ALUUC Focus
Special points of
interest:

ALUUC is a Welcoming Congregation

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a religious community of individuals coming
together for spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical traditions of every
person and honor their cultural traditions, ages, abilities, economic status, race, sexual orientation, and gender
identity, as well as their theologies, philosophies and political persuasions. We are formally recognized as a
“Welcoming Congregation” by our national UU Association affirming and promoting the full participation of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender persons, and those individuals who self-identify their gender, in the life of
the congregation and the community.
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From Your ALUUC Minister:

Youth CON
Stewardship
Kick-Off Party
Social Justice
Gather ing
of UUs

I used to call it Holy Week. I remember well some of the practices, which included walking the Stations of the Cross. To my young
mind, it was natural to confuse the notions of Rebirth, Regeneration
and Resurrection. But of course, while similar in certain respects,
they are quite distinct from one another.
When I moved out of the mainstream of that faith, I deliberately
retired certain theological rituals and constructs from my lexicon and
practice. I remember how one gifted mentor wondered how much of
my evolving faith was merely reactionary. It gave me pause, and
eventually, I reexamined some ideas and rituals which I had left behind.

Earth Day
Sunday
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Within the liberal tradition, I have sometimes
noted that it is natural to cherish Christmas, and to
celebrate the promise that the spirit of hope and
goodness will be infused throughout humanity.
Easter, however, is something altogether different.
This holy day is founded on the notion that one
who was dead was resurrected. Not sleeping, not in
a coma. As such, its adherents believe that Easter
testifies to a unique supernatural event.
By now, many of you will have noticed that
Easter falls on April Fool’s Day. No doubt, many a
Christian colleague is already preparing a sermon
based in part upon several lines from St. Paul’s
First Letter to the Corinthians:

Rev, Woulfe and several siblings
on Easter Day, circa 1967

We have become a spectacle to the whole world, to angels
as well as to men. We are fools for Christ, but you are wise in Christ.
While I personally do not subscribe to the supernatural essence of a traditional
Easter, I am mindful that small “miracles” can and do arrive unexpectedly. Some of you
may recall that it was a year ago that my older brother passed away. One of his treatments involved a bone marrow transplant. I and my siblings were all tested to see who
would be the best match to be a donor. Even though we understood that the procedure
could be painful, none of us shirked the opportunity. The optimum choice was my
younger sister Colleen or myself. In the end, Colleen was chosen to donate her bone
marrow. Brian endured yet another round of radiation, killing off all the bloodproducing cells in his body. And then, these new cells were introduced. We all trusted
in the miracles of modern science, and I can assure you, that we all also prayed for his
Continued on page 2
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recovery. And he did recover - and a strange thing had happened. Originally, Brian's blood type was
A+; now, he was type O - the same as Colleen. I was impressed enough to note that transformation as
the seed of an Easter story about death and resurrection. Does it satisfy all the theological criteria of an
Easter story? Perhaps not, But sometimes the personal stories that are woven into our own lives carry
the most meaning.
And so, I commend to you this time of awakening and rebirth, in Nature writ large and in our own
lives. At the least, may this season be one of spiritual blossoming and renewal for us all.
Sincerely, Martin Woulfe, minister@aluuc.org

From Your Director of Religious Education
We have so much to look forward to this Spring in RE! The Senior Youth Group (SYG) will host a
youth CON, titled CONvicted April 6-8, focusing on Breaking Chains and Forging Friendships. The
Illinois Innocence Project will be a major part of our gathering, as we explore the convictions of our
faith and to social justice.
As a reminder of what’s coming up in
April, we do NOT have RE on Easter
Sunday, as we want to encourage youth to
attend service that day. Following Easter,
we’ll have an introduction to Baha’i on
April 8th, followed by a craft based on that
faith on April 15th. On the 22nd and 29th,
we’ll explore humanism in our classes.
We have also lost one of our SYG advisors, who left to explore more options in northern Illinois,
and we need energetic, dedicated individuals who might be interested in taking over that position to
consider doing so. You would receive training and orientation, so you wouldn’t be taking over blindly.
Ideally, we would like to have SYG advisors who are not related to any of the SYG youth. It’s a bit odd,
rather like having a parent as your speech teacher (ask my son—it happened to him).
And, as long as we’re asking for things, we’ve run
through the snacks you so generously provided in March,
so if you’re so inclined, we’d be happy to take more donations. Animal crackers, snack crackers, fruit snacks,
and other portable finger foods are gratefully accepted.
Drop them off with Pat Woods on Sunday or by her mailbox in the office during the week.
Please come back and visit the classrooms to see what
the students have been doing. This youngster finished a
sponge painting of a Mosque last week in the Pre K/K
classroom.
Thanks,
Pat Woods, Director of Religious Education, dre@aluuc.org
The next ALUUC Board Meeting will take place at 6 pm, Tuesday, April 10.
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Sunday Morning Services
10:30 am

Would you like
to be a Sunday
Greeter? See
Tracy Zieber.

April 1, 2018
Jesus: The Human v the Christology, by Rev. Martin Woulfe
On this Easter Sunday, let us consider how the narrative of Yoshua of Nazareth has changed during the
past two millennia, and consider the relationship between his teachings and theological reflection.
New Member Recognition / Sung Milestones / “Change for Change” Sunday collection.
April 8, 2018
Radical Hospitality, by Rev. Michelle LaGrave
Rev. LaGrave, the minister of the UU Fellowship of Decatur, will conduct a pulpit exchange with Rev.
Woulfe on this Sunday. She writes, “Radical Hospitality is a spiritual practice that requires an inward
shift of the self to welcome in the other. How can we engage this practice in our UU congregations?”
April 15, 2018
Skin in the Game, by Rev. Scott Aaseng,
Executive Director, Unitarian Universalist Advocacy Network of Illinois (UUANI)
Working for justice can sometimes seem like a matter of giving up what we want and acting entirely for
the sake of others. But is there a way of looking at action for justice as something in which we have a
stake in what happens – with our own skin in the game?
There will be a Potluck after the service—bring a dish to share!
There will also be a Pathways to Membership session.
Traditional Milestones
April 22, 2018
Earth Day Service, by Vern LaGesse, Friends of Sangamon Valley
For our Earth Day service, Vern LaGesse will bring an awareness of the value and beauty of the natural
world around us in support of our 7th Principle of “Respecting the Web of Nature of which we are a
part.”
April 29, 2018
Theological Reflections on “Thoughts & Prayers”, by Rev. Martin Woulfe
We’ve heard the phrase dozens of times, perhaps more, especially after appalling man-made tragedies.
Once they may have offered a modicum of comfort, but to many, especially now, these words are as
likely to cause offense. Do only politicians say these words, or do mourners and ministers still recite
them? What is the theological understanding implicit in such a phrase? Might these words still carry
comfort in some situations, or is it time to retire them altogether?
May 6, 2018
When UUs Face Death, by Rev. Martin Woulfe
In this service, Rev. Woulfe will explore the attitudes of real people whom he has known over the years
as death approached. Is there a uniquely UU “way of dying?” How do our choices differ from other
faiths? Is there a significant difference in a Celebration of Life from a memorial or funeral service?
“Change for Change” Sunday collection.
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Membership Committee Update
Spring is here and that means things get busy
for ALUUC!
We just wrapped up a wonderfully successful Fantasy Auction thanks to the efforts of
our amazing members, including some of
our newer members — and we're proud to
say our UU family keeps growing! In March
we welcomed Cheryl Pruitt, Eva Russo, and
Todd & Elizabeth Emery.

Our New Members who will be recognized at our
New Member Ceremony on April 1st!
Ryan Croteau
Elizabeth Emery
Todd Emery
Jessica Klinefelter
Christi McGinniss
Erin O'Neill
Cheryle Pruitt
John Record

Dennis Rumme
Diane Rumme
Eva Russo
Shatriya Smith
Angela Solon
Vishnu Srinivasaraghavan
Brie Urbanec *
Jerri Yima

As part of our New Member Ceremony, and
part of Pathways to Membership, we state
together that “We welcome you into our
*Membership Reactivated
covenant of freedom, respect, and love. We
invite you to share our concerns for truth and
justice, and to share the belief that participation in this caring community may better shape the meaning
of our lives.” Participating in this caring community can mean different things to different people: organizing a large event, cooking food, offering a ride on Sunday morning, singing in the choir, teaching an
RE class, washing the dishes after coffee hour, or simply handing in your yearly pledge.
It takes the entire caring community.
If you would like to become of member of ALUUC please join us for the April edition of Pathways to
Membership. Session one will take place on Sunday, April 15 immediately following services. Sessions
two and three will follow on Monday evening on April, 16 at 6 pm.
And don't forget the April 15 potluck. We will have a special table set up in the sanctuary for our new
members. We will share in food and fellowship while we have the opportunity to get the know one another a little better. After the potluck, please join Tracy Zieber for a tour of the ALUUC building and
grounds.
Please join us for the next Membership committee meeting on Thursday, April 26, at ALUUC, at
6:30 pm. For more information please contact membership@aluuc.org.
For more information about becoming a member of ALUUC please contact Rev. Martin Woulfe at
minister@aluuc.org or contact the Membership Coordinator Tracy Zieber at welcome@aluuc.org.

A Service of Remembrance for
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Wednesday, April 4, 5:30 – 6:30 pm
in the sanctuary
We will gather to honor the legacy and life of the
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., who was assassinated in
Memphis, Tennessee fifty years ago.
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Members and Friends of ALUUC
are invited to an early evening of

Food, Fellowship and Fun
on Friday, April 13, 2018 from 5 – 7 pm
at ALUUC
We are kicking off the
2018 – 2019 Stewardship/Pledge Campaign
Meet new members, as well as enjoy the company
of long-term members.
Come and go as you like but please be on hand at 6 pm
for the “Pledge Pitch” and a chance to win a bottle of wine

Milestones
The Program Committee is pleased to
share that Milestones will be included
during the following worship services
during April:
April 1 — Sung Milestones
April 15 — Traditional Milestones

A Note from the Pastoral Care
Committee…
ALUUC welcomes information from congregants and friends when people are ill.
The Pastoral Care Committee appreciates
your help keeping us apprised of those
needing attention.
Email: pastoralcare@aluuc.org.

FABULOUS FUNDRAISING—Shop with Scrip!
Scrip is a cooperative that allows congregation members to buy gift cards to national retailers at face value. A percentage of each card sold comes back to
ALUUC. Gas stations, grocery and clothing stores, drugstores and restaurants
are well-represented on the list of 400+ vendors.
Go to www.aluuc.org/about-aluuc/members/scrip-program for step-by-step instructions on
how to register for this program. Use the code provided by Kerri to join the ALUUC’s program. Scrip gift cards are sent to ALUUC; members then can pick them up and use them.
Many scrip cards are reloadable, and you can also buy scrip as a ScripNow eCard, which
can be printed from your computer and used immediately.
Our next order deadline is April 15. Please contact Kerri Skrudland at scrip@aluuc.org or
phone for more information about this exciting program.
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Green Sanctuary Report for April 2018
Happy Earth Day April 22nd
Opportunities to Buy Native Plants! By Virginia Forrer

Shooting Star
Dodecatheon meadia
Primulaceae
(Primrose family)

The Illinois Native Plant Society is having their annual sale of native trees,
shrubs, grasses and flowers Saturday, April 28, from 9 am to about 1 pm at the
Illinois State Fairgrounds. Lincoln Memorial Gardens is having their annual
native woodland wildflower sale Saturday, April 14, from 8 am to 4 pm and
Sunday, April 15, from 12:30 pm to 4 pm. Why buy native plants? Native
plants provide food for pollinators and other insects—which in turn are fed
upon by native birds. They are adapted to our climate and are part of the history
of our land. And besides they can be quite beautiful! So take advantage of these
opportunities to add native plants to your yard and garden. A good way to celebrate Spring and Earth Day.
Go to http://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/prairie/plant_index.htm for other
wildflower identifications.

Building our own Prairie
The ALUUC Prairie is under continued evolution. With the encroachment of lawn grasses we have received the help of Brian Hidden, Biologist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, to tackle the more
difficult grass and goldenrod encroachment on our prairie. The Prairie was able to be burned off last
month but the aggressiveness of the grasses calls for additional help.
Jim Curran, Larry Muir, Dave Cation and Jim Custer took a course in Herbicide Application from Vern
LaGesse to help with applying herbicides to the invasive problem plants under Virginia’s license when
needed.

Vern LaGesse to speak for Earth Day Service April 22nd
Vern LaGesse is our speaker for Earth Day service. He will bring an awareness of the value and beauty
of the natural world around us in support of our 7th Principle of “Respecting the Web of Nature of which
we are a part.” He is with Friends of Sangamon Valley working to protect the natural resources of the
whole Sangamon River valley ecosystem. He was recently featured on the front page of the State Journal Register March 15th in a story on the 120 acre Nipper Wildlife Sanctuary prairie burn south of
Loami.
See http://www.sj-r.com/news/20180315/controlled-burn-rejuvenates-prairie-near-loami .

New Purple Martin House overlooks the prairie.
The prairie now has a new residential building on it and hopefully it will soon
have a high density Purple Martin population. It sports a great view from its
patio decks and must have a large fireplace judging from the size of the chimney. On the menu is an all you can eat mosquito buffet.
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KEEP CALM and MARCH ON!
Fortunately, we marched to the bank with just over
$11,000 after a night of fun and music and celebration!
It takes a village to pull off this event each year, and it would
be impossible to name everyone who helped. We assembled
a great committee who worked very hard. In addition to the
official Co-Chairs, Gwen Childs and Kim Villanueva, and
the unofficial Co-Chairs, Deborah Hagan and Marissa
DeWeese, the committee included Patty Pfeiffer, Renata
Buchloh, Lori Leytem, Michelle Green, Anna and Fran Sabin, Bonnie Ettinger, Tina Bennett, Jim Curran and James
Custer.
Those who took on other jobs for the event were auctioneer
Michael Plog, Posy Robertson, Kurt and Diana DeWeese,
Fred Moore, Elaine Orr, Carol Kneedler, Karen Everingham,
Mary Ryan, Larry Muir, Kitty Wrigley, David Cation, Mark
Hanson, John Malan, Kent Childs, Linda Quigley, Martin
Woulfe, Brie Urbanec, Tom Green, Phillip Anderson, Tom
Vaught, Tabitha Bernhardt, Jack Kriel, Melissa Bernhardt,
Sarah Iaiennaro, Eric Stachera and Tracy Zieber.















We Appreciate Our
2018 Fantasy Auction
Business Donors
Casa de Manana in Costa Rica
Beverly Brekke-Bailey Jewelry
Midas Auto Service Experts
Life Enhancement Services
Glow Golf at the Mall
Maldaner's Restaurant
Illinois State Museum
Knight's Action Park
Lake Pointe Grill
Grab-a-Java
AMF Bowling
Gas & Wash
Family Video

Of course, we are very grateful to Bonnie and her fabulous group of musicians who entertained us:
Heather Vining, Alison Stachera, Kevin Loop, Bob Croteau and Paul Van Heuklom. And let's not forget to mention 50 other generous people who donated wine and food, as well as all those who bought
tickets, donated items and purchased items. We hope that everyone enjoyed raising funds to help our
congregation serve our community!
Congratulations to
Hollie and Cadie
Jurgens-Manthei
for their Ceremony of
Naming & Dedication
on March 25.
Their parents are Paul
& Jennifer & their
sponsors were Quinn
and Rowan.

Congratulations to
Ryan Croteau who
was recently
promoted to
Eagle Scout!
To earn the rank of
Eagle Scout, Ryan
had to complete a
number of requirements, including a
service project.

Coffee Hour—Every Sunday!
Join us every Sunday morning after service for coffee and conversation!
If you are interested in helping out in the Kitchen on a Sunday, click here to sign up or
contact Marissa at email@aluuc.org. Volunteers can expect to make the coffee and hot water, put
snacks on a table and cups on a cart, and make sure dishes are cleaned and surfaces wiped down.
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ALUUC Social Justice Committee (SJC) Update
Sunday Service SJ Moment lets you know what you can do to promote social justice.

ALUUC Social Justice Spring: 3 events left
Since many ALUUC members are interested in becoming involved in social
justice activities, SJC has been presenting UU Minister & UUANI founder Scott
Aaseng in 5 events: 3 workshops, a UUANI Central Illinois Gathering & a sermon.
Please attend as many of these as you can. All are welcome.
Help ALUUC create the changes we desire and need. Time to get “woke”
folks. The first 2 workshops, Defining Success in our work for Social Justice &
Strategies for Pursuing Social Justice in Our Communities were a great success.
Anyone can still attend any of the last 3 SJC events, even if you had to miss the others.
1) Saturday, April 14, 9:30am – 4pm, Central Illinois UU Congregations Gathering To Focus on
Social Justice Issues, ALUUC, lunch provided – EVERYONE WELCOME – This is a chance to
meet with other Illinois UUs and hear what their congregations are doing.
2) Sunday, Apr 15, 10:30am, Service at ALUUC, Scott Aaseng will speak on Social Justice Issues
3) Sunday, May 6, Workshop: Where Does Our Congregation Go from Here?, ALUUC Commons, 12-2 pm, everyone invited, light lunch provided
WARNING: those lovely folks who attended workshops can expect to be contacted by a member of the SJC committee. We are seeking your opinions and ideas. Thanks. (A giant thanks to
Debby Hagan for this information & all her work arranging this.)

Crossroads Analyzing & Understanding Systemic Racism Workshop
Intensive 2.5 day training explores a common definition of racism; examines individual, institutional
& cultural manifestations of racism; & lays the foundation to address racism in institutions & in the larger society. It is conducted in an atmosphere of mutual respect & safety, not based on confrontation, guilt
& judgment. $325, discounts for group registration.
Thursday, April 12, 6:00 PM - Saturday, April 14, 4:00 PM
● At Sacred Heart Convent, 1237 W. Monroe, Springfield, IL
● Contact kellyhurst@crossroadsantiracism.org, 217-341-7483
●

Several ALUUC members have attended this training sponsored by the Springfield Coalition on
Dismantling Racism and strongly recommend it. “It will change your life.”

Change-4-Change - Thank you for your most appreciated and needed generosity.

C-4-C

April 2018 - The Phoenix Center was founded on April 1, 2001 by a group of LGBT
teens wanting to create a safe place to meet. The mission of the Phoenix Center is to serve
as Springfield’s LGBTQ Community Center, and to provide the highest quality of HIV/
AIDS prevention and education to the community as a whole. Please give generously.
Checks should be made out to ALUUC with The Phoenix Center noted in the memo line.
Continued on page 11
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March 2018 – We raised $416, enough to pay our dues, for Faith Coalition for the Common
Good. FCCG is a local association of over 25 churches (including ALUUC), faith-based organizations
and labor unions providing opportunities to work on SJC focuses of Anti-racism, Immigration & Homelessness with people of different faith traditions. Donations can still be made by check to ALUUC with
FCCG noted in the memo line.

SJC Regular Meetings
We meet the 3rd Sunday after service. Next meeting Sunday, April 15, 12 noon Barton room. Everyone welcome; we could use your concerns and ideas. Be the change you want to see.

Social Justice Community Actions
Many ALUUC members attended the March for Our Lives
rally in Springfield on March 24 to call attention to gun violence.
Over 500 people attended the rally in the pouring and freezing rain,
which is why I do not have a photo – my fingers were already too
wet & cold. Sorry.
Several members from ALUUC participated in the Faith Coalition for the Common Good's Integrated Voter Engagement Effort to encourage residents of traditionally low voter turnout
neighborhoods to participate in the primary election. Beth Emery (pictured with Shelly Heideman) organized an effort to send out nearly 400 post cards on March 18.
Others participated in phone banking and outreach to High School
students.
The February 14 People's Budget Action for a Fair Tax at
the Illinois State Capitol was the 1st major action of the Poor Peoples Campaign of Illinois with the assistance of the Faith Coalition
for the Common Good. Martin Woulfe began the rally which was
followed by a noon budget address & then meetings with legislators
giving them valentines saying “Have a heart for IL, pass a Fair Tax
& a fully funded budget.”

LOCAL CENTERS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVITIES
UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois)
A great site for local social justice activities in Illinois. Our connection to this
group is Deb Hagan. For more information and/or Email alerts: www.uuani.org or
www.facebook.com/UUANI. UUANI newsletter is on ALUUC web page.
Action Illinois
This local, grassroots group was created to: build a better future for our kids & grandkids; spread
positive change in a world of injustice & inequality; move forward with heads high & get our voices
heard; & rage onward for what is right. For more information and/or action alerts: www.facebook.com/
ActionIllinois1.
Continued on page 12
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Faith Coalition for the Common Good (FCCG)
FCCG is a local association of over 25 churches (including ALUUC), faith-based organizations and
labor unions providing opportunities to work on SJC focuses of Anti-racism, Immigration & Homelessness with people of different faith traditions. Much of their work is done through 4 task forces: Education, Jobs and Economic Equity, Civic Engagement & Policy Involvement, and CUJO (Citizens United
for Justice &Order). ALUUC members are on these task forces and would love to have you join them.
Please contact the FCCG office at www.faithcoalition-il.org or Shelley Heideman at 544-2297. For information on upcoming task force meetings, call the office or go to faithcoalition-il.org/what-we-do/ for a
meetings calendar under News and Events. There is strength in numbers and diversity folks. (Thanks Stu
Jacobson for this information.)
Immigrant and Refugee Rights
SJC members began a diverse coalition of concerned people from business, non-profits, faith communities, Universities and other groups last April to look at education, support and advocacy around immigrant & refugee issues. The group is based on the principles of inclusion & creating communities
where everyone feels welcome. This group is thriving nearly 1 year later. Meg Evans from ALUUC and
Veronica Espina are current co-chairs.
Accomplishments to date:


Training: “Springfield Community Immigration 101: Immigrant & Refugee Ally Training” August
12 was attended by over 40 community members



Civic engagement: Welcoming City Resolution Initiative; Visits to State Reps during Dream Act
Week of Action; Dreamers Rally in Springfield, IL

●

Community support: Consular services provided over 4-days in September 2017 to downstate Illinois Mexican nationals by he Mexican Consulate Mobile unit hosted by ALUUC; Initial exploration of community resources for immigrants and refugees.

We invite you to become part of this important grassroots effort. Contact Meg Evans, Larry Golden,
or Rev. Woulfe minister@aluuc.org. (Thanks to Meg Evans & Larry Golden for this information and all
their work on this.)

Community Opportunities for Helping Homelessness
St. John’s Breadline 430 N. 5th St., Springfield, IL 62702, (217) 528-6098) Volunteer to serve
meals weekdays 7:30-10:00 am or 1:30–4:00 pm; 10 am–1:30 pm weekends & holidays. Groups welcome. http://cc.dio.org/programs/st-johns-breadline Contact Vinnie Gupta. He is a regular here.
(Thanks Vinnie Gupta for this information.)
Helping Hands 1023 E. Washington Springfield, IL 62703, (217) 522-0048. Arrange to provide a
meal: http://www.helpinghandsofspringfield.org/, click the meal train picture; select & book a date. Or
call 522-0048 ext 5; Brandy. (Thanks Delinda Chapman for this information.)
— Nancy Derrig and Meg Evans, SJC Co-Chairs

Greater Springfield Interfaith Association
Tuesday, April 3, 11:45am-1:30pm
The monthly meeting of GSIA will be held on Tuesday April 3 at the Chiara Center (4875 Laverna
Rd, Springfield, IL 62707); Lauren Plavnik will speak about organ transplantation. Members are invited to bring their own lunches and the Chiara Center will provide apple pie for dessert.
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Fellowship News
Potluck Sunday — Sunday, April 15th, 12pm (after the service)
Please bring a dish to share. If you would like to volunteer to help with setup, please sign up online here
or contact email@aluuc.org.

Movie Night - Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle - Sunday, April 22, at 5 pm.
“While cleaning their high school's basement during detention,
four teens discover a video game version of Jumanji. After picking adult avatars, they're sucked into a jungle and physically
transformed: Gangly Spencer become becomes Dr. Smolder
Bravestone (Dwayne Johnson). Spoiled beauty Bethany becomes Professor Shelly Oberon (Jack Black). A star athlete,
Fridge, becomes Franklin “Moose” Finbar (Kevin Hart). Lastly,
unpopular Martha becomes Ruby Roundhouse (Karen Gillan).
To escape the game, they must learn to think differently about themselves and one another.”
119 minutes. Rated PG-13. Popcorn will be provided, along with subtitles for those who are hard of
hearing
Game Night has been rescheduled for May!

In Memoriam: Vicki Gardner
November 22, 1954 - March 24, 2018
It is with sorrow and regret that I share that Vicki Suzette
Gardner, beloved partner of Greg Greeley, passed away suddenly last Saturday, March 24.
A Service of Visitation was conducted at the BoardmanSmith Funeral Home on March 30, followed by a Funeral
Ceremony at Roselawn Memorial Park.
Vicki loved gardening, animals of all shapes and sizes, and
her son Jesse.

Springfield PrideFest—May 19, 2018
Join members & friends of ALUUC & PFLAG in this
celebration of the LGBTQ Community on Saturday,
May 19 at 11:30 AM - 12 PM. This year’s theme is “No
H8. No Labels.”
If you are interested in volunteering at the ALUUC
booth and/or being in the parade, please notify Rev. Woulfe.
PrideFest will kick off with a festive Parade, starting at 5th and Allen and proceeding North on 5th
to Jackson. Those UUs who march will enter PrideFest and head to the Club Station House Stage for
the ribbon cutting ceremony. For more information, please go towww.springfieldpride.org.
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults
A COURSE in MIRACLES RE CLASS
DREAM GROUP
A goal of A Course in Miracles
This is an opportunity for folks to disis to train us to listen to God’s
cuss their dreams in a relaxed, friendly,
voice, the Holy Spirit. This exinformal setting. The Dream Group is
tension of God’s mind serves as
using an online format for our converour inner guide, who will direct our thoughts, tellsations about participant’s dreams. Occasionally
ing us exactly what to do, and directing all our efwe’ll have informal gatherings.
forts. To be truly effective, we must learn to rely on For more information, call or email Phil Gregg at
our own internal teacher rather than looking for
uudreamgroup@aluuc.org.
help outside ourselves. We are thus guided to discover our own God-given function. As we are led
HIKING GROUP
from the world of the ego to the world of love, our
Save the date! *** Mystery Hike
perception of ourselves as separated persons is corSaturday April 28th *** Details to
rected, and we remember our higher, or true Self.
follow. Have any questions? Email Jim
We remember we were created by God as His
Curran at hiking@aluuc.org.
Child, and we are enabled to accept the Christ
within, and to see with Christ’s vision. We recogHUMANIST GROUP
nize our oneness with God, our Self, and all our
Our ALUUC Humanist Group emphasizes
brothers, and are able, finally, to “teach only love,”
humanitarianism as a way of life with core
which is our true function as Children of God.
values of dignity, equality, and social justice
We meet in the Barton classroom at ALUUC at
for all individuals. We routinely discuss mat6pm every Tuesday to read and discuss these conters of morality/ethical values, separation of
cepts and how they apply to our lives. Questions?
church and state, science/evolution/neuroscience,
Please email acim@aluuc.org.
behavioral economics and occasionally nonpartisan politics as it relates to the human spirit.
Programs focus on humanity book reviews and/or
media presentations followed by lively group disBOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
The ALUUC Book Group will meet
cussion. Other formats can and will be considered
on Tuesday, April 24 at 7pm in the
by Chair Sarah Iaiennaro.
Channing Room. We will be discussAt 7pm on Monday, April 23, George Oravis
ing Wild by Cheryl Strayed. This forwill facilitate the ALUUC Humanist Group’s dismer best-seller deals with the 1000
cussion of The History of White People by Nell
mile journey Strayed made on the Pacific Crest
Irvin Painter. “Painter is the author of Sojourner
Trail. May’s selection, Hillbilly Elegy by J. D.
Truth: A Life, A Symbol and several other scholarly
Vance, is a memoir “about the Appalachian values
works on the history of slavery and race relations in
of his upbringing and their relation to the social
America, most recently Creating Black Americans.
problems of his hometown.” In June, we will read
Her latest selection examines the history of
Herman Koch’s The Dinner, an internationally
“whiteness” as a racial category and rhetorical
bestselling phenomenon. It is the darkly suspenseweapon: who is considered to be “white,” who is
ful, highly controversial tale of two families strugnot, what such distinctions mean, and how notions
gling to make the hardest decision of their lives of whiteness have morphed over time in response
all over the course of one meal.
to shifting demographics, aesthetic tastes, and poAnyone can join us for a discussion on a book
litical exigencies” (Publishers Weekly).
of your interest. For questions, email Penny WolQuestions? Contact Sarah Iaiennaro
lan-Kriel at bookgroup@aluuc.org.
at humanistgroup@aluuc.org.
Continued on page 15
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Groups at ALUUC and Lifespan RE for Adults (cont’d)
NEWS GROUP
The News Group meets on the
first Thursday of each month at
7pm, Join us on April 5th in the
Channing Room of the church. If you have any
questions call Kurt DeWeese, or Frank Kopecky,
or email newsgroup@aluuc.org. Everyone is
welcome.
PAGAN GROUP
For questions or more information,
please contact Tracy Zieber at
pagangroup@aluuc.org.

* NEW *
Writing Your Spiritual
Autobiography
Last offered in the spring of 2005, this five-part
series offers participants the chance to create a
journal of exploration and reflection. People will
be encouraged to share excerpts with one another and to discuss themes and lessons that
emerge.
This series will be held on five consecutive
Wednesday evenings, from 6:30 – 8 pm:
April 11
April 18
April 25
May 2
May 9

All groups must reserve their meeting
space in advance for meetings and/or
events through Office Manager Cheryl
Wycoff at office@aluuc.org.

Flowers
April 1: Les Carlson
April 8: Available
April 15: Penny Wollan-Kriel
April 23: Available
April 29: Available
As always your tax-deductible $20
donation is payable the week before
the Sunday requested. Thank you!
Vi Lanum, Flower Committee,
flower@aluuc.org

Participants should make every effort to attend
all five sessions. Sign-up sheets will be available
on Sundays; additionally, you may notify Rev.
Woulfe by email of your interest.
There will be a limit of fifteen participants.

Labyrinth Walk
Friday, April 20, 7 – 9 pm
Looking for a quiet yet invigorating spiritual exercise? Join us for
our monthly meditative walk on Friday, April 20. This
method is a unique, ancient pathway to greater spirituality
that incorporates body and consciousness. Each walk starts
at 7 pm. There will also be an opportunity to receive a
Oneness Blessing before and after you walk; those who
wish to stay after the walk may join in an informal Vespers
service-UU Communion held in Rev. Woulfe’s office.

ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays)
on the Third Monday of every month. The next meeting will be held at ALUUC on
Monday, April 16 at 7pm. This is a safe and confidential gathering of LGBTQ
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer) people, their families, friends and
allies to meet and share. This PFLAG group is open to all and welcomes your energy!
Visit our Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/PFLAGSpringfieldIL.
To contact the group by email: pflag-springfieldil_1@juno.com.
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April 2018
Sun

Mon

Easter Sunday 1

Tue
2

9:20 Choir
Rehearsal

8

9

10
6 pm
Board
Meeting
6 pm
A Course In
Miracles
class

Sunday Service

9:20 Choir
Rehearsal

3

15

16

17

6 pm
A Course In
Miracles
Sunday Service
6 pm class
Potluck
Traditional Milestones Pathways to
Membership
12 pm Pathways
to Membership
12pm RE
Meeting
12pm Social
Justice Meeting
Scrip Deadline

Earth Day

7 pm PFLAG
Group

22

9:20 Choir
Rehearsal
Sunday Service

23
7 pm
Humanist
Group

5 pm Movie Night:
Jumanji: Welcome
to the Jungle
9:20 Choir
Rehearsal

29

Sunday Service

Thu
4

5:30 pm
*11:45 am
GSIA Meeting Service to
Remember
6 pm Martin
A Course In Luther King,
Miracles Jr.
class

Sunday Service
“Change for Change”
collection
New Member
Ceremony
Sung Milestones
9:20 Choir
Rehearsal

Wed

30

Fri
5

6

7

7 pm News
Group
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

11

12

6:30 pm
7:15 pm
Writing Your Meditation
Spiritual
Group
Autobiography class

18

19

6:30 pm
7:15 pm
Writing Your Meditation
Spiritual
Group
Autobiography class

CONvicted

Youth Conference

April 6-8
13

14

5-7 pm
Food,
Fellowship
& Fun
Stewardship
Drive
Kick-off

9:30 am
- 3:30 pm
Central
Illinois UU
Gathering to
Focus on
Social Justice
Issues

20
7 pm
Labyrinth
Walk

21
9:30 am
Zen Meditation

Crossroads Analyzing & Understanding
Systemic Racism Workshop
April 12-14

24

25

26

6 pm
A Course In
Miracles
class
7 pm Book
Group

6:30 pm
Writing Your
Spiritual
Autobiography class

6:30 pm
Membership
Committee
Meeting
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

May 1

May 2

May 3

6 pm
A Course In
Miracles
class

Sat

6:30 pm
7 pm News
Writing Your Group
Spiritual
Autobiogra7:15 pm
phy class
Meditation
Group

27

21
9:30 am
Zen Meditation
*Hiking
Group:
Mystery Hike!

May 4

May 5
9:30 am
Zen Meditation

* indicates event takes place off-site.
Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.

Contact Information
Clergy:
Minister

Rev. Martin Woulfe

minister@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Frank Darneille
Pat Woods
Tracy Zieber
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
dre@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Kim Villanueva
Debby Hagan
Dianne Roberts
Alison Stachera
Bob Croteau
Bonnie Ettinger
Larry Muir
Lara Quivey
Posy Robertson

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Director RE
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Road
62711

(217)
Mark Hanson
Gwen Childs
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Elaine Gambiani
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
Phil Anderson
Stu Jacobson
Kurt DeWeese
Jim Curran
Debby Hagan & Carol Kneedler
Carol Kneedler & Dianne Roberts
Delinda Chapman
Frank Kopecky
Elaine Orr
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Nancy Derrig
Meg Evans & Tracy Zieber

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org
webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
covenantgroups@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
membership@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
re@aluuc.org
socialjustice@aluuc.org
wcc@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
- Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
- Covenant Groups
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)
Social Justice
- Welcoming Congregations

745 Woodside
Springfield, IL

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

ALUUC

585-9550

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 60 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
745 Woodside Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711
217-585-9550

