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Worship Services are held Sunday mornings at 10:30am.
Religious education and child care are provided for children of all ages.
Large Print Bulletins and Hymnals, as well as hearing devices, are available upon request.

May 2 ~ Every Citizen a Diplomat
Karen Hasara
Karen Hasara, former Springfield mayor and Board member of the US Center for Citizen
Diplomacy, will discuss the work of the Center and how every citizen can participate in the
effort to improve our image around the world.

May 9 ~ Sojourn: Turning Pain Into Healing
The speaker is Candi Clouse, Prevention & Development Coordinator, Sangamon County
Court Advocate, Sojourn Shelter & Services.

May 16 ~ Music Sunday
Bonnie Ettinger provides piano accompaniment and Craig Bailey leading the singing. Other
members and friends of the congregation will also be participating. Springisin full bloom,
and thisis an ideal opportunity to celebrate the joys of good music. WE'll be singing some
favorite hymns, and a few other less known but singable ones.

May 23 ~TheTrials, Tribulation & Triumph of Hosting a Youth Conference
Come and hear the good, the bad, and the ugly of planning and hosting a youth conference
for 200 teenagers. The Senior High Youth group will share stories and learnings from their
experience of planning, implementing, and ultimately surviving a venture most adults would
never take on!

May 30 ~Thelns & Outs of Spirituality
Rev. Martin Woulfe
In this service, Rev. Woulfe will consider where spirituality occurs -- specifically, the differ-
ences between the sense of sacred connected which one may discover indoors v. outdoors.
* This service will include a new member welcome *

June 6 ~ Flower Communion
Rev. Martin Woulfe
This service continues afestive tradition created by Unitarian congregations in the late nine-
teenth century, celebrating the twin beauty and marvels of Spring & community. Members
and friends are invited to bring a flower to share with another, and to receive one in return.
* ALUUC's Annual Meeting will follow the service *

745 Woodside Road, Springfield IL 62711
217-585-9550



Election Sate for the 2010 Annual Meeting

The ALUUC Nominating Committee is pleased to report that the
following individuals have agreed to be candidates for election at the
congregation’s June 6, 2010 annual meeting:

President, one year term: Kurt DeWeese
Vice-President, one year term: Doug L iber ati
Secretary, oneyear term: Kelly Anderson
Treasurer, oneyear term: Stacey Shinkle Van Bogaert

Board members (two year term):
Phillip Anderson
Chelsea Fry
Brian Reynolds

Board member (oneyear term):
Carol Floyd
Roger Powers
Cathy Talano

Nominating Committee:
Buffy Lael
Berkley Moore
Endowment Trust Committee:

Wes Duiker
Jeff Bennett

* Annual meeting will follow the service on Sunday, June 6th *

May 4, 2010
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From the Boowd President...

Today the first iris bloom appeared in my yard---what a welcome sight! We lived in California
many years ago, and the consistently mild weather was lovely. However, | am atrue Midwesterner,
and | feel that the diversity of our changing seasons is much more invigorating. Granted, the winter
presents some challenges, but that just makes the arrival of spring more joyous.

Diversity is something we Unitarian-Universalists celebrate. We take great pride in the way we
entertain and accept so many differing philosophical and religious viewpoints. We loveto engagein
lively discussions about our various beliefs, and we are willing to endure alittle discomfort to ac-
commodate many readings, hymns, and spiritual practices that might not be totally relevant to us.
We have made progress in terms of making our congregations welcoming for GLBT persons, and
this particular church serves peoplein every economic class. We speak out against intolerance and
bigotry, yet we have one glaring blind spot that we just can’t see our way to get around. UU’s are
overwhelmingly white, and this robs us of the vitality that we could be experiencing in our spiritual
family.

In our personal experience, being an interracial family has brought incredible richness to our lives.
Kent and I place a high value on stepping outside of our comfort zones and placing ourselves in situ-
ations where we are in the minority--which often feels strange in the beginning. However, since we
are white, we have the luxury of stepping back into the ease and privilege of the majority whenever
wefeel likeit. Our children and grandchildren do not have that choice. They livein the minority all
day, every day. Our family has made an effort to build the relationships that have created our own
village, and it has been time well spent. It sustains us as parents and provides African-American role
models for our children. All of us, young and old, need the support of others who share an under-
standing of the significant issues that we face.

The recent issue of the UU World tackles the lack of racial and cultural diversity in our denomina-
tion, and | hope that everyone will take the time to read it. Just as most of us would get tired of being
“the only one” if the shoe was on the other foot, many minority UU’s are frustrated with our lack of
progress. Perhaps we could be more fearless about inviting our friends
of color to join usfor aworship service now and then. Maybe our
ethnic friends would enjoy some of our interesting activities. Since we
have found something good here, it just may be what they are searching
for, aswell. We serve up aunique “religious stew” here at ALUUC, and
==—=——adding some new flavors would make it so much more delicious!

~ Gwenw Childs

New Member:
We are pleased to welcome a new member:
Joel Brauer signed the Member ship Book on April 4, 2010
Please be sure to introduce yourself.

On Sunday, May 30 the service will include a new member welcoming ceremony:
the following individuals who have signed the membership book during recent months
will be recognized: Melinda (Mindy) Miller; David & Kathy Whitworth; Patricia Fletcher;
Jillina (Zurawski) Jones; Larry Parr; Paul Jurgens; Joel Brauer.




ALUUC Focus

From the Boawd Treasurer...

Treasurer’s Report
February-March 2010

Per our financial statements for the month of February 2010:
Operating revenue for February 2010: $ 10,278
Operating expenses for February 2010: $ 15,795
Mortgage liability paid in February 2010: $ 1,930
Total Ouflow for February 2010: $ 7,447

Per our financial statements for the month of March 2010:
Operating revenue for March 2010: $ 18,298
Operating expenses for March 2010: $ 11,295
Mortgage liability paid in March 2010: $ 1,936
Total INflow for March 2010: $ 5,067

Year-to-date (YTD) results, July 2009-M ar ch 2010:
Operating revenue YTD: $ 141,729
Operating expenses YTD: $ 109,774
Mortgage liability paid YTD: $ 17,197
Total INflow YTD: $ 14,758

Expenses have started to catch up to revenue, especially in February. In March, the revenue total
received a once-a-year boost from the auction. Revenue and expenses will continue to even out as we

near the end of the year—we budgeted to break even at the end of the fiscal year on June 30.

Copies of the most recent financial statements are always posted on the Board’s bulletin board in the
hallway. If you have any questions about financial issues, please feel free to ask me.

~ Megan Renner

Rev. Woulfe will conclude his sabbatical at the end of May. Pastoral care concerns during this
month should be directed to Michael Plog, Delinda Chapman or Jodi Perko.

JOYSAND CONCERNS
Kim Nair’s mother, Ellen Claire Thompson, will begin home hospice care soon.
Mattilou Catchpole has recovered from a seizure she suffered on April 26, 2010.
Bonnie Etinger’s mother, Margaret Heinmiller, age 88, passed away on April 29, 2010.

Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant’s mother, Arlette Wilson, age 74, of Manitou Beach, M,
passed away on April 13, 2010.
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Contact Information

CLERGY:
Minister Rev. Martin Woulfe minister@aluuc.org
Minister Emeritus Rev. Berkley Moore mini ster-emeritus@al uuc.org
STAFF:
Office Manager Cheryl Wycoff office@aluuc.org
RE Coordinator Marla Johnson CRE@aluuc.org
Music/Pianist Bonnie Ettinger music@aluuc.org
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President Gwen Childs president@aluuc.org
Vice President Delinda Chapman vicepresident@aluuc.org
Treasurer Megan Renner treasurer@aluuc.org
Secretary Kitty Wrigley secretary@aluuc.org
Board Members Kelly Anderson
LindaHaynes
Beverly Holmes
Doug Liberati
Phillip Anderson
Bill McCall
COMMITTEES OF THE
CONGREGATION
Committee on Ministry Rebecca Anderson CoM @aluuc.org
Nominating Committee Buffy Lael nominating@al uuc.org
Endowment Trust Frank Kopecky endowment@al uuc.org
COMMITTEES OF THE
BOARD:
Electronics & Communications Mike Haynes ECC@aluuc.org
- Newsletter Pam Daniel newsl etter @al uuc.org
- Webmaster Carol Kneedler webmaster @al uuc.org
Facilities Kurt DeWeese facilities@aluuc.org
- Aesthetics Renata Buchloh aesthetics@aluuc.org
- Flower Vi Lanum flower@aluuc.org
Fellowship Diana DeWeese fellowship@aluuc.org
Finance Mark Hanson finance@aluuc.org
Green Sanctuary Meg Evans greensanctuary @al uuc.org
Membership & Publicity MPC@aluuc.org
Pastoral Care Michael Plog pastoral care@aluuc.org
Program Penny Wollan-Kriel program@aluuc.org
Religious Education (RE) Dianne Roberts-Hill RE@@aluuc.org
Socia Action Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant SAC@aluuc.org

fvyIl

Change of Address or Email: Changes can be submitted by email to Updates@aluuc.org or by
completing the ALUUC Membership Update Form found in the office.

Newsletter Option: To stop receiving this newsletter by mail or to change to receive it by email,
please email your request to Pamela Daniel at newsl etter@al uuc.org

Nametags: If you need a replacement nametag, please email your request to our Office Manager,
Cheryl Wycoff, at office@aluuc.org or print your name on a piece of paper and place it in the nametag
slot found on the nametag rack.
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Groups and Other Eventy

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

The Book Group meets on the fourth Tues-
day of each month. Join us on May 25th at
7:30 p.m. at BarbaraMoaoore's, We will discuss
“Girl With a Pearl Earring” by Tracy Cheva
lier. A Time magazine review says, “A portrait
of radiance...Tracy Chevalier brings the real
artist Vermeer and a fictional muse to life in a
jewel of anovel.”

Future books we will read include : “
Homer and Langley” by E. L. Doctorow , “The
Help”, Kathryn Stockett, and “ Remarkable
Creatures’ Tracy Chevalier

Call Barbara at if you have any questions.
Everyoneiswelcome.

BRIDGE GROUP

The Bridge Group, on Friday evening,
May 14th at 7:00, is scheduled at the home of
Barbara Moore.

DREAM GROUP

The Dream Group will meet on Monday,
May 3, at 7:00 p.m. in the Emerson Room at
the church. This meeting is an opportunity for
folks to share and discuss their recent dreams
in arelaxed and informal setting. Newcomers
are always welcome. For more information on
the Dream Group, contact John Glosser.

FLUTE CIRCLE

This group meets on the second
Wednesday of each month from 7:00 to
9:00pm at the ALUUC. Flutes will be made
available for othersto try. The focus of this
circlewill be the care and playing of the
Native American Style Flute, but other types
of flutes are welcome. Any questions can be
directed to Mike Haynes.

For Everyone's Safety...

Please do not park on the driveway in
front of the building. This is a fire lane
and must be kept clear. Thank you

HUMANIST DISCUSSION GROUP

The next meeting will be ajoint gathering
of the Theologiesin Dialogue Group and the
Humanist Discussion Group on Monday
May 24 at 7:00 pm at the ALUUC. John Malan
will review Mora Courage by Rushworth
Kidder. Kidder writesthat moral courage can
be defined as the readiness to endure danger for
the sake of principle. He then providestools and
stories to help anyone make reasonably clear,
confident decisions when faced with complicated
moral challenges at work, at home and in the
community. Group discussion will follow.
A brief summary of the book can be found at
http://www.spiritualityandpracti ce.com/books/
books.php?id=9568
If you have any questions please contact Carol
Floyd or John Glosser

KIDS CLUB

Kids Club will not be meeting May 7,
2010. Kid's Club will instead be meeting
May 14,2010. Further detailswill be placed
in the weekly announcements prior to that
date. Thank You from the Sr. Youth!!

LABYRINTH WALK

Looking for a*“kinder & gentler” — but no
less profound -- spiritual practice? Labyrinth
Walks are held indoors at ALUUC on the third
Friday of each month. Participants are encour-
aged to journal afterwards. Mark your calendar
& pleasejoin us on Friday, Friday, May 14,
7—-9:30 pm

MOVIE NIGHT

Movie Night will feature the 2009 block-
buster film “Avatar.” This film will be shown at
ALUUC on Sunday, May 30, beginning at 6 pm.
Free refreshments will be available.

NEW TO UU

Dueto Rev. Woulfe's sabbatical, there will
not be aNew to UU sessionin May. The next
session will be held on Tuesday, June 8, at 7 pm.
Sign up now!
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Groups and Other Eventy

NEWS COVENANT GROUP

The News Group will meet on Wednesday,
May 12 at 7:30 p.m. at Frank and Linda Ko-
pecky’s. (Note this is a one time change from
our regular meeting date on the first Thursday.)
Cadll the Kopecky’sif you have any questions.
Everyoneis welcome.

SPANISH CLUB

Due to Rev. Woulfe's sabbatical, the Spanish
Club will not meet in May. The next gathering
will be apot luck at the home of Rev. Woulfe &
Angela Aznarte on Sunday, June 13, at 5 pm.

THEOLOGIESIN DIALOGUE GROUP
Please see Humanist Discussion Group for
joint meeting description. Some people will stay

afterward for an optional communion service.

YOUNG ADULT GROUPBRUNCH

Will be held on MY 16, 2010, the location
will be determined after the church service. All
young adult members, friends, and visitors are
welcome. Anyone interested should find
Amanda Clark after the service.

ADULT RELIGIOUSEDUCATION

Linda and Frank Kopecky have agreed to
help Rev. Wolfe coordinate and plan adult
religious education activities. The first step in
the process will be to review existing and recent
adult religious education activities and to
ascertain interest in future programming If you
are interested in help plan adult education
activities or have ideas for future activities,
please contact Frank or Linda.

The scope of programming is very broad.
It ranges from traditional courses on religion to
workshop on self defense, meditation or skill
building. In the coming months a method of
surveying the congregation to determine interests
will be developed.

“Wherethere'sa Will” workshop

Have you prepared awill -- if, so, isit up to
date? On Monday, May 17, Frank Kopecky

will assist people who are interested in creating
their wills. Thisworkshop is one of the services
offered through the 2010 Fantasy Auction and
will be held at 7:30 pm, at the home of Reverend
Woulfe. This workshop is limited to six people;
the cost is $25.00 per individual. All proceeds
will be donated to ALUUC. To register, please
contact Rev. Woulfe at uurevmartin@juno.com.

Does*“ The UU World” Cometo Your Door?

As a benefit of membership, all members of ALUUC are supposed to
receive the UUA magazine “The UU World,” which is published four times
ayear. If you have not received your copy, please notify Cheryl Wycoff, the
Office Manager.
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CRE NEWS

The RE Committee and | are proud to announce a special plan for religious education at ALUUC
during the upcoming summer months. The Religious Education program has withessed an increasein
attendance during the past year including Children’s Worship and special programs. Our response to

that increase has been and continues to be programming that keeps our young people
engaged. | am convinced that following through with our usual routine over the
summer will accomplish that.

Therefore, the committee and | have invested in anew curriculum. “Gods
and Goddesses’ is a curriculum based on ancient Greek mythology with lessons
that utilize colorful stories of the Ancient Greeks, to teach children to be accept-
ing of others and to see the world around them in a new way. | am very much

looking forward to my involvement in these lessons.

- Mawlav Johwuson, CRE

The Sr. Youth recently hosted a youth conference for 200 teenagers across the district!
The weekend's theme was “ CONstellations: Alone a Star, Together a Constellation” Our
message was simple.  On your own, you are special, you are unique and you have gifts.
Together, with others you form a unique pattern and an amazing picture....which makes us
accomplish even greater heights! The social action activity for this Con focused on justice
& equality by supporting the Standing on the Side of Love campaign. |’ m sure you' ve seen
the paintings in the sanctuary by now. Those paintings attach to a tent that will be displayed
around the city this summer. We look forward to seeing the message displayed at
The Phoenix Center, Heartland Metropolitan Community Church, Unity Church, and more!

The youth spent some of the Fall and most of the Spring semester preparing for this event.
It isno small undertaking! They gain valuable skillsin leadership aswell as collaboration
when taking on thistype of project. Our youth were focused and committed to making thisa
memorable event for all participaints. They have received very positive feedback from their
peers aswell as advisors of al thier hard work! Working with their own congregation is also
intregal to their growth.

The Sr. Youth would like to thank the following:

* The ALUUC Board-for allowing us to host this event and offering support. Special thanks
to Megan Renner for helping to keep track of the money and shopping for supplies!

* Workshop Presenters --Diana DeWeese, Chris Schnake, Phyllis Lau, Todd Austin, John
Malen, Carley Mattimore-Malen, Delinda Chapman, Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant, Kelly
Anderson,Mary Ryan,JoAnn McMahon, MarissaDeWeese, Lori Leman

* Home Hospitality Hosts --Delinda Chapman, Dianne Roberts-Hill, Larry Parr, Oliver Gross,
Tom Vaught

* Food Volunteers --Tom Vaught, Laura Vaught, Jodi Perko, David Brunson, Kim Nair

* Everything Else! --Kurt DeWeese (for shopping for food, barbequing in the rain and
amazing support!) --Langston Kriel (for filling in the blanks and being
our “go-to” guy!) --C.J. Ledinsky ( for building the Standing on the Side
of Love tent!)--Vinnie Gupta-for helping with cleanup!

The youth were able to work with adultsin their congregation very
closely. This molds and shapes them as they work alongside church
leaders and mentors. Thank you!! Look for usin May when the Sr.
Youth lead a service and take you through the journey of hosting a Con!
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ALUUC Social Action Committee and
Unitowriowy Universalist Committee (UUSC)
Updates

Fair Trade Products

The ALUUC Social Action Committee (SAC) sponsored a special sale on Valentine’s Day. Thanks to
everyone who purchased chocolate bars and the other Fair Trade products (coffee, teas, and cocoa).
The purchase of fair trade goods through the UUSC Coffee Project benefits agricultural cooperatives
through UUSC’s Small Farmer Fund. The UUSC Coffee Project is a collaboration between the UUSC
and Equal Exchange, aworker-owned, fair trade company based in West Bridgewater, MA. Sale days
will be May 9, June 13, July 11 and August 8

May 9 Service - Sojourn: Turning Pain into Healing

The Social Action Committee is coordinating the Sunday, May 9 service. The speaker will be Ms.
Candi Clouse, Prevention & Development Coordinator and Sangamon County Court Advocate for
Sojourn Shelter & Services. The May ALUUC Change for Change will support Sojourn Shelter and
Services, Inc. whose mission is to build a community free of violence through service, leadership and
education.

Social Action Committee M ember sinclude David Brunson, Bernie Carver, Deborah Cavanaugh-
Grant, Vinnie Gupta, Teresa Liberati, John Malan, Sally Millichamp, Kim Nair, Brian Otwell, Susan
Solan, Delinda Chapman (ALUUC Vice-President/Committee Coordinator) and Doug Liberati (Board
Committee Liaison). If you are interested in becoming a member of the ALUUC Social Action Com-
mittee, contact Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant, Local Rep

UUSC Conference Call: Haiti Update

On January 12, an earthquake devastated Haiti. After evaluating the situation, UUSC and the UUA
decided to open ajoint relief fund to support UUSC's response. We have partnered with Haitian peas-
ant organizations and sent relief to address the immediate crisis. We are also developing our response
to mid- and long-term needs, including food sovereignty, women's and children’s safety, and liveli-
hoods for amputees, among other issues. UUSC staff have traveled to Haiti, most recently bringing
agroup of trauma counselors and a group of scientists who are developing aternative fuels. In the
United States, we are organizing trainings for people to learn how to help Haitians living here apply
for Temporary Protect Status, and subsequent clinics at which trainees assist Haitians in compl et-

ing their applications. UUSC is aso laying the groundwork for a future volunteer rebuild programin
Haiti. We are deeply grateful for the work of our volunteers and supportersin raising funds for the
work in Haiti, organizing events, and addressing the crisis in congregations. While support for the
work in Haiti is crucial, so is support for our other ongoing human-rights programs. Please encour-
age your congregants to support UUSC’s work in addition to the UUSC/UUA Joint Haiti Earthquake
Relief Fund.

Become a UUSC Member

Shareholder advocacy is one way that UUSC is lifting up human rights and working for real change.
When |large companies acknowledge the importance of human rights, thisis a step in the right direc-
tion. The work continues as companies consider how to implement these new policies, and UUSC
monitors the situation to be sure they follow through. Recently, our Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee has had several important victories in shareholder advocacy work.

....... more UUSC News on page 10
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* On February 18, UUSC celebrated the announce-
ment that following a November shareholder vote,
American Funds has divested its extensive holdings
— almost $190 million — in PetroChina, a Chinese
oil company that was identified as a major financial
and military supporter of the ongoing genocide in the
Darfur region of Sudan. UUSC has been working with
colleague organization Investors Against Genocide
(IAG) in the anti-genocide campaign in Sudan.

e On March 19, Intel, one of the world’s largest
manufacturers of semiconductor chips, adopted a
human-right-to-water policy, as the result of a share-
holder resolution co-filed by UUSC.

usc

UUSC membership isoneimportant way you can support thiswork. When you join UUSC, you
are standing with us to challenge oppressive policies and create a more just world. Your membership
contribution — just $40 for an adult, $20 for a senior, and $10 for youth and students — helps fund
thiswork as well as other human-rights campaigns around the world. You can join online at www.
uusc.org UUSC is a membership-based organization, separate from and independent of the UUA. It
receives no funding from the UUA.

For more information contact Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant, Local Rep

Be Creative...
Shawve Youwr
Viston of Race Unity!

Do you know students in grades 3-12 who might be interested in entering
the student art and poetry/essay contests which are held each year in

conjunction with the Race Unity Rally, please see the two page flyer
posted on the notice boards for more details.
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Sun Mon | Tues | Wed | Thurs | Fri Sat
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Change for Artist’'s Way Board Meeting | LunchBunch M editation Zen
Change Sunday 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 10am - 2 pm 7.00 pm Meditation
’ 9:30- 11:30 am
Dream Group
7-9:00 pm
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Worship Service| Artist’sWay ChaliceCircle Meditation * Bridge Group Zen
10:30 am 7:00 pm 7 - 9:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm Meditation
9:30- 11:30 am
*News Kids Club o
Covenant 6 - 8:00 pm Prairie
Group Grapevine
7:30 pm Concert
7:30pm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Worship Service|  Artist’'s Way Lunch Bunch M editation Labyrinth Walk Zen
10:30am 7:00 pm 10am - 2 pm 7:00 pm 7:30 pm M editation
N 9:30-11:30 am
Young Adult “Wherethere's * Sangamon
Group awill” Valley Flute
Brunch wor kshop Circle
Noon 7:30 pm 7-9:00 pm
Commitee Mtgs
12:00
23 24 25 26 27 28
Wor ship Theologiesin Newsletter Meditation Cookout and
Service & Dialogue Group Deadline 7:00 pm Game Night
Church Potluck | and Humanist 9:00 pm
10:30am Discussion
Group * Book
7:00 pm Discussion
Group
Artist’s Way 7:30 pm
7:00 pm
30 31
Worship Young Adult
Service Group
10:30 am “Metaphysical
Discussion”
7-9:00 pm
Ar;l.gt(’)sp\glay Sunday Potluck - May 23rd is the Sunday

Potluck. Please bring a dish to share or make a

donation to cover expenses for the Potluck.

Mark your calendar now: * ALUUC will hold a
special Pot Luck & Volunteer Appreciation Event

after the service on Sunday June 20th.

* Events not held at the ALUUC Dates and Times are subject to change. Please check the web site calendar for any changes.
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