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Handout 6.1 - We Are One
by UUA President, Rev. Peter Morales

"We Are One" is excerpted from A People So Boldpbection of essays on the future
of Unitarian Universalist justice work published $iinner House in December 2009.

The hilly countryside of Chiapas is dotted everyweheith milpas, patches of corn.
These milpas look nothing like the vast ocean dirityzed, fertilized, industrialized,
subsidized corn that stretches from Nebraska to Xewk State. In Chiapas, the corn
plants are farther apart, and the corn is mixetl itans and squash in an ancient,
sustainable combination that produces a diet Wittha essential amino acids. The corn
is tended by hand, in little plots worked by indival families.

Chiapas is Mexico’s southernmost state, borderingt&nala. In both regions,
impressive Mayan ruins dot the landscape and doawsts. The descendants of that
great civilization live today in abject poverty. dbhildren are malnourished. Many
cannot afford milk. Mayans are on the margins aiedy, living today, as they have for
the past five hundred years, under an oppressgimecthat denies their basic human
rights.

My wife Phyllis and | traveled to Chiapas as pdraaelegation sponsored by the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. We metwgeople running nonprofit
organizations, and we also met with Zapatista sebieliggling, with limited success,
against centuries of oppression. They taught ustahe intimate connections between
the industrial corn of lowa and the native corthi@ milpas. Since the advent of the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), U.&nchas been changing the
Mexican economy. The corn tortilla, the staplena Mexican diet, especially among the
poor, is now typically made with U.S. corn. As demdor ethanol for U.S. gas guzzlers
inflates the price of U.S. corn, the price of ttat has skyrocketed. A little-known part
of those NAFTA agreements required Mexico to chatgkaws that permitted ejidos,
large areas of land owned communally for generatidhe moneyed classes can now
buy up land long owned by peasant families.

The richest man in the world is a Mexican, Carlbs1SSlim is in fat city, worth more
than Bill Gates or Warren Buffett, and getting gclat an amazing rate. He enjoys his
wealth in a country where millions of children hamsufficient food, a woeful education
system, and no health care. It is an old stoye Idifferent from that of Europe or the
United States. With rural families living on smplbts of land being forced to leave,
Chiapas is now a leading exporter of people. Asishads of economic refugees flee
Chiapas, others from Central America cross Chiapakeir way north. They are
heading for jobs at luxurious beach resorts filleth Americans and Europeans, or for
the slums of Mexico City. Some of the most advemisrrisk takers head for la frontera,
the newly militarized border that tries to sepaxsperate Mexicanos from jobs in the
United States. Hundreds die trying to cross theideand now there are Anglo vigilantes
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on the border attempting to “protect” America frame frightful prospect of more illegal
immigrants. U.S. citizens are afraid, and their feastoked by reactionary ideologues
and political opportunists in both major parties.

The illegal immigrants who are already here araidfitoo. There are about twelve
million of them. They don’t know when a raid by édl authorities will break up their
families. Children don’t know when their motherfather will be taken away. It
happened not long ago in Greeley, Colorado. Iagening all over the country, and it is
madness.

We live in a new America. My colleague Stan Perabs at the America of the moo-shoo
burrito and the Korean taco. California now hasemmeople from minority populations
than it has whites. Our country is now home to nidispanics than African Americans.

In most cities, the children entering the publib@mls speak more than seventy languages
among them.

America was once defined by the movement of peaple came to the east coast and
moved westward. The new American story is of peapd@ing north from countries to
the south and moving to the west coast from coemin the Far East—such as Vietnam,
Korea, and elsewhere.

In the case of the recent rapid increase in imrtigndrom Mexico and Central America,
most U.S. citizens tend to think we are somehowipas/ictims. These aliens are
pouring over our border and must be stopped.

The truth is very different. Our economic policiedyich disproportionately benefit the
wealthy, are helping to create wrenching econonslodations in Mexico, Guatemala,
and Nicaragua. Many of the people trying to sneak the United States were pushed out
of their homes by U.S. policies.

| am not suggesting that our country does not needntrol its borders, and | do not
pretend to have all the policy answers. | do knlois: tWe cannot pretend that we had
nothing to do with the creation of this problenaldo know this: We are all connected.
We are in this together.

Let us take a moment to get some historical petsfeon our situation. Let us look at
some major demographic events of the past five tathgears: The arrival of Europeans
started a horrific pandemic in the Americas. It wesse than the plague in Europe and
many times worse than AIDS. Native Americans hadeststance to the new diseases
such as smallpox. Entire populations were wiped lbutas easy for Europeans to move
west across North America because the Indian ptpalhad largely died off. The
Native American population was a tiny fraction diat it had been in 1491.

Another major demographic move, of course, wasntportation of African slaves.
Slavery became the basis of an economy producitigrcand tobacco for an
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international market. The legacy of slavery, raciand oppression still casts its shadow
across America.

A hundred and seventy years ago, the slave-basedery with huge plantations
growing commodities for export expanded westwardssthe South, but then it hit a
border. What is now southeast Texas is prime landfowing cotton. The trouble was
that it was part of Mexico. The border was porabisugh, and undocumented Anglos
poured across, bringing their slaves. They encoedtanother problem: Slavery was
illegal in Mexico. The Anglo immigrants soon fomedta rebellion aimed at legalizing
slavery. This is not radical left-wing revisionkgstory; this is the standard account of
academic historians, and the version told on thiwéssity of Texas website The fact
that the white Texan revolt against Mexico was firohon the desire to extend black
slavery has somehow never filtered down to whateaeh in elementary schools. After
winning their quick little war of independence, Bsxoined the union as a slave state.
Sadly, James Bowie, Davy Crockett, and Sam Houstre not the freedom-loving
heroes we were once led to believe.

We need to see our present situation in its histbdontext. The border between the
United States and Mexico was created to make dpastavery. We are building fences
and guard towers along that border to keep Mexitams reentering land that was taken
from them. Of course, the Mexican elite, mostlfeofopean descent, were not exactly
blameless: The land that undocumented Americates fstom them was land they had
previously stolen from Native Americans. It is eésyletermine who has a legal right to
be here, but who has a moral right to be here?

As a religious people who affirm human compassaaivocate for human rights, and
seek justice, we must never make the mistake dluisorg a legal right with a moral

right. The forced removal of Native Americans frtmeir land and onto reservations was
legal. The importation and sale of African slavess\wegal. South African apartheid was
legal. The confiscation of the property of Jewthatbeginning of the Nazi regime was
legal. The Spanish Inquisition was legal. Crucifyiresus was legal. Burning Michael
Servetus at the stake for his unitarian theology legal. The fact that something is legal
does not cut much ethical ice. The powerful hawegé used the legal system to oppress
the powerless.

It is true that as citizens we should respect tie of law. More importantly, though, our
duty is to create laws founded on our highest sehgestice, equity, and compassion.
Loud voices urge us to choose fear, denial, reaationationalism, and racism. We must
resist and choose the better way urged by evergmnajgious tradition. We must
choose the path of compassion and hope. We mustelapath that is founded on the
recognition that we are connected, that we arm allis together.

These are the teachings of every great traditionhécore of the teachings of Jesus is
the conviction that we are all one. We are all Gatthiildren, and we are all equal. We are
supposed to care for one another. Jesus taugftlloers that an act of kindness to the
most humble human being was the equivalent of pmifay the same for Jesus.



UUA Immigration Study Guide

The prophet Muhammad taught that the tribal divisiamong the Arabian people were
wrong. The symbols of those tribal divisions wére legion of tribal gods, and
Muhammad told the people that these gods were, llaethere is only one God. We are
united, and we owe our allegiance to the one creato

Buddhism teaches that if we stop and really pagnétin, we will realize that the things
we think separate us are an illusion. Our connestare ultimately real, not our
divisions.

We find the same message in every tradition: Weaee We are connected. We are
brothers and sisters. If we truly accept that veeadirpart of a greater whole, that what
unites and transcends us is ultimately more impottean our illusion of individuality,
how might that guide us? If we accept that comjpas@iterally “to suffer with”) is the
manifestation of realizing that we are one, whatthe implications? What would our
community and our state and our nation do if theyenguided by the finest aspirations
of humanity’s religions? What would you and | devié¢ were guided by these very same
ideas, as expressed in our Unitarian Universatisiciples? What future might we build

if we created policies guided by our notions otiges equity, and compassion in human
relations?

| do not have all the policy answers on immigratiorihe related issues of public
education, health care, and the economy. | do kih@sv Breaking up poor working
families who have lived among us for years doedewdtlike justice, equity, and
compassion in action. Refusing minimal health sswito young children does not feel
like the way we should treat members of our hunaamilfyy. Having our police forces
profile brown people does not feel like breakingvddhe walls of tribalism. Creating a
huge wall, complete with barbed wire, across hutslad miles of border does not feel
neighborly.

There must be a better way, and you and | mustlheld it. Barbed wire is not the
answer. More border guards and more deportatianaarthe answer. Paranoia and
panic will solve nothing.

We must remember that we are all immigrant stoe&ryesingle one of us living on this
continent. Even Native Americans at one time imutigd here from Asia.

We must also acknowledge that we helped to créatsituation in which displaced
people look to find a home here. America has alydmkn transformed by the latest
waves of immigration. Our children and grandchiidege going to live in a multicultural
society—a society of moo-shoo burritos, egg ralb& and whole wheat tortillas. We
need not be afraid of that multicultural societgaFleads to violence and repression.

Instead, let us embrace the possibilities beforé.eisus be guided by love and hope. Let
our actions emerge from the deep conviction thapgefrom Mexico and Korea and
Canada and Vietnam are ultimately part of our edeerfamily. Surely, religious people
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who have learned to embrace the wisdom of Jud&$mstianity, humanism, Islam, and
Eastern religions can lead the way. We are peopteivave always affirmed human
diversity. We have always looked to the future aeen new possibilities. We must do so
again. Let us be the people who break down therarpibarriers that divide us from
them. We are one, and love and hope will guide_esus, together with all our brothers
and sisters, build a new way.



