ALUUC Focus

ALUUC is a Welcoming Congregation

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a religious community of individuals coming
together for spiritual growth and fellowship. We respect the diverse faiths and ethical traditions of every
person and honor their cultural traditions, ages, abilities, economic status, race, sexual orientation, and gender
identity, as well as their theologies, philosophies and political persuasions. We are formally recognized as a
“Welcoming Congregation” by our national UU Association affirming and promoting the full participation of
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender persons, and those individuals who self-identify their gender, in the life of
the congregation and the community.
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You may have noticed that ALUUC’s monthly “Game Night” is one
of my favorite monthly events—in fact, I have a life-long connection with
board & card games. When I was a child, I played a wide range of games
with parents, siblings, and neighbors—progressing from Candy Land,
Sorry, Trouble, Clue, Scrabble, Chess, Life, and ultimately, to Risk. Here
was an entertaining way to create a social niche, especially if one had limited athletic prowess, which was true for me. One shining moment came when I was
crowned the checkers champion of my junior high. Family & friends also spent many a
happy hour playing card games such as 21, Gin Rummy, Spades, Hearts, Euchre and
Poker. Summer evenings were often dominated by UNO. Did I come from a competitive
family, you ask? Let’s just say that even now, my dad will organize a spirited marathon
session of UNO—for money. Celeste was recently indoctrinated into this ritual, and she
won her first tournament. She might be hooked.
Around the age of twelve, I began to collect Avalon Hill “bookcase games,” which
often featured a specific military battle or campaign, ranging from the Age of Alexander
to the Second World War. Friends visited one another and played for hours. These interactions resulted in becoming acquainted with many families—in one instance, I learned a
little Polish so I could offer a proper greeting to our hosts. Now, to give you a sense of
Continued on page 2

From Your ALUUC Board President:
Yesterday I spent almost $1000 on tires for my car. Ouch! Well, the
tires were really about $500, but it needed an alignment. They wouldn’t
do the alignment until I replaced the upper ball joints. It all added up. I
can’t say I was thrilled to spend so much money unexpectedly, but if I
want to drive a car it is going to cost me money. You have to pay to play
in this society, like it or not. Similarly, if I want a church that offers a calendar full of exciting activities, I recognize that my financial contribution is necessary to make it a reality.
Money is often a tough subject to broach. If you came to me a few hours ago asking
me to fill out my annual pledge card, I may have responded with some witty retort about
blood from a turnip. Forking over that grand was a shock to the system. I’m still in recovery. Despite my temporary stinginess, I’ve still got money for food and a place to live.
The pain will fade after a few days and I’ll be ready for the next big expense. Ask me to
fill out my pledge card tomorrow.
If I could time it just right, I would wait until you got your annual bonus to ask about
your pledge. I would love to catch you when you just won $5000 on a scratch off ticket.
Definitely, NOT after you spent $1000 on your car unexpectedly. Tut tut. The Pledge
Continued on page 2
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From Your Minister (Continued from page 1)

the scale of these strategy games, some of the grander versions required sixty hours to complete. I
painted miniatures and even designed my own board game once. By the time I reached college (in the
later 1970’s), I had added Go, Backgammon and Acey-Deucy to my repertoire. Maybe you did too. I
continued to play these even as my immediate circle of friends was drawn into D&D, which stretched
my understanding of gaming. But then I went to Ireland for a year, and I entrusted my collection with a
friend for safe keeping. When I returned, I was dismayed to learn that he had traded them all away.
After college, many of us stopped board gaming, save for the occasional weekends of role-playing or
a game that featured trains. I know, it sounds like the “Big Bang Theory,” right? But in time, I stored
any remaining games in my parents’ basement. I probably had too much on my plate anyway. And then
Trivial Pursuit arrived, which was a game-changer (my older brother was a formidable opponent, but I
suspect that he memorized every answer on every card). Overnight, it was fashionable again to sit down
with family and friends around a board game.
From time to time, I have met someone who shared my enthusiasm for board games, and our friendship was quickly cemented while rolling dice or laying down cards. Have I ever mentioned before that
when Angela & I were first dating, we played Hearts with several of her roommates? I must have kept
my competitive streak in check.
I have noticed that gaming has been enjoying a renaissance for a few years. As a result, I have
learned to play Settlers of Catan, Ticket to Ride, Mexican Train, and Wizards—to name a few. I have
also noted that there are many new game stores in town – one great advantage over the former stores is
that the newer ones often include a separate room were friends can meet and play. I suspect that many
people favor passing their time in the company of others rather than with an Artificial Intelligence, however cunning. I am certainly one of those people myself. But I recognize now that this hobby does more
than just instill competiveness. With the right mentors, it encourages bonding between generations and
teaches graciousness in victory and defeat. One learns that success may or may not be in the cards. Such
lessons have broader applications in life. Perhaps I will see you at some future Game Night? Bring your
dice, bring your cards, and let us pass a pleasant evening together.
Sincerely, Martin Woulfe
From Your Board President (Continued from page 1)

Drive Volunteer Team does not get to wait until that perfect time. We have about a month to get enough
pledges to give us an idea about ALUUC’s fiscal health for the next year.
I prefer to discuss pledges as contribution estimates. A pledge is a promise to give, but it does not
define your commitment to ALUUC. After all, we are not Scientologists. We will not send a collection
agency after you if you fail to meet your estimate. We will send you a letter so you know where you
stand throughout the year, but your giving is entirely voluntary. At any moment, you can throw your
hands in the air, shout,” I GIVE UP!” and never give ALUUC another dime. Not my preference, but it
happens. Truly though, your pledge is a number that you basically make up out of thin air. Our family
started out ten years ago giving about $20 per Sunday. When asked to pledge, we simply multiplied $20
by the 40 weeks a year we attended and pledged $800.
Your pledge is important for ALUUC so that we can evaluate our financial health before deciding
where to spend money. We would like to make sure we are not only able to pay the staff for another
year, but also provide fair raises and competitive health care coverage.
This year’s pledge card will list volunteer opportunities available at ALUUC. Please take a moment
to look at the back of your pledge card for ideas about how you can help. You can then check which area
you are interested in. Many members wish to volunteer but may not know how or for what.
With your help, big or small, we can continue to live and grow together with the goal of a peaceful
and sustainable world community.
Sincerely, Phillip Anderson
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April Quote
“In the spring,
at the end of the day,
you should smell like dirt.”

Sunday Morning Services
10:30 am

If you would like to serve
as a Sunday Greeter,
please see Dianne Roberts
or Susan Solon.

— Margaret Atwood
April 3, 2016
Life Before and After Exoneration:
The Impact of Wrongful Conviction on the Innocent
Larry Golden and Teshome Campbell
The Illinois Innocence Project has focused on obtaining release of innocent people from long-term incarceration. But how does that wrongful conviction and ultimate release impact on those individuals?
The Project’s latest exoneree, Teshome Campbell, who spent 18 years in prison, although innocent,
will join Founding Director Larry Golden to share some thoughts on this critical challenge.
Pledge Drive Sunday. This will be a “Change for Change” Sunday.
April 10, 2016
After Spong
Rev. Martin Woulfe
Rev. John Shelby Spong will have spoken at ALUUC and the UU Church of Peoria on April 9. What
was his message? How was it received? In which ways are his theological understanding of Christianity compatible with modern UUism?
A group photo of all members and friends will be taken following the service. Please attend if at all
possible.
Parts of Woodside Road west of ALUUC will be closed for construction starting
April 11 — please plan your route accordingly. Read more at SJ-R.com...
April 17, 2016
The Poetry & Spirituality of Vachel Lindsay
Rev. Martin Woulfe
Rev. Woulfe became aware of Vachel Lindsay’s work probably much later than most Springfield natives, but has acquired an appreciation for his poetry. Rev. Woulfe will share some insights and poetry
from Springfield’s second most famous son, much of which expresses spirituality.
Potluck Sunday—please bring a dish to share after the service!
April 24, 2016
Come, Creative Spirit: the Arts & Spirituality
Rev. Martin Woulfe
This week marks the return of the Liturgical Arts Festival. Rev. Woulfe will speak about the role of the
Arts in religious traditions and the events planned as part of the Festival.
May 1, 2016
The Pacifist’s Fight: Rev. John Haynes Holmes
Rev. Martin Woulfe
In this service, Rev. Woulfe will share the distinctive message of John Haynes Holmes, who was instrumental in promoting Pacifism, the NAACP, Gandhi and Interfaith Relations during his lifetime.
This will be a “Change for Change” Sunday.

Page 4

From Your Interim Coordinator of Religious Education:
Thank you!
The RE children would like to thank everyone who donated canned food to help
with the Easter Sunday Children’s Worship service. You helped make the service
fun, educational, and the food pantry has generously benefited from your gifts.
ALUUC RE Summer Program
With the onset of April, spring is truly in the air, and the RE year will be wrapping up shortly. Despite the spring weather, April is the perfect time to start thinking ahead to the summer RE program. For the summer, ALUUC runs a singular curriculum all the children can participate in
together, providing the opportunity for personal learning, and for cross generational growth, and friendships. We’re already developing exciting summer lesson plans that both parents and kids will want to be
part of. To learn more about becoming a volunteer for RE, please contact Tracy Zieber Minks at
cre@aluuc.org.
Intergenerational bonding
ALUUC has a great balance between adult Sunday services and children’s RE classes. Intergenerational bridging and bonding takes place primarily during the first parts of Sunday service when
we rise to greet our neighbors, when we hear the prelude and opening words, see the chalice lighting,
sing the opening hymn, and especially when we witness the Story For All Ages.
We want to encourage parents, children, and all members of ALUUC to further this special opportunity for inter-generational bonding, so the RE committee asks parents to please keep their children with
them until it is time to attend RE classes.
Nursery care is available for babies and children ages two and younger. We ask that children ages
three and older please remain in the company of their parents until time to attend RE classes. This allows us to ensure the safety of everyone at ALUUC and to promote healthy inter-generational bonds
between all members and friends.
— Tracy Zieber Minks, Interim CRE
Eco Camp Planning Meeting
Planning for Eco Camp is well under way! If you missed our first meeting, don’t
worry. We’ll have another Eco Camp planning meeting on Tuesday, April 19, at 6:30
pm. All are welcome to join us and bring their ideas to the table. Our Harry Potter
themed, ecology focused camp teaches children how to be good stewards of the Earth
through activities, classes, crafts and tons of fun! Volunteers are always needed! For
more information, please contact Tracy Zieber Minks at cre@aluuc.org.
*** Kids Club and District 12 will not meet in April.

In Memoriam
Delinda Chapman’s brother-in-law, Robert Erickson, 80, passed away on March 13, while in hospice in Bradenton, FL.
Randy Pratt’s sister, Colleen Flaherty, 62, passed away on February 1, in Orland Park, IL.
Berkley Moore’s sister, Lee Culp, 81, passed away on March 20, at her home in Youngstown, OH.
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ALUUC Long Range Planning Update
Why plan?
Without a shared vision, we may be pulled in directions that don’t represent common goals. Our planning
process is meant to build on past successes and strengths. This way, we will carry the best of what we
have been into our future together.
What’s Next?
The Long Range Planning Committee thanks everyone who participated in Cottage Groups. All data has
been input into spreadsheets and distributed to the committee. The committee will soon be creating provocative propositions (exciting, yet achievable strategic plans for the congregation) based on cottage
group input.
The board, committees, staff and congregation will be invited to provide feedback on the propositions and
suggest specific goals to implement them.
At a congregational meeting, we will adopt the provocative propositions and vote to prioritize the goals as
our next plan for ALUUC.
For more information
Long Range Planning Committee Members: Co-Chairs Debby Hagan and Carol Kneedler, Gwen Childs,
Kurt DeWeese, Posy Robertson, Stu Jacobson, and Dianne Roberts. Email plan@aluuc.org or call Carol
(leave a message) or Debby.

Central Illinois Welcomes Rev. John Shelby Spong
The Abraham Lincoln UU Congregation, Holy Family Inclusive Catholic Church, and the
UU Church of Peoria are pleased to host a lecture series by the Rev. John Shelby Spong, author of the best-selling books, Eternal Life: A New Vision, The Sins of Scripture and Why Christianity Must Change or Die, on April 9. Seating is limited! Tickets are $10.00 in advance and
$15.00 at the door. Any person wishing to buy a copy of his latest book, Biblical Literalism: A
Gentile Heresy, may order it from www.harpercollins.com.

Schedule
At Abraham Lincoln UU Congregation,
745 Woodside Road, Springfield, IL:
9:00 AM

At Universalist Unitarian Church of Peoria,
3000 W Richwoods Blvd, Peoria, IL:

Registration

2:00 PM

Registration

10:00 AM

Lecture

3:00 PM

Lecture

11:00 AM

Q&A

4:00 PM

Q&A

Greater Springfield Interfaith Association
GSIA will hold its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 5, 11:45 am to 1:30 pm at the
ALUUC. Dr. Donald Ross, President of the Springfield Chapter of Frontiers International will talk
about the group and its contributions to Springfield, including the annual Martin Luther King, Jr.
Prayer Breakfast. Please bring your own lunch.
On May 3, from 11:45 am to 1:30 pm, ALUUC member Vinnie Gupta will host the May gathering at
his home. The program will feature a vegetarian potluck meal and the topic will be “Buddha’s Birthday Celebration.”
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From the Membership Coordinator

Stone Soup
When I was around six years old, I read a story called “Stone Soup” in a children’s
magazine. It has many incarnations in various European cultures, all of which center on
a character who is a traveler (monk, pilgrim, soldier, tramp) who convinces a villager or
villagers to help him make a delicious, satisfying soup from the simple ingredients of
stones and water. Of course, nothing is quite so simple. As the soup cooks, the traveler
suggests the soup might be missing just a touch of some unique ingredient (potatoes,
celery, carrots, sausage, beans, salt, etc.), and as the curious villagers gather around and
taste the “stone” soup, each brings yet another ingredient that will balance the flavors and create a warm,
rich meal. By the time the soup is cooked, the villagers have each contributed some item from their pantry—but none are upset, because all are enjoying the results.
I thought about that during March, as we move into pledge drive time and continue the long-range
planning process. In “Stone Soup”, the poor traveler starts with nothing, and has no idea if he will meet
generous villagers willing to contribute a potato or two, or some chorizo, or onions. He may have to
toughen up and eat some hot water “flavored” with a couple of stones. But as he tells his stories and entertains the villagers with news of the world, each are inspired to make their contributions as well. The
moral of the story by the end is: when all share a part, everyone goes home nourished.
It works that way at ALUUC too. Each of us, like the villagers, has something we can bring to the
table. Something that will make the end result much better than what we could come up with alone. This
is the season when we are specifically asked to be generous—to make the whole greater than the sum of
its parts. But also like the villagers, we do not need to impoverish ourselves either in resources or time.
Just bringing what we can is enough.
— Susan Solon

Pathway to Membership
Pathway to Membership is a series of sessions where new, prospective & current members can learn
more about UU, the ALUUC community, and we can get to know you! There are three sessions that
are offered which are:
#3
#1
#2
Branches: Fostering Growth
Seeds:
Roots: An inside scoop
& Creating Connections
Sharing Our Stories
on UUism and ALUUC
This session focuses on
s haring im port ant
themes and stories from
our life journey, with a
special emphasis on our
faith journeys.

This session is intended to present and
discuss various themes and developments
within UUism as a whole and ALUUC in
particular. We will explore the Principles
& Purposes, the Sources, and some important milestones. New and seasoned
members are encouraged to attend.

Monday, Apr. 18 at 7-10 pm (double session of #1 & #2)

This session is an opportunity
for newer people to meet
some of the leaders and mentors within the congregation,
to discuss how one might become more active and engaged!
Monday, Apr. 25 at 7-9 pm

Contact Rev. Martin Woulfe (minister@aluuc.org) or Susan Solon (welcome@aluuc.org) if you are
interested in attending. Child care is available upon request.
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Meals at the Weather Warming Center
Our 8th year of participation in providing winter meals for Springfield’s homeless population ended
March 27 at the Winter Warming Center. A very special thanks to Delinda Chapman who, as usual, did a
great job of coordinating this activity. Delinda writes “Many thanks go to our steady volunteers Meg Evan
and Pete Lazare, Debby Hagan, Jim Curran, Mark Hanson, Jim Custer, Vinnie Gupta, Eric, Missy and
Emma Thibodeaux-Thompson, Tom Vaught, Kitty Wrigley, Larry Muir, Michelle Green, and Mary Beaumont. Thanks to all who donated money, served food, or bought the extras each Sunday to fill out the
meal. The recipients were always so thankful and appreciative of our food and our presence. “
Sacred Conversations on Race (+ACTION)
23 members & friends participated in the first session. A second one will be scheduled for April (date to
be announced). Sponsored by Faith Coalition for the Common Good and started by the United Church of
Christ, this program takes an in-depth look at systemic racism and white privilege in two sessions. These
conversations are also happening this spring at other local congregations and around the country. After the
two sessions, we will dialogue with the other congregations. Contact Rev. Woulfe for more information.
UUANI (UU Advocacy Network of Illinois) Congregational Action Leaders
UUANI works “to build our collective power to act effectively for justice by building relationships within
our congregations and with other congregations.” Their major issue areas for this year are Environmental
Justice, Economic Justice, and Racial Justice. This group organized UUs from across the state to come to
Springfield for the Marriage Equality Rally (and we all know how that turned out!).





April 5 with Responsible Budget Coalition about the budget (HR922) (Carbondale UU is going.)
April 12 with Community Renewal Society about the Fair Tax (SJRCA1/HJRCA1), police accountability (SB2758), and ending barriers to employment (SB42). (Chicago UUs.)
April 13 with Illinois Peoples Action about the budget, Clean Jobs. (Bloomington & Chicago UUs.)
April 21 with Illinois Clean Jobs Coalition about Clean Jobs (SB1485/HB2607). (Chicago UUs.)

ALUUC needs a volunteer to be our liaison to this vibrant group. It involves wonderful, informative
conversations with other socially active Illinois UUs by conference call 6-8 times/year. You would not
have to join SAC, but would need to keep us informed about UUANI activities around the state. Nancy
Derrig (SAC@aluuc.org) has a detailed job description if you’re interested.
Also, Equality Illinois’ LGBT Advocacy Day is on April 13, 11 am - 5 pm with a reception at the Illinois
State Library from 5 - 6 pm. View the full schedule and register at tinyurl.com/2016-advocacy-day.
Change for Change
March’s collection provided Mini O’Beirne Crisis Nursery with $243.31. Thanks for your generosity.
Change for Change in April will go to the Illinois Innocence Project (IIP). Founded in 2001 as the
“Downstate Innocence Project” at UIS, IIP is dedicated to releasing innocent men and women imprisoned
in Illinois for crimes they did not commit. They advocate on behalf of this silenced population by researching and investigating claims of innocence, and providing legal representation and other assistance
to prove credible claims of actual innocence. UIS undergraduates and law students from the state’s three
public law schools work alongside and at the direction of IIP attorneys to review, evaluate and, where
strong evidence of actual innocence exists, investigate and legally pursue claims of innocence. IIP has
been intimately involved in the freeing of eight innocent individuals who were wrongfully imprisoned.
Next SAC Meeting—April 24th
SAC meets on the fourth Sunday of the month after services in the Fuller room. Everyone is most welcome! Together our actions can make changes. Please contact SAC@aluuc.org if you have an issue you
would like SAC to consider.

Page 8

ALUUC Green Sanctuary Report, by Bob Croteau, Virginia Forrer and Stu Jacobson

Earth Day April 22nd, 2016
The Green Sanctuary Committee wishes all the congregation a very sustaining Earth Day.
Instead of a special Earth Day service, we have recruited Vern LaGuess, Executive Director of the
Friends of Sangamon Valley (FOSV) to address a UU service in June. FOSV was featured in a February
issue of the Illinois Times and you would have seen him on the cover. They have been doing wonderful
things for our valley, preserving and restoring natural habitat and sponsoring annual river clean-ups.
Solar Data Report — With the Spring
Equinox of equal days and nights having
passed on March 19th, we are now in increasing hours of daylight, and the solar
array is responding by performing well as
you can see from the data output. The
spiked peaks are from intermittent clouds.
I’ve been browsing the Interfaith
Power and Light website to see if we
have been recognized as a Cool Congregations Challenge winner for this year but
awards apparently will be announced in April
around Earth Day. Although I think we have done
quite a lot, especially for a small congregation, I’m
happy to say the competition is significant, judging
from last year’s award recipients who engaged
whole communities and had more extensive resources. The first place winner installed six times
more solar panels than we did and they did it for
free through an innovative mechanism not available to us. If we don’t place maybe it will be because I
neglected to include our Recycling Program in the list, which has become such a way of life for us that
we didn’t even note it – which is a good thing. Thanks to Art Darken, who has been so instrumental in
its establishment!
— Bob

Why ALUUC Recycles
In keeping with one of our seven principles, “Respect the web of nature of which we are a part”,
ALUUC recycles glass, paper, plastic (#1-5), cardboard and metal cans from our events and work. The
recycling bins are located in the hallway by the bathrooms under the coat racks. Here are the ways recycling benefits the earth and respects the place of humans in the web of nature. The following information
is from actionrecyclingcenter.com/facts-about-recycling/ and environment.about.com/od/recycling/a/
metal-recycling.htm
Aluminum cans
 Recycling aluminum cans uses 95% less energy over refining from raw aluminum (Bauxite ore).
 Current energy saved in one year from recycling aluminum cans in the USA would light the entire
city of Denver, CO for more than 10 years.
 The energy saved in one year from recycled cans is equivalent to 20 million barrels of oil or 12 billion kilowatt hours of electricity.
 America alone uses over 80,000,000,000 aluminum pop cans every year.
Continued on page 9

Page 9
Continued from page 8




In two weeks, the United States produces enough cans that, if stacked end on end, would be tall
enough to reach the moon. Making cans from recycled aluminum cuts related air pollution by 95%.
Americans throw away enough aluminum every three months to rebuild our entire commercial air
fleet.

Steel / Iron Recycling
 The steel used every day by Americans could run a steel pipe line from New York to Los Angeles
and then back to New York.
 Using recycled steel saves 74% of the energy opposed to producing steel from raw ore.
 Steel recycling saves energy equivalent to electrically powering 1/5 of all homes in the U.S.
 Food cans usually contain a tin coating which is a valuable metal. 70% to 80% of this tin is recovered in the recycling process of food cans.
Paper
 Using recycled paper saves 70% of the energy needed to create paper from trees.
 To produce one week of Sunday newspapers in the USA, 500,000 trees must be cut down.
 If everyone recycled their newspapers, 250 million trees could be saved every year.
 It takes 15 years for a tree to produce just 700 grocery bags.
 One person on average will use up to seven trees a year using products made from trees.
 One billion trees worth of paper is thrown in the trash every year.
 Recycling one ton of paper can save 17 trees, 7,000 gallons of water, 380 gallons of oil, 3.3 cubic
yards of landfill space and 4,000 kilowatts of energy-enough to power the average U.S. home for six
months-and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by one metric ton of carbon equivalent (MTCE).
Plastics and glass
 At the bottom of plastic containers, you’ll find a number code which will help you separate your
plastics. We recycle plastic with numbers 1-5.
 70% of our plastics are made from domestic natural gas. In 2008, only 6.8% of plastics used in the
U.S. were recycled. Americans buy 28 billion bottles of water annually, and 70 to 80 percent of
those bottles end up in landfills. It would be better to drink water from the tap than from disposable
water bottles, but if you choose bottled water, then recycle the bottle.
 Plastic trash thrown into waters kills over 1 million creatures every year.
 The energy saved from one recycled glass bottle will run a 100 watt light bulb for 4 hours
The importance of recycling – This is just a portion of the benefits to recycling and just a portion of
recyclable materials. 75% of all “trash” can be recycled. Recycling benefits our energy resources, fuel,
our earth, and our future. And of course, recycling isn’t complete until a person buys products made from
recycled material.

Population Increase Makes Recycling Increasingly Important.
In 1950, there were a little over 2.5 billion people in the world. That number increased to about 7 billion in 2010 and is projected to reach over 9.5 billion by 2050 (Source www.Geohive.com) placing increasing stress on our natural resources. People in developed countries use more water, energy, timber,
oil and other resources per person than those in less developed countries. By recycling, ALUUC recognizes that natural resources are limited and by our actions are making a small attempt to use these resources responsibly. So please use the recycling bins provided.
— Stu & Virginia
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ALUUC Fellowship Events
Game Night — April 8 at 6 pm, ALUUC Commons
This Game Night will feature a special game for all ages — Hand & Foot! Come out for a night of
fun, food, and of course, games! Pizza will be provided, but you are welcome to bring your own sides,
snacks, drinks, and games!
Open Mic Night — April 9 at 6 - 9 pm, ALUUC
Do you have poetry, music, or a skit you would like to showcase, but you need an audience? Come to
Open Mic Night and share your talents. Just sign in when you get here and you will get a turn on the
Mic. Bring your own refreshments. Children are welcome.
Sunday Potluck — April 17, after the service.
Please bring a dish to share, or a small donation to help cover the cost of the potluck. We need assistance in the kitchen before the potluck, and assistance setting up the tables and food. Click here if you
would like to sign up to help that Sunday, and future Sundays, or contact Marissa DeWeese, at
email@aluuc.org.
Movie Nights at ALUUC — Popcorn & light refreshments are provided, along with subtitles for those
who are deaf or have a hearing impairment.


Movie #1 — Stardust — April 10 at 5 pm

“To win the heart of his beloved (Sienna Miller), a young man named Tristan (Charlie
Cox) ventures into the realm of fairies to retrieve a fallen star. What Tristan finds,
however, is not a chunk of space rock, but a woman (Claire Danes) named Yvaine.
Yvaine is in great danger, for the king’s sons need her powers to secure the throne,
and an evil witch (Michelle Pfeiffer) wants to use her to achieve eternal
youth and beauty. Also starring Robert De Niro and Mark Strong.”
Rated PG-13 for some fantasy violence and risque humor. 128 minutes.


Movie #2 — Far from the Madding Crowd — April 24 at 5 pm

“Based on the novel by Thomas Hardy, a headstrong Victorian beauty (Carey Mulligan)
and landowner has her choice of three different suitors: a shepherd (Matthias Schoenaerts), a dashing soldier (Tom Sturridge) and a prosperous, older bachelor (Michael
Sheen).” Rated PG-13 for PG-13 for some sexuality and violence. 119 minutes.
The Liturgical Arts Festival runs from Friday, April 29 through Saturday, May 7.
The exhibit of Liturgical and Sacred Art opening reception is Saturday, April 30 from 4:30
- 6:30 pm at the Springfield Art Association at
700 N. 4th St. Delinda Chapman is one of the
50 juried artists with work on display.
The exhibit is open to the public the entire
week of the festival. For more information,
including the schedule, go to
www.lafspringfield.org

ALUUC hosts our local PFLAG chapter (Parents
& Friends of Lesbians & Gays) on the Third
Monday of every month. The next meeting will be
held at ALUUC on Monday, April 18 at 7:00 pm.
This is a safe and confidential gathering of LGBTQ
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, & Queer)
people, their families, friends and allies to meet
and share. This PFLAG group is open to all and
welcomes your energy!
 Facebook: facebook.com/PFLAGSpringfieldIL
 Contact us at pflag-springfieldil_1@juno.com
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*NC — No Cover charge

Community Fellowship Events
There’s a lot of great events throughout the area — here’s a few where you may see other UUs!
 Apr 1
 5:30-7:30 pm, Robbie’s. Uptown Fri. Night: Dan Rivero Trio (jazz, blues). Family-friendly, NC.
 8-10 pm, UIS Observatory. Friday Night Star Parties. Get a good look at the astronomer’s perspective of the cosmos. Family-friendly. Free. For more info, including accessibility questions,
visit www.uis.edu/astronomy/about/starparties/. Regular, good-weather Friday (or Sunday) event.
 Apr 2, 2-3 pm, Vachel Lindsay Home. Chicago troubadour Steve Duchrow performs “Peddler
of Dreams”, an original work adapted from Vachel Lindsay’s writings. Family friendly. Free.
 Apr 3, 3-4 pm, Old State Capitol. “The Speeches of Frederick Douglass.” Historian and reenactor Bob Davis will present a monologue as Douglass. Family-friendly. Free.
 Apr 8, 5:30-7:30 pm, Robbie’s. Uptown Friday Night: Ocean State (jazz, Brazilian, blues). Family-friendly, NC.
 Apr 9, 2-3 pm, Vachel Lindsay Home. Poets in the Parlor: Poetry Collective. Local spoken word
poets will present their works under the direction of Kimberly Moore, who runs Expressions in the
Dark, one of Springfield’s longest-running open mic series. Free.
 Apr 15, 5:30-7:30 pm, Robbie’s. Uptown Friday Night: USAF Jazz Band. Family-friendly, NC.
 Apr 16, 3-9 pm, Springfield Art Association, “Roasted: Hot Pots & Pork”. Make a raku pot, eat
barbecue, and hear live music. $25 for adult glazing pot, $10 for child glazing ceramic figurine.
Cash bar. For more info go to springfieldart.org/Experience/SAA%20Events/index.html.
 Apr 20, 6-8 pm, Robbie’s, Springfield Poets & Writers Open Mic. No cover, but bring money for
food and drink. They have a great wine list, serve a good cup of coffee, and the pie is outstanding.
 Apr 22
 7:30 pm, UIS Studio Theatre. “Distracted”. $14/$12 Seniors/$10 UIS faculty & staff/$8 students.
For other times and dates, visit the UIS Studio Theatre website: www.uis.edu/theatre/.
 6-9 pm, The Pharmacy art gallery, 711 S. 5th St. “Draw Near”. Wendy Allen and Carol Bridges
present a show featuring sacred textile art. Family-friendly, free admission (but remember, the art
is for sale!).
 5:30-7:30 pm, Robbie’s. Uptown Friday Night: TBA. Family-friendly, NC.
 6-7 pm, and again from 8-9 pm, Legacy Theatre. VOLTA: Four Seasons. A fusion of music,
dance, and poetry from young performers. $5 admission.
UIS Engaged Citzenship & Common Experience Series— held in UIS Brookens Auditorium, this
series is free. For more information, visit www.uis.edu/speakerseries/.


Apr 6, 6 pm, “From Capital Scholar to Capitol Hill: My Education in Violence Against
Women Legislation”.



Apr 15, 7 pm, “Before You Suffocate Your Own Fool Self: Fiction about African-American
and Biracial Experience in Contemporary America”.



Apr 22, 4 pm, Documentary film “Immigrant Nation!” by Esaú Meléndez. Q&A after screening.



Apr 27, 7:30 pm, “Our Turn to Lead: Paving the Way for a Resilient, Secure, and Sustainable
Future”.
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***
Are you planning on attending either
***
MidAmerica UUA Regional Assembly or UUA General Assembly?
If you will be attending either of these annual meetings, and you are interested in being a delegate, please
contact Board President Phil Anderson (president@aluuc.org) or any other board member ASAP!
MidAmerica UUA Regional Assembly 2016:
The WHO in the New Era of UU
April 29 - May 1, St. Paul, MN
Go to www.midamericauua.org/events/regionalassembly for more information.

UUA General Assembly 2016
Heart Land:
Where Faiths Connect
June 22-26, Columbus, OH
For more information, go to www.uua.org/ga.

The UU Women’s Connection Voices of Women is here!
In the latest edition of the VOW (found at www.uuwomensconnection.org/newsletters),
check out articles all about our amazing Red Tent experience at the DeKoven Center in
Racine, WI. We also recap the full fall experience with stories about workshops, our
croning ritual, and we proudly introduce the newest members of our council.
But we’re moving into spring now, and with spring everyone’s thoughts turn to Pilgrim’s Park and our
wonderful spring conference on June 3-5! Our theme for this spring is Air, and we will be
“Honoring Our Sacred Stories” with keynote speaker Christine Organ christineorgan.com.
Register for the spring conference online at www.uuwomensconnection.org, beginning April 1, 2016.
Paper registrations are available by contacting Diana DeWeese or Tracy Zieber Minks.

FABULOUS FUNDRAISING, no products you don’t want. Scrip is a cooperative
that allows congregation members to buy gift cards to national retailers at face value. A
percentage of each card sold comes back to ALUUC. Gas stations, grocery and clothing
stores, drugstores and restaurants are well-represented on the list of 400+ vendors.
Go to www.aluuc.org/about-aluuc/members/scrip-program for step-by-step instructions on how to
register for this program. Use the code provided by Kerri Skrudland (scrip@aluuc.org) to join the
ALUUC’s program. Scrip gift cards are sent to ALUUC; members then can pick them up and use
them. Many scrip cards are reloadable, and you can also buy scrip as a ScripNow eCard, which can
be printed from your computer and used immediately.
Our next order deadline is April 17. Please contact Kerri Skrudland at scrip@aluuc.org for more
information about this exciting program.

Labyrinth Walk
Our next monthly meditative walk
will be held on Friday, April 15
at 7 pm. This is a unique, ancient
pathway to greater spirituality. There will also
be an opportunity to receive a Oneness Blessing before and after you walk; those who wish
to stay after the walk may join in a UU Communion held in Rev. Woulfe’s office.

We congratulate Holy Family Inclusive Catholic
Community for finding its new permanent home!
Go to www.inclusiveholyfamily.org for more info.

Flowers for April
April 3 – Eric & Missy Thibodeaux-Thompson
April 10 – Posy Robertson
April 17 – Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
April 24 – Vi Lanum
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BOOK GROUP
The Book Group meets on the
fourth Tuesday of each month.
Join us on April 26 at 7:30 pm
at Barbara Moore’s home to discuss I Know Why the Caged Bird
Sings by Maya Angelou.
From Kirkus: “This evocative
first volume of her six books of
autobiography, originally published in 1969 (1984 in the UK),
vividly depicts Angelou’s ‘tender
years’ from the ages of three to
16, partly in the American south
during the depression-wracked
1930s, while also offering timeless insights into the empowering
quality of books.”
Future books we will read
include: Just Mercy by Bryan
Stephenson ( A UUA Common
Read Book for this year); The
Immortal Irishman by Timothy
Egan; and Leave Me Alone, I’m
Reading by Maureen Corrigan.
Everyone is welcome. If you
have questions, call Barbara.

GROUPS at ALUUC
values, humanism as way of life,
separation of church and state,
science/evolution/neuroscience,
behavioral economics and bipartisan politics.
On Monday April 25 at 7
pm, Carol Floyd will review two
books on American culture wars,
both past and recent: Stephen
Prothero’s Why Liberals Win the
Culture Wars (Even When They
Lose Elections): The Battles That
Define America from Jefferson’s
Heresies to Gay Marriage, and
Andrew Hartman’s A War for the
Soul of America: A History of the
Culture Wars.
For a BookTV discussion on
the first book, go here. For a
book review on the first book, go
here. For an author discussion at
Spring Arbor University on the
second book on YouTube, go
here. For book reviews of the
second book, go here and here.
Questions? Email Susan Solon and/or Vi Lanum at
humanistgroup@hotmail.com.

DREAM GROUP
This is an opportunity for folks
to discuss their dreams in a relaxed, friendly, informal setting.
The Dream Group is using an
online format for our conversations about dreams. Occasionally
we’ll have informal gatherings.
For more information, contact
Phil Gregg by phone or by email.

NEWS GROUP
The News Group meets on the
first Thursday of each month.
Join us on April 7 at 7 pm. at
Renata and Heiko Buchloh’s,
home.
Call Renata or Heiko at if
you have any questions. Everyone is welcome.

HUMANIST GROUP
The Humanist Group emphasizes
core values such as dignity of the
individual, equality, and social
justice. We discuss a variety of
topics including morality/ethical

PAGAN GROUP
The Pagan Group will have a
planning meeting on Sunday,
April 3, at 12:30 pm in the
Fuller Room. We will be discussing Beltane, which will be held
on Saturday, April 30 at 5 pm,

as well as a special project for
the Pharmacy Art Gallery.
Please come join us and
bring your ideas to the table. All
are welcome! For more information, please contact Tracy Zieber
Minks by phone or at
aluucpagans@gmail.com.

WOMEN in the RED TENT
The ALUUC Red Tent is open to
any individual who identifies as
a woman and who is looking for
a sacred space with other
women. What is a Red Tent? A
Red Tent is a red textile space
where women gather to rest, renew, and often share deep and
powerful stories about their lives.
A Red Tent offers women a state
of beingness rather than our continual doing mode.
We meet monthly, usually
the last Saturday of the month
in the afternoon. Our next Red
Tent is April 30th at 1:30 pm, in
the ALUUC Commons.
Moms!—Your girls are welcome to join us in the red tent
and become part of our sacred
space for women. We leave it to
each Mom because she knows
her girl the best. Activities/topics
will be posted on our Facebook
group. Nursing babies are always
welcome!
Come join us! For more information, or if you would like to
join our Facebook group, email
redtent@aluuc.org.
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April 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

*5:30 pm
1 9:30 am
2
Uptown Friday
Zen Meditation
Night
6 pm
*2 pm troubador @
Feline Ranch Vachel Lindsay Home
Trivia Night
* 7 pm
Pledge Drive Kick*8 pm Friday
off Party
Night Star Party
@ Childs’ home
9:20 Choir
3
Sunday Service
Change for Change
Pledge Drive begins
12:30 pm
Pagan Group
Planning Mtg.
*3 pm Speeches of
Frederick Douglass
@ Old State Capitol

4 *UUANI 5

10

11 *UUANI 12

Lobby Day
11:45 am
Greater
Springfield
Interfaith
Association
Meeting

Sunday Service
Member & Friends
Group Photo

Lobby Day
7 pm
Board
Meeting

5 pm Movie Night
#1 - Stardust
9:20 Choir

17 7 pm

18

Pathway to
Sunday Service Membership
- Sessions
#1 & #2
Sunday Potluck
12 pm
RE Com. Mtg.

7 pm
PFLAG
Meeting

19
6:30 pm
EcoCamp
Planning
Meeting

Scrip Deadline
9:20 Choir
24
Sunday Service
12 pm Social
Action Com. Mtg.
12 pm Program
Com. Mtg.
5 pm Movie Night
#2 - Far from the
Madding Crowd

7 pm
25
Pathway to
Membership
- Session #3
7 pm
Humanist
Group

26
*7:30 pm
Book
Group

6

7 *5:30 pm

*7 pm
*6 pm News
ECCE Group
Speaker
Series
7:15 pm
Meditation
Group

13

8 9 am Rev. John

Uptown Friday
Night
6 pm
Game Night
“Hand
& Foot”

14 *5:30 pm

9

Shelby Spong
@ ALUUC
*2 pm Rev. John
Shelby Spong
@ UUCP
*2 pm Poets in the
Parlor @ V.L. Home
6 pm Open Mic
Night @ ALUUC

15

16

*UUANI
Lobby Day

Uptown Friday
9:30 am
Night
Zen Meditation
7 pm
7:15 pm
*11 am Meditation Labyrinth Walk *3 pm “Roasted: Hot
LGBT
*7 pm ECCE
Pots & Pork”
Group
Adv. Day
Speaker Series
@ SAA

20
21 *4 pm ECCE 22
*6 pm *UUANI
Speaker Series
Springfield Lobby Day
*5:30 pm Uptown
Poets &
Friday Night 9:30 am
Writers
7:15 pm *6 pm Draw Near Zen Meditation
Open Mic Meditation @ The Pharmacy
@ Robbie’s
Group
*6 pm
VOLTA: 4 Seasons
@ Legacy Theatr.
*7:30 pm
Distracted @ UIS
27

28

29 9:30 am

*7:30 pm
ECCE
7:15 pm *Liturgical Arts
Speaker Meditation Festival
Series
Group
*MidAmerica
UUA Regional
Assembly 2016

23

30

Zen Meditation
1:30 pm Women
in the Red Tent
*4:30 pm LAF
reception @ SAA
5 pm Pagan Group
Ritual: Beltane

* indicates event takes place off-site. Bold text indicates an ALUUC-sponsored event.
Check online at www.aluuc.org/events for the most up-to-date calendar.

Contact Information
Clergy:
Minister
Minister Emeritus

Rev. Martin Woulfe
Rev. Berkley Moore

minister@aluuc.org
ministeremeritus@aluuc.org

Cheryl Wycoff
Nancy Kraus
Tracy Zieber Minks
Susan Solon
Kathy Schultz
Bonnie Ettinger

office@aluuc.org
accountant@aluuc.org
CRE@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
choir@aluuc.org
music@aluuc.org

Staff:
Office Manager
Accountant
Interim RE Coordinator
Membership Coordinator
Music
Pianist

ALUUC

Board of Directors:
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Board Members

Philip Anderson
Frank Kopecky
Tina Bennett
Marissa DeWeese
Melissa Bernhardt
Kent Childs
Linda Quigley
Ricky Stead
Kim Villanueva

president@aluuc.org
vicepresident@aluuc.org
treasurer@aluuc.org
secretary@aluuc.org

62711

(217)
Delinda Chapman
Debby Hagan
Roger Powers

com@aluuc.org
nominating@aluuc.org
endowment@aluuc.org

Kurt DeWeese & Marissa DeWeese
Cheryl Wycoff & Marissa DeWeese
Carol Kneedler
Gwen Childs & Kurt DeWeese
Gwen Childs
Vi Lanum
TBA
Kurt DeWeese
Meg Evans & Art Darken
Debby Hagan & Carol Kneedler
Susan Solon
Delinda Chapman
Dianne Roberts
Diana DeWeese
Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
& Dianne Roberts
Nancy Derrig
Tracy Zieber Minks & Meg Evans

email@aluuc.org
newsletter@aluuc.org
webmaster@aluuc.org
facilities-com@aluuc.org
aesthetics@aluuc.org
flower@aluuc.org
fellowship@aluuc.org
finance@aluuc.org
greensanctary@aluuc.org
plan@aluuc.org
welcome@aluuc.org
pastoralcare@aluuc.org
personnel-com@aluuc.org
program.com@aluuc.org
RE@aluuc.org

Committees of the Board
Electronics & Communication
- Newsletter
- Webmaster
Facilities
- Aesthetics
- Flower
Fellowship
Finance
Green Sanctuary
Long Range Planning
Membership & Publicity
Pastoral Care
Personnel
Program
Religious Education (RE)
Social Action
Welcoming Congregations

Road
Springfield, IL

Committees of the
Congregation
Committee on Ministry
Nominating Committee
Endowment Trust

745 Woodside

SAC@aluuc.org
WCC@aluuc.org

585-9550

The Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Springfield, IL is a religious community of individuals
coming together for spiritual growth and fellowship. Whether
you’re looking for a church to call home or just curious about
Unitarian Universalism, we invite you to get to know our
congregation and the people who make it so special.
Visit us on the web at www.aluuc.org

ALUUC - Since 1953 Celebrating over 60 years of liberal religion in the Springfield area.

Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
745 Woodside Road
Springfield, Illinois 62711
217-585-9550

