ALUUC Focus
Special points of
interest:
Arts & Craft Fair
Holiday Pageant
Rehersal
Holiday Pagent
Christmas Eve
Service
Amazon Smile
& Scrip
Inside this issue:
From the Minister

1

From the
Director of
Religious Education

2

Services

3

Membership
Committee Update

4

Upcoming Events,
News, & Updates

414

Covenant Groups

5

Choir News

6

Arts & Craft Fair

7

Program Committee 8
Fundraising
Opportunities

9

Social Justice
Committee Update

1011

Groups at ALUUC

12
13

Calendar

14

ALUUC is a Welcoming Congregation

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a religious community of individuals coming
together for spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical traditions of every
person and honor their cultural traditions, ages, abilities, economic status, race, sexual orientation, and gender
identity, as well as their theologies, philosophies and political persuasions. We are formally recognized as a
“Welcoming Congregation” by our national UU Association affirming and promoting the full participation of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender persons, and those individuals who self-identify their gender, in the life of
the congregation and the community.

December 2017

From Your ALUUC Minister:
They told me that when Jesus was born a star appeared
above the place where the young child lay.
When I was very young I had no trouble believing wondrous things;
I believed in the star …
… Some bright star shines in the heavens each time a child is born.
Who knows what it may foretell?
Who knows what uncommon life may yet again unfold,
if we but give it a chance?
These words, written by my dear mentor Rev. Margaret Gooding are fresh every
Christmas season, as it weaves together the gospel narratives that describe the birth of Jesus and the revelations of science and other faith traditions. Indeed, as I wrestle for words
right now, various strands of memory conflate: Peg Gooding’s insights of Universalism;
the Chicago Children’s Choir singing during a candle light service; a Franciscan giving a
humorous homily about the Holy Family; stories about that same family fleeing to Egypt;
Mike Royko’s classic “Mary & Joe” column; our own Christmas Eve services wherein we
honor multiple faith traditions, and the recent local Welcoming City initiative. In my
younger years, I imagined that one weary family as they were turned away repeatedly in
Bethlehem, finding no respite save a manger. But the gospel further declares that an impending calamity became known, forcing them to flee to Egypt, away from a tyrannical
ruler.
How is it, I wonder, that so many can so eagerly celebrate the notion that all humanity
is one extended family — and yet close their hearts as firmly as doors to modern day refugees and immigrants? Does not Christmas embrace the vulnerable and the meek, and
should its spirit extend throughout the year?
Perhaps the Rev. Howard Thurman gave the best answer, to every generation, when
he wrote:
When the song of angels is stilled
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins;
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among the brothers,
to make music in the heart.
Sincerely, Martin Woulfe, minister@aluuc.org
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From Your Director of Religious Education
The Holiday season is upon us, and we have exciting news about the Holiday Pageant this year. As we are studying World Religions, each age group in RE has chosen a
holiday festivity from a major religion and will be presenting that to the congregation.
We are hard at work on artistic backdrops, skits, and songs to delight all ages. Pre K/K
students will present the story of Christmas, and lead the singing of “O Come Little
Children.” First, second, and third graders have made a giant menorah and will present
eight Hanukkah Haiku. They are also quite enthusiastic about sharing “The Dreidel
Song.” Fourth, fifth and sixth graders opted to celebrate Diwali, complete with a beautiful mosaic rangoli, the song “Happy Diwali,” and a story about the five days of Diwali. Seventh and
eighth grade will be sharing the Pagan Solstice Story and singing Jethro Tull’s “Ring Out Solstice Bells.”
Senior Youth Group chose the Buddhist Bodhi Day celebration, and they will treat us to a chant, a puppet
show, and an incredible number and variety of origami lotus flowers. Of course, there will be a visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus to conclude the program.
It is vitally important that students who plan to
be in the Holiday Pageant on December 17th come to
Sunday rehearsals and attend the Saturday, December 16th dress rehearsal from 12:00-1:30pm. We also
need volunteers to help supervise the classes as they
practice their skits and complete their artwork/backdrops.
Thanks to those of you who have signed up, but please—
we need more volunteers. We can’t put on the Holiday
Pageant without your help!
We also need parents of 7th-9th graders to let Pat Marshall know if you are interested in Our Whole
Lives for your students. We have offered it in the past and would like your input into whether you would
like to see it continue to be offered. For those unaware of OWL, the program is “comprehensive: going
beyond identifying body parts to include relationships and personal skills in addition
to sexual health and behavior. OWL addresses decision-making, clarifies values,
builds interpersonal skills, and deepens understanding of spiritual, emotional and
societal aspects of sexuality, which can influence the decisions we make. Its ‘three
Rs’ are Responsibility, Respect, and Relationships” (UUA). If this is a program important to the congregation, we need to have volunteers to take the training and run
the program. There is a training coming up in Missouri at the end of January, and
there will be more. If you would be interested in serving our congregation in this
way, please contact Pat, as well (dre@aluuc.org).
Senior Youth enjoyed a Friendsgiving Lock-in the weekend of November 18-19, at which much fellowship, fun, and
chicken feathers were enjoyed. (The chicken costume has been
showing up at an astonishing number of events on an impressive
number of wearers!) We worked on backdrop templates for the
Holiday Pageant, ate an excellent meal, played games and
watched movies. All in all, an enjoyable time for everyone.
Thanks, Pat Marshall,
Director of Religious Education, dre@aluuc.org
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Sunday Services
December 3, 2017, 10:30am
Living Poetry, Living Spirituality, by Rev. Martin Woulfe
This unique service will feature the poetry of various voices & spiritual insights
within our community, including Jackie Jackson, Rodd Whelpley, Sydney McCabe,
Martin Woulfe, and special guest Shatriya Smith.
“Change for Change” Sunday collection.

Would you like
to be a Sunday
Greeter? See
Tracy Zieber.

December 10, 2017, 10:30am
Holidays & Holy Days, by Rev. Martin Woulfe
How do different cultures celebrate the season’s holidays? What are some of the treasured traditions of
our neighbors and from our own past? Why do some people fuss about whether someone wishes them a
“Merry Christmas” vs. “Happy Holidays?”
December 17, 2017, 10:30am
Holiday Pageant: Religious Celebration Around the World
Children’s Religious Education Students and Teachers
The children and youth have been studying World Religions, and each age group in RE has chosen a holiday festivity from a major religion and will present them to the congregation, along with songs, art, skits,
and poetry. Read more on page 2. Of course, there will be a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus to conclude
the program.
December 24, 2017, 10:30am
What Holiday Films Teach Us about Spirituality, by Rev. Martin Woulfe
‘Tis the season – for a deluge of holiday films! For nearly a century, the film industry has devoted a lot of
celluloid to spreading holiday cheer – and messages. No doubt you and yours have watched, over the
years, The Grinch Who Stole Christmas, It’s a Wonderful Life, Elf, Scrooge/A Christmas Carol, Miracle
on 34th Street, White Christmas, Nightmare Before Christmas, The Santa Clause, etc. How does Hollywood define the “Spirit of Christmas” – and how does it impact the Spirituality of the Season?
December 24, 2017, 6:00pm
Christmas Eve, with Candlelight & Carols, by Rev. Martin Woulfe
This annual festive service, a congregational favorite, honors the convergence of several traditions, including Christmas, Hannukah, Yule and Kwanzaa, and features poetry, readings, holiday songs and the
ritual lighting of candles. Refreshments will follow.
A special collection to support the Benevolence Fund will be included as part of the service.
December 31, 2017, 10:30am
Spiritual Aspects of Yoga, by Naomi Greene
The principals of yoga help guide its practitioners toward spiritual evolution, regardless of religious background. The yoga philosophy also offers basic practices for everyday life, and reflection on them can be a
good way to start the new year.
January 7, 2018, 10:30am
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Organic Aesthetic, by Tracy McCaffrey
Wright's Unitarian upbringing and principles informed his architecture and his life. These come through
in the Dana-Thomas House in Springfield, where Tracy guided many tours.
“Change for Change” Sunday collection.
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Membership Committee Update
ALUUC Welcomes Our Newest Members:
Jessica Klinefelter, Erin O'Neil, Vishnu Sririvasraghavan, Dennis Rumme, and Diane Rumme.
To Recap 2017:
●

ALUUC has welcomed a total of 29 new members;

●

The new Membership Coordinator started her position;

●

The newly revived Membership Committee has helped streamline the Pathways to Membership
process with updated new member folders, and a New Members Potluck and Tour;

●

We've implemented a wonderful volunteer crew of Sunday Ushers and Greeters, and updated the
Guest Packets;

●

We've undertaken a special survey among the Board and other committees to gauge ALUUC'S
hospitality and retention;

●

And the Membership Committee has published monthly articles in the newsletter to communicate
important, interesting information to the members and friends of ALUUC.

Out of respect for the time that the upcoming holidays demands on everyone’s schedule, Pathways to
Membership classes will not be held in December, but will be held again in January. For more information about the Membership Committee, please contact Co-chairs Carol Kneedler and Dianne Roberts at
membership@aluuc.org.
The Membership Committee wishes everyone a happy holiday season, and looks forward to serving the
ALUUC membership in 2018.
Meet Our New Members!

Anna Sabin

Hanna Melton

Open House Party!

Angela, Celeste & Martin will be hosting a Holiday Open
House Party at their house, 1 Timber Hill Lane, on Saturday,
December 16, from 5 – 9:30 pm.
All members & friends are invited to stop by to share some
holiday cheer.
Please bring a food donation which will be given to one of
the local food pantries
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ALUUC Covenant Group Ministry Update
On November 4, seven members of ALUUC attended a three-hour training session with the Peoria congregation. We learned about Peoria’s covenant groups,
which are an important part of church ministry there. Our trainers said their covenant group ministry impacts other parts of the church – it changed the environment of the church to be more loving: people listen better, there is an increase in
honoring everyone’s time to share, and there is an aspect of leadership development. Covenant groups also have the power to deepen congregants' commitments to UU values and to build sustained relationships between members and
friends within the congregation.
Because the Covenant Group Committee has no budget, we welcome contributions to help defray the
$200 donation to Peoria for the training. The donation will help fund the Peoria congregation's Assistant
Minister, Lynnda White, who was ALUUC’s Intern Minister several years ago.
In January, members of the pilot covenant group will share their experiences, and interested members
and friends will be able to sign up for a covenant group. Our goal is to have one group that meets after
Sunday service and at least one group that meets at another time. Participants are asked to make a commitment to meet regularly - twice a month from February through May.
To learn more, visit http://www.aluuc.org/aluuc-covenant-groups; you can also contact Stu Jacobson or
email covenantgroups@aluuc.org.

Urgent—Newsletter Editor Needed!
We are seeking a newsletter co-editor! Our fabulous co-editor Marissa DeWeese is taking
a break from the ALUUC Focus. Beginning with the January issue (Our next issue!),
we’re looking for someone to take her place.
The newsletter is currently created in Publisher software and training will be provided if
needed. Please contact Marissa (email@aluuc.org), Cheryl (office@aluuc.org),
Rev. Woulfe (minister@aluuc.org) or Kim (president@aluuc.org) for more information.
The Facilities Committee would like to thank Consign & Design, a local
business, for the donation of a bookcase for RE use. Gwen Childs found a
suitable one there, and when she mentioned that it was for our church, they
insisted that it was free. What a delightful surprise!
This is a lovely store located at 2412 Denver Drive, Springfield, Illinois,
which is near the North Lowe’s. They sell gently used furniture and home
decor items. Thanks, also, to Larry Muir and Kitty Wrigley for picking it up
and delivering it.

Coffee Hour—Every Sunday!
Join us every Sunday morning after service for coffee and conversation!
If you are interested in helping out in the Kitchen on a Sunday, click here to sign up or
contact Marissa at email@aluuc.org. Volunteers can expect to make the coffee and hot water, put
snacks on a table and cups on a cart, and make sure dishes are cleaned and surfaces wiped down.
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From the Choir
December is a time of many celebrations about light and love, and the various religious songs reflect
that theme. Winter Solstice celebrates the change of the sunlight making our days longer. Chanukah
celebrates enough oil to fuel the miracle of light eight days. Christmas is a celebration of Jesus' birth
bringing light to the world of evil and darkness. Obviously there are more religious holidays celebrating
light and love, and during the ALUUC Christmas Eve service, these traditions are recognized by the
lighting of candles.
With two services on Sunday, December 24th, the choir will only be singing at the Christmas Eve service and not the regular Sunday service. As usual, the congregation will be singing traditional Christmas
carols. However, the choir music will add songs that may be new for our congregation to hear. We will
not only be recognizing the celebration of Jesus' birth in song, but extend this celebrated idea. One of
the choir pieces will be about the celebration of all children's births as a miracle of "light of love and joy
extend.". This song, "All Around the Child", whose words and music are by the UU musician, Jim
Scott, is really beautiful and eye opening. It is marked to be sung "in traditional carol style", though the
harmonies are wonderfully different than most people think of for a carol. It was written in 2002. You
may know of Jim Scott because he also has written hymns #167, 316, 347, 1017, 1052, 1054, 1059,
1062, and 1068 for our hymnals. To learn more about Jim Scott, his official website is jimscottmusic.com. For a sneak preview of the lyrics to his song which we will sing on Christmas Eve, below are
the first and fourth verses.
Ancient story lived again, dark of longest night.
Birth of innocence and hope kindles our delight.
All celebrate the labor's end.
Forth in laughter, tear and smile.
Light of love and joy extend all around the child.
Vision for humanity, all around the child.
Loving as one family, all around the child.
Life passages well understood, known and felt around the earth;
Rich or poor we each are blessed by the miracle of birth.
Sincerely,
Kathy Schultz, choir director
choir@aluuc.org
Rev. Martin Woulfe will be on vacation from Friday, December 29 until Saturday, January 13. Any pastoral care concerns during that time should be directed to Delinda Chapman or Jodi Perko.

Milestones
The Program Committee is pleased to
share that Milestones will be included
during the following worship services
during December:
December 3 — Sung Milestones
December 10 — Traditional Milestones

In Memoriam
Former member, Sumanta
Mitra, M.D., 79, passed
away on Monday, November
27, 2017 at his residence in
Springfield. Kirlin-Egan &
Butler Funeral Home (900 S.
6th Street) is in charge of his
funeral arrangements.

Come to Preview Dinner for the first chance to buy your favorite items!
Please support our vendors and our congregants who have made lovely items for you!

Invite your friends and introduce them to our community of friends!
No time Holiday Baking? Please let us help you with that!
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From the Program Committee

Summer Program Ideas Welcome
In the UU tradition, the minister is not in the pulpit over the summer. The Program Committee has begun amassing topics and issuing invitations for summer speakers. Your ideas are welcome.
You do not need to say “please see if Jane Doe is available for xyz topic.” Your idea can be a subject,
speaker, or broad area of focus. Topics for UU sermons can cover a wide range of ideas, including but
not limited to spiritual, current events, life challenges, or experiences that could apply to or inform others.
Each year several members of the congregation offer ideas and volunteer to impart them. If you are passionate about a subject, please consider presenting yourself as well as your concept for a twenty-minute
talk.
Martin is always among the most enthusiastic presenters of ideas, and he provided a link to a UU website that presents “sermon sparks.” These are characterized as teasers to inspire other ministers or to
prompt reflection for other religious leaders. Whether you want to submit a topic idea or not, reading
these sparks would be interesting.
You can submit ideas to program.com@aluuc.org or to any of the committee members - Craig Bailey,
Diana DeWeese, Phil Gregg, Beverly Holmes, Martha Plog, Kathy and Ed Schultz, Penny WollanKriel, Martin or Elaine Orr, chair. You are welcome to attend the next committee meeting, December
10, noon, in the Fuller Room.

Our Emergency Closure Policy
www.aluuc.org/emergency-closures
When inclement weather strikes, a main furnace is broken, or some other emergency has happened,
our main concern is for the safety of our congregants. It is up to individuals to determine whether or
not they feel safe coming to church in these situations.
On very rare occasions, church services (and other events scheduled that day) may be cancelled due
to poor weather conditions. On a Sunday, the decision will be made before 8:00am that morning.
If a Sunday Service is cancelled, we will try to notify the congregation in several ways, including:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Posting a message on our Website and Social Media.
Emailing church members and friends.
Encouraging “word of mouth” communications.
Contacting by phone those members and friends who are without digital communications.
If possible, putting a note on the door.
If possible, through traditional media (newspaper, radio, etc.)

Unforeseen situations may prevent these methods of communication, in which case we will use
whatever means we can to notify congregants of the closure. For ALUUC events other than Sunday
Services, cancellations will be determined by event leader. It is the responsiblility of the event leader
to communicate the cancellation with the participants.

Not receiving ALUUC announcement or newsletter emails?
Check your spam folder and mark the message ‘not spam’.
On Gmail, read ALUUC email in the Promotions tab.
Questions? See Marissa or email@aluuc.org. More at www.ALUUC.org/email
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Fundraise for ALUUC While You Shop!
Are you an Amazon customer? Now you can help ALUUC!
When Amazon customers shop on smile.amazon.com,
the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate
0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to the charitable organizations selected by customers.
For example, if you make a $100 purchase, Amazon
will donate 50 cents to ALUUC.
How does it work?
1. Sign in to your Amazon account using the on
smile.amazon.com link.
2. Put your cursor over “Account & Lists” from the navigation at the top of any page.
3. Click on “Your AmazonSmile” from the lists.
4. On the right side of the page, if you have already selected ALUUC, you will see Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Location: Springfield, IL | Year
Founded: 1995.
5. If you don‘t see this, click on the “Change Charity” button.
6. Below “Or pick your own charitable organization”, type in
“Abraham Lincoln Unitarian” (without the quotes) and click Search.
7. Select Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist, and click Select.
Every time you make a new purchase on Amazon, be sure to start at smile.amazon.com!
Learn more at www.aluuc.org/amazon-smile.

FABULOUS FUNDRAISING—Shop with Scrip!
Scrip is a cooperative that allows congregation members to buy gift cards to national retailers at face value. A percentage of each card sold comes back to
ALUUC. Gas stations, grocery and clothing stores, drugstores and restaurants
are well-represented on the list of 400+ vendors.
Go to www.aluuc.org/about-aluuc/members/scrip-program for step-by-step instructions on
how to register for this program. Use the code provided by Kerri to join the ALUUC’s program. Scrip gift cards are sent to ALUUC; members then can pick them up and use them.
Many scrip cards are reloadable, and you can also buy scrip as a ScripNow eCard, which
can be printed from your computer and used immediately.
Our next order deadline is December 10 (so that orders can be put in before the holidays). Please contact Kerri Skrudland at scrip@aluuc.org or 891-4675 for more information
about this exciting program.
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ALUUC Social Justice Committee (SJC) Update
Please listen for the Social Justice Moment during the Sunday Service Announcements. It will let you
know what you can do to promote social justice.

ALUUC/ CYFS Annual Children’s Holiday Party December 10, 2017
This is the last time ALUUC’s own Jennifer Manthei can organize this party for children in care. We
need one or several kind souls to work with Jennifer this year & then organize the party next year. This
includes:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Reserving the sanctuary and kitchen for the second Sunday in December
Putting the blurbs in the announcements and/or newsletter
Arranging to use Change-4-Change in November
Putting up the sign and soliciting some larger contributions
Delivering the funds to CYFS (Center for Youth & Family Solutions)
Making sure there is somebody at the party who can lock up afterward

If you can help, please contact Jennifer Manthei.

Winter Warming Center
ALUUC’s participation in feeding the homeless through the Winter Warming Center on Sunday evenings has begun. This is a great chance to meet other members of ALUUC while providing a much
needed and welcome meal. If you would like to be a part of this effort in person or pocket book please
contact Michelle Green.

Other Community Opportunities for Helping Homelessness
St. John’s Breadline 430 N. 5th St., Springfield, IL 62702, (217) 528-6098. Volunteer to serve
meals weekdays 7:30-10:00 am or 1:30–4:00 pm; 10 am–1:30 pm weekends & holidays. Groups welcome. cc.dio.org/programs/st-johns-breadline Contact Vinnie Gupta. He is a regular here. (thanks Vinnie)
Helping Hands 1023 E. Washington Springfield, IL 62703, (217) 522-0048. Arrange to provide a
meal: www.helpinghandsofspringfield.org, click the meal train picture; select & book a date. Or call 5220048 ext 5; Brandy. (thanks Delinda Chapman)

Immigration Ativities
SJC members began a community wide coalition last April to look at education, support and advocacy around immigrant and refugee issues. This group is based on the principles of inclusion and creating
communities where everyone feels welcome, including immigrants. With many community partners, activities, so far, have included: Right to Know trainings for the immigrant community and its allies; hosting a September Mexican Consulate Clinic to assist Mexican nationals in updating records; and drafting
the Welcoming City Resolution. Unfortunately this resolution, with ALUUC as a signer, was tabled at
the last City Council meeting. If you would like to participate or learn more contact Meg Evans or Larry
Golden.

Change-4-Change — Thank you for your most appreciated and needed generosity.

C-4-C

December: Founded in 1977, the Illinois Coalition Against Sexual Assault
(ICASA) is a not-for-profit corporation of 32 community-based sexual assault crisis centers working together to end sexual violence. Each center provides 24-hour crisis intervention, counseling and advocacy services for victims of sexual assault and their significant
Continued on page 11
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others. ICASA also works to build safe, just communities through: 1) advocacy for public policy that
promotes prevention, supports victims and advances justice; and 2) activism and prevention education to
change cultural norms, end oppression and promote equality. Checks to ALUUC with ICASA noted in
the memo line.
November’s collection raised $644.09 for the ALUUC/CYFS annual Children in Care Holiday Party.
“The Center for Youth & Family Solutions engages & serves children & families in need with dignity,
compassion, and respect by building upon individual & community strengths to resolve life challenges
together More information at https://cyfsolutions.org Checks to ALUUC with CYFS Party noted in
the memo line.

LOCAL CENTERS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVITIES
UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois) — A great site for local social justice activities in Illinois. Our connection to this group is Deb Hagan. For more information and/or Email alerts:
www.uuani.org or www.facebook.com/UUANI.
Action Illinois — This local, grassroots group was created to: build a better future for our kids &
grandkids; spread positive change in a world of injustice & inequality; move forward with heads high &
get our voices heard; & rage onward for what is right. For more information and/or action alerts:
www.facebook.com/ActionIllinois1.
Faith Coalition for the Common Good (FCCG) — FCCG is a local association of over 25
churches (including ALUUC), faith-based organizations and labor unions providing opportunities to
work on SJC focuses of Antiracism, Immigration & Homelessness with people of different faith traditions. Much of their work is done through 4 task forces: Education, Jobs and Economic Equity, Civic Engagement & Policy Involvement, and CUJO (Citizens United for Justice &Order). ALUUC members are
on these task forces and would love to have you join them. Please contact the FCCG office at
www.faithcoalition-il.org or Shelley Heideman at 544-2297. Information on upcoming task force meetings call the office or go to faithcoalition-il.org/what-we-do/ for a meetings calendar under News and
Events. There is strength in numbers and diversity folks. (thanks Stu Jacobson for this information)

SJC Regular Meetings
We meet on the 3rd Sunday of the month after service. Next meeting 12/17, 12 noon Everyone welcome; we could use your concerns and ideas.
— Nancy Derrig and Meg Evans, SJC Co-Chairs

Greater Springfield
Interfaith Association
Tuesday, December 5, 11:45am-1:30pm
Join us for the annual monthly Interfaith Meeting which
will be held at the Hindu Temple (1001 W Walnut St,
Chatham, IL) on Tuesday, December 5. Members &
friends of ALUUC are invited to attend. Please bring
your own lunch.

Martin Luther King Jr
Breakfast
Sign up to attend
the Frontiers
International Martin
Luther King Jr
Breakfast on Monday January 15.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults
meet in the Fuller room, from 6:00-8:00pm.
A COURSE in MIRACLES RE CLASS
A goal of A Course in Miracles
Please let Rev. Woulfe (minister@aluuc.org) know
is to train us to listen to God’s
if childcare is needed.
voice, the Holy Spirit. This extension of God’s mind serves as MEN’S GROUP
our inner guide, who will direct our thoughts, tellThe Men’s Group meets on
ing us exactly what to do, and directing all our efthe first and third
forts. To be truly effective, we must learn to rely on
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm.
our own internal teacher rather than looking for
We vary our meeting locations between church and
help outside ourselves. We are thus guided to disnearby restaurants. Join us for insightful discussion,
cover our own God-given function. As we are led
dinner, drinks and merriment. Feel free to bring
from the world of the ego to the world of love, our
thought provoking books, articles or poems for experception of ourselves as separated persons is cor- amination and reflection. Contact Jim Curran to get
rected, and we remember our higher, or true Self.
on the mailing list for meeting locations and details
We remember we were created by God as His
(mensgroup@aluuc.org or phone).
Child, and we are enabled to accept the Christ
within, and to see with Christ’s vision. We recogNEWS GROUP
nize our oneness with God, our Self, and all our
The News Group meets on the first
brothers, and are able, finally, to “teach only love,”
Thursday of each month at 7pm.
which is our true function as Children of God.
Join us on Thursday, December 7
We meet in the Barton classroom at ALUUC at at the ALUUC in the Channing Room. If you
6pm every Tuesday (except we may decide to skip have any questions call Kurt DeWeese, by phone or
December 26) to read and discuss these concepts
email at newsgroup@aluuc.org.
and how they apply to our lives. Questions? Please
email acim@aluuc.org.
PAGAN GROUP
Please join the ALUUC Pagan Group
Saturday, December 16 for Yule. The
DREAM GROUP
This is an opportunity for folks to disWinter Solstice is cold, true, but it also
cuss their dreams in a relaxed, friendly,
marks the light half of the year returninformal setting. The Dream Group is
ing. Come celebrate with us as we welusing an online format for our conver- come the returning light.
sations about participant’s dreams. Occasionally
Set up begins at 5 pm, and ritual begins at 6
we’ll have informal gatherings. For more informapm. Be sure to bring anything you would like to set
tion, call or email Phil Gregg by phone or at
on the altar. Also bring your drums, instruments,
uudreamgroup@aluuc.org.
and other noise makers. We will have ritual, drumming, singing, and a yummy potluck dinner — so
please bring a dish to share.
EXPLORING OUR UU HISTORY CLASS
How familiar are you with the major
For questions or more information, please configures and events of the Unitarianism tact Tracy Zieber.
and Universalism? In this class, you
Happy Winter!
will explore some of the defining moments of our particular liberal tradiHIKING GROUP
tion – including the importance of Miguel Servetus,
Thank you for some amazing hikes!
the Socinians, Transcendentalism, Humanism, the
We’ll resume in Spring 2018. Have any
three main branches of Universalism, etc.
questions? Email Jim Curran at
Rev. Woulfe has been leading this six week
hiking@aluuc.org.
series, which ends on December 6th. The class will
Continued on page 13
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults (cont’d)
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
HUMANIST GROUP
The ALUUC Book Group will not
Our ALUUC Humanist Group emphasizes
meet in December. For our meeting
humanitarianism as a way of life with core
on Tuesday, January 23 at 7pm in
values of dignity, equality, and social justice
the Channing Room, we will be disfor all individuals. We routinely discuss matcussing Louise Perry’s A Rule Against Murder. For
ters of morality/ethical values, separation of
questions, email Penny Wollan-Kriel at bookchurch and state, science/evolution/neuroscience,
group@aluuc.org.
behavioral economics and occasionally nonpartisan politics as it relates to the human spirit.
Programs focus on humanity book reviews and/or
All groups must reserve their meeting
media presentations followed by lively group disspace in advance for meetings and/or
cussion. Other formats can and will be considered
events through Office Manager Cheryl
by Chair Sarah Iaiennaro.
Wycoff at office@aluuc.org.
The Humanist Group will not meet in December due to the holidays. Have questions? Contact
Sarah Iainnaro at humanistgroup@aluuc.org.
The following will not take place in December,
but will resume in 2018:
●
●
●

Game Night
Documentary & Discussion Series
Movie Night

Flowers
December 3 — available
December 10 — Penny Wollan-Kriel
December 17 — Kitty Wrigley
December 24 — available
December 31 — available
As always your tax-deductible $20
donation is payable the week before
the Sunday requested. Thank you!
Vi Lanum, Flower Committee,
flower@aluuc.org

Labyrinth Walk
Friday, December 15, 7 – 9 pm
Looking for a spiritual exercise?
Join us for our monthly meditative
walk on Friday, December 15. This
method is a unique, ancient pathway
to greater spirituality that incorporates body and consciousness. Each walk starts at 7 pm. There will also be an
opportunity to receive a Oneness Blessing before and after
you walk; those who wish to stay after the walk may join
in a UU Communion held in Rev. Woulfe’s office.

ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays) on the Third
Monday of every month. The next meeting will be held at ALUUC on Monday, December 18 at
7pm. This is a safe and confidential gathering of LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and
Queer) people, their families, friends and allies to meet and share. This PFLAG group is open to all
and welcomes your energy! Visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/PFLAGSpringfieldIL.
To contact the group by email: pflag-springfieldil_1@juno.com.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

3

9:20 Choir
Rehearsal

4

Sunday Service
Change for Change
collection: ICASA
Sung Milestones
Human Rights 10
Day
9:20 Choir
Rehearsal
Sunday Service
Traditional
Milestones
Scrip Deadline

5
*11:45 GSIA
Meeting
6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
class

11

12
6pm Board
Mtg.

6 3-7 pm
6 pm
FINAL
UU History
class
*6:30 pm
Mens Group

13
Hanukkah
Starts

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
class

7

Cookie
Drop-off

7 pm
News Group
7:15 pm
Meditation

14
6 pm
Membership
Com. Mtg.
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

8

Arts & Craft Fair
Preview
Night
6-8 pm

7 pm
Labyrinth
Walk

18
7 pm
PFLAG
Mtg.

31

Sunday Service

19

20
Hanukkah
Ends

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles *6:30 pm
class Mens Group

25 Kwanzaa 26

*5 pm Open
House Party
@ Rev. Woulfe’s

27

21

22

Winter
Solstice
10:28 CST
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

28

29

Jan. 1

New
Year’s
Day

Jan. 2

*11:45 GSIA
Meeting
6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
Kwanzaa
class
Ends

Jan. 3

Jan. 4

7 pm
News Group

30
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles
class
(tentative)

23
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

Starts

6 pm Christmas
Eve Service
Benevolence Fund
Collection
New Year’s Eve

Meditation
12 pm
Pageant
Rehearsal

6 pm
Pagan Group:
Yule Celebration
Preparations
begin at 5pm

12pm RE Com. Mtg.
12pm SJC Mtg.
Christmas Eve 24
9:20 Choir
Rehearsal
Sunday Service

Regular
Hours
10 am-3 pm

15 9:30 am Zen 16

12 pm Program
Committee Mtg.
12 pm Green
Sanctuary Mtg.
12:30 pm CYFS
X-mas Party setup.
9:20 Choir
17
Rehearsal
Sunday Service
Holiday Pageant

9

Jan. 5

Jan. 6

9:30 am Zen
Meditation

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

* indicates event takes place off-site.
Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.

Contact Information
Clergy:
Minister
Minister Emeritus

Rev. Martin Woulfe
Rev. Berkley Moore

minister@aluuc.org
ministeremeritus@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Frank Darneille
Pat Marshall
Tracy Zieber
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
dre@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Director RE
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

ALUUC

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Kim Villanueva
Debby Hagan
Dianne Roberts
Alison Stachera
Bob Croteau
Bonnie Ettinger
Tom Henehan
Larry Muir
Lara Quivey
Posy Robertson

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

62711

(217)
Gwen Childs
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Marissa DeWeese
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
Phil Anderson
Stu Jacobson
Kurt DeWeese
Jim Curran
Debby Hagan & Carol Kneedler
Carol Kneedler & Dianne Roberts
Delinda Chapman
Frank Kopecky
Elaine Orr
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Nancy Derrig
Meg Evans & Tracy Zieber

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org
webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
covenantgroups@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
membership@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
re@aluuc.org
socialjustice@aluuc.org
wcc@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
- Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
- Covenant Groups
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)
Social Justice
- Welcoming Congregations

Road
Springfield, IL

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

745 Woodside

585-9550

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 60 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
745 Woodside Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711
217-585-9550

