
first Thursday of each month.
Join us on February 2 at 7 pm at
the church in the Channing room.
Call Kurt DeWeese, Frank Kopecky, or email
newsgroup@aluuc.org if you have any questions.

PAGAN GROUP
The ALUUC Pagan Group will be on
hiatus until Spring 2017. Future planning meetings and celebrations will
be announced at a later date. For
more information, please contact
Tracy Zieber Minks at aluucpagans@gmail.com.
UNDERSTANDING the BIBLE
Understanding the Bible: An Introduction for Skeptics, Seekers and Religious Liberals by John A. Buehrens.
This course is based on the above referenced book and will meet twice a month on the
second & third Sundays after church. This
course covers the Hebrew bible (aka the Old Testament) as well as the Christian scriptures (aka the
New Testament). The book by Buehrens and a bible are required for this course. If you are interested in the course, contact intern@aluuc.org.

Senior Youth Group
meets Sundays, after Service
The Senior Youth Group meets every Sunday
starting 5-10 minutes after each service. All
high-school aged youth are welcome!
For more information, contact Jordan and Brie
at senioryouth@aluuc.org.

Fundraising is FUN at ALUUC!
As you know, the Board of Directors has decided that it’s time to move away from the
Trash and Treasure Sale and move toward
kinder, gentler fundraisers. They have authorized an ad hoc task force to work on developing
new events and other methods that will help us
meet our goals.
If you are interested in building community in
creative and fun ways, please volunteer to join
this team. Gwen Childs is convening this effort,
and she would love to hear your ideas. She will
be available most Sundays after the service, or
give her a call.

Labyrinth Walk

WOMEN in the RED TENT
The Red Tent is on hiatus. Interested in learning more about our
Red Tent? For more information,
or to join our Facebook group,
email redtent@aluuc.org.

Our monthly meditative walks meets on the
third Friday, February 17.

All groups must reserve their meeting space
in advance for meetings and/or events through
Office Manager Cheryl Wycoff at
office@aluuc.org. If you aren’t on the reservation calendar, you could find yourself bumped
by another group who followed procedures.

This is a unique, ancient pathway to greater
spirituality that incorporates body and consciousness. Each walk starts at 7 pm. There
will also be an opportunity to receive a Oneness Blessing before and after you walk; those
who wish to stay after the walk may join in a
UU Communion held in Rev. Woulfe’s office.
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February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

*6:30 pm
Mens
Group

9:20 am Choir
Rehearsal

5

6 *11:45 am

12

19

13

9:20 am
Choir Rehearsal

8 *6:30

26

9

4
9:30 am Zen
Meditation
2 pm Nancy
Standen Celebration of Life

10

Drum
Circle

6 pm
Founders’
7:15 pm
Day
Meditation
Mexican
Train
Group
Tournament

14

15

Valentine’s
Day
*6:30 pm
Mens
6 pm
Group
A Course
In Miracles
Group
7 pm
Board
Meeting

20
President’s
Day

Sunday Service
Scrip Deadline
New Member
Ceremony
SYG
12 pm SAC Meeting
12 pm A House for
Hope & Understanding
the Bible classes

3

11
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

Carpet Installation – all rooms

Sunday Service
SYG
12 pm A House for
Hope & Understanding
the Bible classes
5 pm Movie Night:
Loving (2016)
9:20 am
Choir Rehearsal

2

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
Group

Senior Youth
Group (SYG)

Sat

7 pm
News Group

GSIA
Meeting

Sunday Service
Change for Change
collection

Lincoln’s
Birthday
9:20 am
Choir Rehearsal

7

Fri

7 pm PFLAG
Meeting

27

7 pm
Humanist
Group
Sunday Service
7pm
Pathways to
SYG
12 pm Pathways to Membership
(#2 & #3)
Membership (#1)

21

23

March 2
Read Across
America
GA 2017
Day
Registration
opens
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

25
9:30 am Zen
Meditation
7 pm
Phoenix
Center
Trivia Night

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

March 1

18
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

24

*6:30
Drum
Circle

6 pm
Eco Camp
meeting

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
Group

17
7 pm
Labyrinth
Walk

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

22

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
Group

Mardi 28
Gras

16
6 pm
Membership
Committee
Meeting

March 3

March 4
9:30 am Zen
Meditation
*Call 2 ACTion
Community
Involvement
Fair

* indicates event takes place off-site.
Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.

Contact Information
Clergy:
Minister
Minister Emeritus

Rev. Martin Woulfe
Rev. Berkley Moore

Intern Minister

Paula Brayden

minister@aluuc.org
ministeremeritus@aluuc.org
intern@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Frank Darneille
Pat Marshall
Tracy Zieber Minks
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
DRE@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Philip Anderson
Frank Kopecky
Tina Bennett
Kim Villanueva
Melissa Bernhardt
Kent Childs
Debby Hagan
Dianne Roberts
Posy Robertson
Ricky Stead

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Director RE
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Social Action
Welcoming Congregations

Road
Springfield, IL

(217)
585-9550
John Malan
Gwen Childs
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Marissa DeWeese
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
TBA
Kurt DeWeese
Jim Curran
Debby Hagan & Carol Kneedler
Carol Kneedler & Dianne Roberts
Delinda Chapman
Dianne Roberts
Diana DeWeese
Caitlin McDonald &
Tracy Zieber Minks
Nancy Derrig
Tracy Zieber Minks & Meg Evans

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org
webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
membership@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
RE@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
- Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership & Publicity
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)

745 Woodside

62711

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

ALUUC

SAC@aluuc.org
WCC@aluuc.org

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 60 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
745 Woodside Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711
217-585-9550

