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When I am abroad, I quickly become aware of
discrepancies between certain experiences there and my
expecta ons which have been fashioned at home. These
discrepancies are o en subtle. For example, at any
restaurant in Spain, I no ce that they set out salt but never
pepper. A waiter may bring water, but not ice water. That
same person will act surprised if I leave a p. And so on.
We are all of course creatures of habits, and our habits no doubt vary from
one individual to another. The persons with whom we frequently associate
reinforce our sense of the norm. It is when we enter a new environment that we
may perceive the extent that we diﬀer from others.
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Keeping in mind that August is a month when families and individuals o en
look for a new faith community, imagine what it must be like for a person to join
us for the ﬁrst me, be it special interest func on or a worship service. They may
be relieved to have successfully navigated themselves to our loca on but they
might nonetheless be a bit nervous. How will our reality mesh with their
expecta ons? Perhaps they belonged to a diﬀerent faith community years ago,
or perhaps they have never been a member of one. We might wonder how such
persons might diﬀer in their expecta ons. Either way, they might well wonder
themselves how they will be received here ‐ with a warm welcome, a suspicious
glance, or will they be ignored?
What will be familiar and what will seem foreign to new eyes and ears? Will
the invariable discrepancies be subtle, perhaps even refreshing? Will they
encourage ‐ or discourage ‐ a future visit? True, we provide a "guest packet" but
do we do all we can to treat them truly as our guests? What are the simple
ac ons that we might do to transform a "stranger in a strange land" to someone
who is known and appreciated? Let us be mindful of those who visit us, and ever
gracious ‐ a er all, we too were strangers once.
Sincerely, Rev. Mar n Woulfe, minister@aluuc.org

ALUUC is a Welcoming
Congregation

Originally published in FOCUS in August 2008

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congrega on is a religious community of individuals coming together for
spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical tradi ons of every person and honor their
cultural tradi ons, ages, abili es, economic status, race, sexual orienta on and gender.
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Membership Committee Update
The ALUUC Membership Commi ee is enjoying the summer, but we already have some
big plans coming for the fall!
Thank you to everyone who recently ﬁlled in their volunteer informa on on the back
of the new ﬁscal year pledge cards. We’ve been going over the informa on and we’re
proud of all the wonderful eﬀorts made by members and friends who help keep ALUUC
running. The Membership Commi ee will be contac ng those who have expressed
interest in the commi ee’s work and/or becoming a Sunday morning Usher or Greeter. Expect to hear from
us soon!
If you missed the opportunity to share your interests for volunteerism on the back of the pledge card,
never fear ‐ be watching the newsle er for informa on about the upcoming ALUUC Involvement Expo.
Tradi onally held near the start of the new liturgical year, the Involvement Expo will be packed with displays
and informa on about all of ALUUC’s commi ees, groups, and the many ways in which we can all become
involved.
In the mean me, though, get ready for a new Pathways to Membership session this August. On Sunday
August 5th and 6th Rev. Mar n Woulfe and Membership Coordinator Tracy ZIeber will host the ﬁrst Pathways
of the new liturgical year. We will share our spiritual stories in session one, and in sessions two and three we
will learn the history of Unitarian Universalism, and look toward the future of ALUUC. Please be sure to
contact us at welcome@aluuc.org for more informa on.
And thanks to Kitchen Coordinator Marissa DeWeese and Rev. Mar n Woulfe, we’re already working on
coordina ng Pathways and Potlucks far into the fall and beyond.
Please be sure to join us for the next Membership Commi ee mee ng on Thursday, Aug. 16, at 6pm. For
more informa on please email membership@aluuc.org.
For more informa on about Pathways, or to volunteer as a Sunday morning Usher or Greeter, please
contact Tracy Zieber at welcome@aluuc.org
Tracy Zieber, Membership Coordinator welcome@aluuc.org

COFFEE HOUR
Join us every Sunday morning a er service for
coﬀee and conversa on!
If you are interested in helping out in the kitchen
on Sunday, click here to sign
up or contact
email@aluuc.org

FLOWERS
Aug 5 ‐ Available
Aug 12 ‐ Roy Hinds
Aug 19 ‐ Available
Aug 26 ‐ Bonnie E nger
As always your tax‐deduc ble $20 dona on is
payable the week before the Sunday requested.
Thank you!
Vi Lanum, Flower Commi ee, ﬂower@aluuc.org
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Sunday Morning Services
10:30 am
August 5 2018
Reﬁnishing Lives
Megan Shomide, Program Graduate Wooden It Be Lovely of Douglas Ave. United Methodist Church
Learn how this nonproﬁt empowers impoverished women by teaching them to put used furniture to new
purposes.
“Change for Change” collec on for Wooden It Be Lovely
August 12, 2018
Singing the Journey with Joy
Kathy Schultz, ALUUC Choir Director
This hymn sing service will use the supplement teal hymnal, Singing the Journey. Congregants submi ed
favorite songs from this hymnal. Notes about the songs and composers will be shared.
August 19, 2018
Choosing Hope Is Hard
Sheila Quirke, Freelance Writer
Everyone lives with challenges. Sheila's greatest challenges revolved around her daughter's cancer diagnosis,
treatment, and death. Her daily prac ce of "choosing hope" helped her remain present during those diﬃcult
days. She will talk about what choosing hope means for her and how it is now more important than ever.
Following the service there will be a “Sundae Sunday” Ice Cream Social ‐ All Are Welcome!
August 26, 2018
Making Connec ons & Covenants
Rev. Woulfe & the Covenant Group Commi ee
Whether you are new to ALUUC or have been ac ve for years, we all can appreciate the deep human desire to
be heard by others and to feel connected with one another. In this service, we will oﬀer an opportunity to
appreciate the dynamics & beneﬁts of joining a Covenant Group.
September 2, 2018
A Time, A Place, A People: The Spirit of the Labor Movement
Susan Solon, Member Interna onal Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
The Labor movement’s past and the present from a personal perspec ve. Susan’s talk will be grounded in the
rust belt and will be sad, anthemic, and rock‐n‐roll! And it will end on a high note.
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Eco Camp Update
Another Wonderful, Exci ng, and BUSY Eco Camp!
ALUUC volunteers hosted our 6th Annual Eco Camp, our signature free ecology day
camp for youth and teens. From July 23 – 27, 60 campers learned about the
environment, science, and created a lot of beau ful arts and cra s. This year’s them
was “Many Forms of Bravery”. They were assisted by two dozen helpful teen
counselors (prefects), many of whom were former campers!
For Monday for Spirit Day, new campers were sorted by the Sor ng Hat into the camp houses – Fullerpuﬀ,
Emerstonian, Darwinton, and Alclaw –
where they would play games and bond
closer with their fellow campers who had
been sorted into those houses during
previous camps. The houses created their
own unique house chants, which they
prac ced o en and loudly! A er receiving
their class robes, reusable water bo les,
sunglasses, reusable cinchbags, and wands
(of course), campers were ready for camp!
In the a ernoon, campers discovered their
personal animal patronuses (protec ve
animal spirits) with the help of local art
teacher Julie Hulvey.
A camper is sorted by the Sorting Hat, with the assistance of prefects
On Tuesday for Air Day, campers learned
(Cordelia Anderson and Andi Perko) and Professor Flippy (Phil
about bees from Carolyn Gerberding, bats Anderson). Photo by Angela Wright.
from Todd “Bat Doctor” Aus n, wind and
clouds from Deborah Cavanaugh‐Grant,
kites from Diana DeWeese, birds from
Donna Holinga at the IL Audobon Society.
There were also special visits from the
Scovill Zoo and their animals, and from
Kris Morris from the IL Environmental
Protec on Agency to learn about the water
cycle and erosion. Professor Prim (Eugena
Aus n) helped campers create some gooey
slimes!
On Wednesday for Fire Day, campers
learned about Global Warming via a huge
interac ve game of tag, and got a visit from
the local Springﬁeld Fire Department,
Engine #11. Virginia Forrer and Jim Curran Deb Hagan helps Nea Wolf heat up her crayon art with fire! Photo by
Jim Curran.
led a walk through our prairie; Michelle
Knox from WindSolarUSA taught campers
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about Solar Power; Elaine Orr taught a lesson
on volcanoes; Marissa DeWeese led campers
in some wacky ﬁre experiments; Deb Hagan
led students in a relaxing medita on; and
Melissa Bernhardt, Deb Hagan and numerous
other adults and prefects helped campers
create beau ful drip art using ﬁre and crayons.
Professor Prim’s cra s that day were ornate
wooden wish boxes and ni y medita on
bo les.
On Thursday for Earth Day, Professor Flippy
(Phillip Anderson) led all campers in crea ng
Students are taken on a walk through our Prairie by Virginia Forrer
crea ve slogans for Saturday’s Ac on at the
and Jim Curran. Photo by Jim Curran.
Farmer’s Market. Bob “Solar Bob” Croteau
taught students about solar energy; David
Ca on led a class about human dwellings and
energy eﬃciency; Tabitha brought the creepy
and crawly with a selec on of diﬀerent bugs
and insects; Meg Higgins from Wild Birds
Unlimited taught a class about birds and
created bird feeders; and Van Grissom from
the Department of Natural Resources brought
numerous ﬁsh species to learn about water
conserva on. Professor Prim’s students
painted rocks to brighten up our community.
On Friday, to start the morning oﬀ, the
EarthKeepers Childrens Choir, led by Kathy
Schultz, pianist Bonnie E nger and assisted by The EarthKeepers Children's Choir performs for fellow campers,
prefects, and volunteers. Photo by Edward Anderson
Kevin Loop performed the songs they were
going to sing on Sunday. Then came Water
Day ac vi es, complete with an epic reusable
water balloon ﬁght (30 minutes long!), and
numerous other ac vi es like a water slide
and bounce house, bubbles large and small,
and kiddie pools. A er a pizza lunch, campers
were unleashed on Hogsmeade, where they
could spend their good behavior galleons on
bu er beer and other tasty treats, donated
books & toys, temporary ta oos, a pe ng
zoo, and even fortune telling. It was then me
to go home *sniﬀ*.
But, for a ﬁnal hurrah, it was our Saturday
Day of Ac on at the Springﬁeld Farmers
Campers eat lots of vegetables...and cookies! Photo by Kathy Rem.
Market, where camper marched up and down
the sidewalks, chan ng about the importance
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Eco Camp Update Continued
of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle (and Repair), and to
limit the use of plas c. On Sunday, we had our
gradua on ceremony and another
performance by the choir.
Many thanks to our main volunteers: Elaine
Orr, our Kitchen Goddess; Edward Anderson,
kitchen helper and prefect; Diana DeWeese,
Registrar; Marissa DeWeese, Prefect Wrangler;
Philip Anderson, Professor Flippy; Melissa
Bernhardt, Eco Camp Fairy (check out her hats)
and all‐around volunteer; Eugena Aus n, Cra
Mistress; Tabitha Bernhardt, all‐around
volunteer; Chris McGuiness, all‐around
Campers and Teachers assemble at the Springfield Farmers Market
volunteer (and Jonesy, too); Dan Vining, all‐
to march about taking care of our Earth. Photo by Jim Curran.
around volunteer and go‐to‐man, and Je a
Raison, all‐around volunteer and prefect.
Thank you also to our many, many other volunteers including: Bonnie E nger, Kathy Schultz, Kevin Loop,
Kurt DeWeese, Larry Muir, Ki y Wrigley, Alison Stachera, Eric Stachera, Kim Villanueva, Jan Droegkamp, Juliet
Slack, Vinnie Gupta, Jim Custer, Deb Hagan, Jim Curran, Penny Wollan‐Kriel, Tina Benne , Beth Emery, Kathy
Rem, Tracy McCaﬀrey, Pat Woods, Tracy Zieber, our volunteers who baked cookies, crocheted reusable water
balloons, worked in the kitchen to feed our campers, and the many adults who taught classes (listed above). If
we le your name out, many apologies!
Special thanks to our dozens of hardworking and friendly teen
prefects, without whom Eco Camp would not be as magical as it
was. And last but not least, the many individuals who donated
food, materials, and money towards Eco Camp. Without you, Eco
Camp would not happen. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
See everyone June 22, 2019!

Eco Camp Fairy and Volunteer Melissa
Bernhardt with all 4 of her classic element hats.
Photo by Jim Curran.
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ALUUC Essay Contest
HOW TO PRACTICE NON-VIOLENCE ESSAY CONTEST
ALUUC will give an award of $100 to a child of a member or a friend of
ALUUC who writes the best essay as to how to prac ce non‐violence.
The essay should have at least 500 words.
The essays should be submi ed to :
Vinod Gupta by October 31, 2018.

Covenant Group Update
SUNDAY COVENANT GROUP WORK DAY
AT THE PRAIRIE
To fulﬁll their commitment of comple ng a service
project for ALUUC, the Sunday Covenant Group
spent an evening working in the ALUUC prairie. Greg
Greeley, Anna Sabin and Virginia Forrer numbered
the ﬂags, marking and photographing special plants
along the newly created path.
The photographs will provide a photographic
history of the prairie that can help track changes in the prairie over me. Carol Kneedler and Tony Gambiani
plo ed out the prairie and made an amazing map of the newly created trail no ng the placement of the
numbered ﬂags ‐ another way of documen ng change. It was a wonderful evening – not too hot with
members feeling a sense of accomplishment and camaraderie that comes from working together. Other
members of the covenant group who were unable to make the prairie work day are Chris ne Raﬀaele and
Chris Mc Ginnis.
Anyone interested in working in the prairie ‐ either weeding or surveying plants, insects, birds or animals in
the prairie ‐ please contact Becky Croteau or Virginia Forrer.

Saturday, August 18th
for the Celebration of Life for
Betty Florian
A Celebra on of Life for Be y Florian is scheduled for Saturday, August 18,
beginning at 4 pm. Be y passed away on May 29, 2018 at the age of 73 at
Memorial Medical Center. She is survived by her beloved husband Tony, and
two sons, Jonathan and David. A recep on will follow the Celebra on.
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ALUUC Social Justice Committee (SJC) Update
Sunday Service SJ Moment lets you know what you can do to promote social jus ce.

ALUUC Get Out the Vote Campaign
The 5th Principle of Unitarian Universalism is the right of conscience and the use of
the democra c process within our congrega ons and in society at large. Promo ng
voter engagement both inside and our Church walls is an ideal opportunity to ac vely
live our values. Here are 7 ques ons from the UUA based on our 7 Principles to guide
in the selec on of candidates and vote your UU values this elec on season.
h ps://www.uua.org/pressroom/stories/vote‐your‐values
1. Do your policy proposals reﬂect the inherent worth and dignity of every person?
2. If elected, how will your everyday decisions demonstrate jus ce, equity and compassion in human
rela ons?
3. How will you encourage acceptance and growth in one another across party lines?
4. What insights have you learned from your own search for truth and meaning that will guide you as a
poli cal leader?
5. What ideas do you have to improve our democra c process?
6. Within our interna onal community, how will you work towards a goal of world community with
peace, liberty and jus ce for all?
7. Acknowledging our interdependence, how will your decisions impact our planet and future
genera ons?
Thanks for vo ng your Unitarian Universalist values this elec on season.
This is a real chance to change things!
Contact Nancy Derrig or Meg Evans to get involved at any level. (Thanks to Meg for this & her organizing)

Change 4 Change ‐ Thank you for your most appreciated and needed generosity.
A Change in Change 4 Change
You are always most generous in the 1st Sunday of the month Change 4 Change collec on
and the organiza ons have been very apprecia ve. Since many of you have expressed a
desire to do more to help, the organiza ons will now have a representa ve at a table
during coﬀee hour providing more informa on. Please visit them. SJC hopes you like this
change.

C-4-C

August 2018 ‐ Wooden It Be Lovely, a ministry of Douglas Avenue United Methodist Church. Their Rev.
Margaret Jessup will be our speaker and will be available during coﬀee hour to provide informa on on
volunteering. Wooden It Be Lovely’s mission is to oﬀer hope and employment to mothers healing from
lives of poverty, addic on and abuse. The mothers are employed to refurbish and sell donated wooden
furniture alongside church and community volunteers while their young children are cared for
onsite. This transi onal employment empowers mothers to move towards lives of economic stability and
enhanced well‐being for themselves and their children. Please make checks to ALUUC with Wooden It Be
Lovely noted in the memo line.
Continued on page 7

Page 9

Continued from page 6

July 2018 ‐ We raised $268.22 for UU Prison Ministry of Illinois (UUPMI). Their mission is to equip Illinois
UUs to transform ins tu ons and support people harmed by the prison industrial complex. Checks are s ll
accepted made out to ALUUC with UUPMI noted in the memo line.

SJC Regular Mee ngs
NO AUGUST MEETING. We usually meet the 3rd Sunday, 12 noon. The next Mee ng will be September 16, 12
Noon, Berkley Moore (was Barton) room. All are welcome; we need your concerns & ideas.
Be the change you want to see.

Recent Local Social Jus ce Community Ac ons
June 30th ‐ Na onal Families Belong Together Rally at the Old
State Capitol calling a en on to and protes ng the separa on
of families at our southern border was a ended by over 50
folks from ALUUC in spite of the scorching heat!! This rally was
planned na onally by MoveOn.org and locally organized by
Ac on Illinois. Pictured here are Kim Villanueva, Ed Schultz and
Sarah Iaiennaro.
ALUUC Get Out The Vote Campaign, through the Faith coali on
for the Common Good, has been registering voters and
providing polling place informa on. We could use you here.
Contact Meg Evans to get involved in the campaign at any level.
Pictured here are Meg Evans and Jan Droegkamp.

LOCAL CONTACTS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVITIES
UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)
A great site for local social jus ce ac vi es in Illinois. Our connec on to this group is
Deb Hagan. For more informa on and/or Email alerts: www.uuani.org or
www.facebook.com/UUANI.

Faith Coali on for the Common Good (FCCG)
FCCG is a local associa on of over 25 churches (including ALUUC), faith‐based organiza ons and labor
unions providing opportuni es to work on SJC focuses of An racism, Immigra on and Homelessness with
people of diﬀerent faith tradi ons. Much of their work is done through 4 task forces: Educa on, Jobs and
Economic Equity, Civic Engagement and Policy Involvement, and CUJO (Ci zens United for Jus ce and
Order). ALUUC members are on these task forces and would love to have you join them. Please contact
the FCCG oﬃce at www.faithcoali on‐il.org or Shelley Heideman at 544‐2297. Informa on on upcoming
task force mee ngs call the oﬃce or go to h ps://faithcoali on‐il.org/what‐we‐do/ for a mee ngs calendar
under News and Events There is strength in numbers and diversity folks. (Thanks Stu for this informa on)
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Moms Demand Ac on
Since our incep on a er the Sandy Hook Elementary mass shoo ng, Moms Demand Ac on has mobilized
mothers across the country to become the largest grassroots movement working to reduce gun violence.
Moms Demand Ac on is a program of Everytown for Gun Safety, the largest gun violence preven on
advocacy organiza on in the country, with more than 1.5 million grassroots supporters. For more
informa on on joining, volunteering, ﬁnding a local chapter, or dona ng, please go
to momsdemandac on.org. We can be found on Facebook at h ps://www.facebook.com/
MomsDemandAc on and on Twi er at @momsdemand.
Ac on Illinois
This local, grassroots group was created to: build a be er future for our kids & grandkids; spread posi ve
change in a world of injus ce & inequality; move forward with heads high & get our voices heard; & rage
onward for what is right. For more informa on and/or ac on alerts: h ps://www.facebook.com/
Ac onIllinois1.
Immigrant and Refugee Rights
1 year ago, SJC members began a diverse coali on of concerned people from businesses, non‐proﬁts, faith
communi es, Universi es and other groups last April to look at educa on, support and
advocacy around immigrant & refugee issues. The group is based on the principles of inclusion & crea ng
communi es where everyone feels welcome. Meg Evans from ALUUC and Veronica Espina are current co‐
chairs.
Accomplishments to date:
 Training: 'Springﬁeld Community Immigra on 101: Immigrant & Refugee Ally Training ' August 12
was a ended by over 40 community members.
 Civic engagement: Welcoming City Resolu on Ini a ve; Visits to State Reps during Dream Act Week of
Ac on; Dreamers Rally in Springﬁeld, IL.
 Community support: Consular services provided over 4‐days in September 2017 to downstate Illinois
Mexican na onals by the Mexican Consulate Mobile unit hosted by ALUUC; Ini al explora on of
community resources for immigrants and refugees.
We invite you to become part of this important grassroots eﬀort.
Contact Meg Evans, Larry Golden, or Rev. Woulfe minister@aluuc.org (Thanks to Meg Evans & Larry Golden
for this informa on and all their work on this)
Community Opportuni es for Helping Homelessness
St. John’s Breadline 430 N. 5th St., Springﬁeld, IL 62702, (217) 528‐6098)
Volunteer to serve meals weekdays 7:30‐10:00 am or 1:30–4:00 pm; 10 am–1:30 pm weekends & holidays.
Groups welcome. h p://cc.dio.org/programs/st‐johns‐breadline
Contact Vinnie Gupta. He is a regular here. (Thanks Vinnie)
Helping Hands 1023 E. Washington Springﬁeld, IL 62703, (217) 522‐0048
Arrange to provide a meal: h p://www.helpinghandsofspringﬁeld.org/, click the meal train picture; select &
book a date. Or call 522‐0048 ext 5; Brandy.
(Thanks Delinda Chapman)
Nancy Derrig, SJC Chair and Meg Evans, SJC Co‐chair
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2018-2019 Roster of ALUUC Committee Chairs and Board
Committee

Chair

Board Liaison

Audit

Marsh Wijetunge

Marsh Wijetunge

Commi ee on Ministry

Selected by commi ee

None

Eco Camp

Diana DeWeese & Phil Anderson

Kim Villanueva

Electronics & Communica on
Newsle er
Webmaster

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoﬀ & Elaine Gambiani
Carol Kneedler

Kim Villanueva

Endowment Trust

Roger Powers

Marsh Wijetunge

Facili es
Flowers
Aesthe cs

Gwen Childs & Kurt DeWeese
Vi Lanum
Gwen Childs

Larry Muir

Fellowship Team
Covenant Groups

TBD
Stu Jacobson

Rev. Mar n Woulfe

Finance

Kurt DeWeese

Dennis Rumme

Green Sanctuary

Jim Curran

Bob Croteau

Long‐Range Planning
Ad hoc expansion

Debby Hagan
Debby Hagan

Debby Hagan
Larry Muir

Membership

Carol Kneedler & Dianne Roberts

Dianne Roberts

Nomina ng

Gwen Childs

None

Pastoral Care

Delinda Chapman & Jodi Perko

Rev. Mar n Woulfe

Personnel

Dianne Roberts

Dianne Roberts

Program
Music

Elaine Orr
Bonnie E nger/Kathy Schultz

Bonnie E nger/Alison Stachera

Religious Educa on

Deborah Cavanaugh‐Grant

Lara Quivey

Social Jus ce
Welcoming

Nancy Derrig/Meg Evans
Meg Evans

Debby Hagan

Stewardship Campaign

TBD

All Board Members
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults
A COURSE IN MIRACLES RE CLASS
Par cipants include some who have studied A Course in Miracles for years and
have a strong understanding of the material. Others are just beginning their study
and have lots of ques ons. Wherever you are in your interest in this text, you are
welcome to join us.
A goal of A Course in Miracles is to train us to listen to God’s voice, the Holy Spirit. This extension of
God’s mind serves as our inner guide, who will direct our thoughts, telling us exactly what to do, and
direc ng all our eﬀorts. To be truly eﬀec ve, we must learn to rely on our own internal teacher rather than
looking for help outside ourselves. We are thus guided to discover our own God‐given func on. As we are
led from the world of the ego to the world of love, our percep on of ourselves as separated persons is
corrected, and we remember our higher, or true Self. We remember we were created by God as His Child,
and we are enabled to accept the Christ within, and to see with Christ’s vision. We recognize our oneness
with God, our Self, and all our brothers, and are able, ﬁnally, to “teach only love,” which is our true
func on as Children of God.
We meet in the Berkley Room at ALUUC at 6 pm every Tuesday to read and discuss these concepts and
how they apply to our lives. Ques ons? Please email acim@aluuc.org.

HUMANIST GROUP
The ALUUC Humanist Group will meet at 7 PM, Monday, August 27, at ALUUC to discuss the
book The Crisis of the Middle‐Class Cons tu on, facilitated by Frank Kopecky. “In a powerful new
book, the Vanderbilt legal scholar Ganesh Sitaraman argues that the (U.S.) Cons tu on doesn’t
merely require a par cular poli cal system but also a par cular economic one, one characterized
by a strong middle class and rela vely mild inequality. A strong middle class, Sitaraman writes,
inspires a sense of shared purpose and shared fate, without which the system of government will
fall apart.”
~ The Atlan c magazine
Ques ons? Please contact Sarah Iaiennaro at humanistgroup@aluuc.org.

HIKING GROUP
Email Jim Curran at hiking@aluuc.org for more informa on and updates on the next Hike!

All groups must reserve their mee ng space in advance for mee ngs and/or events through Oﬃce Manager
Cheryl Wycoﬀ at oﬃce@aluuc.org.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults (Continued)
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
The ALUUC Book Group will meet on Tuesday, August 28 at 7 PM in the Channing Room.
Following are the selec ons for the remainder of 2018:
August 28: Woe to Live on by Darrell Woodrell
September 25: Stories from the Round Barn by Jackie Jackson [Jackie will join us for the
mee ng]
October 23: Madison Park: A Place of Hope by Eric L. Motley
November 27: Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate
No mee ng in December
Anyone can join us for a discussion on a book of your interest.
For ques ons, email Penny Wollan‐Kriel at bookgroup@aluuc.org

NEWS GROUP
The News Group meets on the ﬁrst Thursday of each month at 7pm.
Join us on August 2nd in the Channing Room of the church. If you have any ques ons
call Kurt DeWeese, or Frank Kopecky, or email newsgroup@aluuc.org. Everyone is
welcome.

COVENANT GROUPS
Seeking a deeper connec on with your fellow UU’s?
Plan now to join the next cycle of Covenant Groups beginning this September.
Last year, more than 35 UU’s took the plunge and joined ALUUC’s new Covenant Groups. Four diﬀerent
groups met every two weeks last spring to respec ully consider the deeper ques ons underlying our
individual spiritual journeys.
In evalua ons, par cipants shared how enjoyable and meaningful the
connec ons they made were. Many intend to par cipate again this cycle.
Tune in this August and September for a cascade of informa on about how
covenant groups work and how to sign up. Highlights include tes monials,
open house and a live “ﬁsh bowl” demonstra on of a covenant group mee ng
at the August 26th service.
For more informa on now, please contact UU members Stu Jacobson or
Juliet Slack or covenantgroups@aluuc.org.
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Equality IL at the State Fair
Members and friends of ALUUC and PFLAG‐Springﬁeld are invited to volunteer at
the Equality IL booth at the IL State Fair on Monday, August 13. We will help EQ IL
educate fairgoers about the ﬁght for LGBT rights and helping to register voters in me
for the upcoming elec on. In previous years, volunteers assisted with collec ng
signatures on behalf of Marriage Equality and Voter Registra on.
Several volunteers are asked to staﬀ the booth per shi throughout the day: each
shi will last only three hours (12pm – 3 pm; 3pm – 6pm). Volunteers will be given a
free pass to the fair, t‐shirt and a free meal. EQ IL’s Outreach Fellow will be staﬃng the
booth along with our volunteers.
If interested & available for August 13, please see Rev. Woulfe. If anyone is interested
in helping out on a diﬀerent day, there are s ll open shi s throughout the week and
they would love the extra help.

ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays) on the
Third Monday of every month. The next mee ng will be held at ALUUC on Monday,
August 20th at 7 pm.
This is a safe and conﬁden al gathering of LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer) people, their families, friends and allies to meet and
share. This PFLAG group is open to all and welcomes your energy!
Visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/PFLAGSpringﬁeldIL. To contact the group by email: pﬂag‐
springﬁeldil_1@juno.com.

Fabulous Fundraising
Scrip is a coopera ve that allows congrega on members to buy gi cards to na onal
retailers at face value. A percentage of each card sold comes back to ALUUC. Gas sta ons,
grocery and clothing stores, drugstores and restaurants are well‐represented on the list of
400+ vendors.
Go to www.aluuc.org/about‐aluuc/members/scrip‐program for step‐by‐step instruc ons on how to register
for this program. Use the code provided by Kerri to join the ALUUC’s program. Scrip gi cards are sent to
ALUUC; members then can pick them up and use them. Many scrip cards are reloadable, and you can also buy
scrip as a ScripNow eCard, which can be printed from your computer and used immediately.
Our next order deadline is August 5th. Please contact Kerri Skrudland at scrip@aluuc.org for more informa on
about this exci ng program.
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Fellowship Events
Movie Night - The Hunt For The Wilderpeople
Sunday, August 5th at 5pm
"Directed by Taika Wai , this ﬁlms tells the story of Ricky Baker, an orphan
boy (Julian Dennison), and his foster father, Uncle Hec (Sam Neill), who
become the subjects of a manhunt a er they get stranded in the New
Zealand wilderness."
101 minutes. Rated PG‐13. Popcorn will be provided, along with sub tles
for those who are hard of hearing impaired.

UUs at STATE FAIR, Thursday August 9th
Volunteers are needed to staﬀ Gate 7 at the State Fair on its Opening Day!
In return for our help, the ABC Company will make a contribu on to ALUUC. UUs can volunteers as parking
lot ﬂaggers or cket sellers from one or more 3‐hour shi s, between the hours of 7 am ‐ 10 pm.
Teens as well as adults and re rees are
encouraged to par cipate. Volunteers will receive
free parking and a meal cket ‐ plus they get to
enter the Fair at no charge! We’ll need about ten
people per shi , so please add your name to the
sign up sheet.
Rev. Woulfe is organizing this event ‐ if interested,
please contact him.

Sundae Sunday Ice Cream Social!
Sunday, August 19, 12 noon
Join us for our annual Ice Cream social a er the
service!
We’ll bring the ice cream, the toppings, and the
bowls, you just need to bring yourselves :‐)
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August 2018
Sun

5
Sunday Service
Change for Change

Mon

6

Tue

7

7pm Pathways to
Membership
Scrip Deadline Class
12pm Pathways to
Membership Class
12 pm RE
Teachers

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
3
* 7pm News
Group
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

4
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

8

9
*7am - 10pm
UUs at the STATE
FAIR

10

11
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

17

18
9:30 am Zen
Meditation

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

5pm Movie Night
The Hunt For The
Wilderpeople
12
Sunday Service

13

14

15

6pm Board Mtg.
6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

19
Sunday Service

20

21
7 pm
PFLAG Group

12pm Sundae
Sunday

22

16

6pm
Membership
Com Mtg.
7pm Eco Camp
Meeting
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group
23

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

4pm Betty Florian
Celebration of Live

24
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

9:30 am Zen
Meditation
*Hiking Group

12pm RE
Committee Mtg.
26
Sunday Service

27
7 pm
Humanist Group

28

6 pm
A Course
In Miracles

29

30

7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

25

31

7pm
Book Group

* indicates event takes place off-site.
Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.
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Contact Information
Clergy:
Minister

Rev. Martin Woulfe

minister@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Brenda Elam
Pat Woods
Tracy Zieber
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
dre@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Director RE
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

745 Woodside Road

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Kim Villanueva
Debby Hagan
Dianne Roberts
Alison Stachera
Bob Croteau
Bonnie Ettinger
Larry Muir
Lara Quivey
Dennis Rumme
Marsh Wijetunge

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

Gwen Childs
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
- Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
- Covenant Groups
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)
Social Justice
- Welcoming Congregations

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Elaine
Gambiani
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt
DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
TBD
Stu Jacobson
Kurt DeWeese
Jim Curran
Debby Hagan
Carol Kneedler & Dianne
Roberts
Delinda Chapman
Dianne Roberts
Elaine Orr
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Nancy Derrig
Meg Evans & Tracy Zieber

Springfield, IL
62711

(217) 585-9550

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

ALUUC

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org
webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
covenantgroups@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
membership@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
re@aluuc.org
socialjustice@aluuc.org
wcc@aluuc.org

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 65 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
745 Woodside Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711
217-585-9550

